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) I Soeiety History ) S: 

1957 s 1957 

At this point perhaps it may be opportune to present a brief history of 
the Victorian U.F.O. Research Society. 

The earliest U.F.O. group to form in Australia was the "Australian Flying 
Saucer Bureau" under the. direction of Edgar Jarrold and Andrew Tomas, 
in the early 1950s. At the same time, Fred Stone inaugurated the "Australian 
Flying Saucer Research Society" in Adelaide. After approximately two 
years the Bureau closed down and was regarded as a branch of the 
" Australian Flyillg Saucer Research Society" under Andrew Tomas. This 
shortly broke from Adelaide and became the "Australian U.F.O. Investigation 
Centre" with Dr. Clifford at its head until 1958, when the Presidency 
passed to Dr. Lind tner. 

The "Australian Flying Saucer Research Society (Victorian Branch)" was 
formed on the 17th February, 1957 as a branch of the " Australian Flying 
Saucer Research Society" and later that year was re-organised as the 
"Victorian Flying Saucer Research Society" with Mr. Peter E. Norris LL.B. 
as President. In 1968 the name was again altered - this time to the 
"Victorian U.F.O. Research Society". 

During this time, the Society has published various papers and is probably 
best known for its publication Australian Flying Saucer Review, curtailed in 
1972 due to high costs and subsequently superseded by the Australian 
U.F.O. Bulletin and at one stage sponsored and produced a quarter-hour 
program on a Melbourne radio station under the heading of "The Truth 
Behind Flying Saucers". 

The Society had held a dispassionate attitude on U.F.O.s, claiming it is a 
scientific problem deserving closer attention. It has also met regularly in 
General Meetings and maintains the largest U. F .0. library in the Southern 
Hemisphere, making books available by post, to members throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Membership of this Society - which maintains the largest membership of 
any U.F.O. organisation in the Southern Hemisphere - is open to all who 
are genuinely intt!rested in the subject. 
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EDITORIAL 
VUFORS is a properly constituted Soci�ty 

�not a club - and as s uch is not responsible 
to any other UFO organisation. We are happy 
to co-operate with groups or individuals who 
are prepared to work with us or on a 
reciprocal information basis. 

Since our forma tion in 1957, VUFORS 
investigators have checked numerous reports 
and interviewed many witnes ses, some of whom 
have wished to remain anonymous and this wish 
is most assuredly honored. The results o£ 
any investigations carried out are published 
in our quarterly Bulletin. 

It is a great pity people relay their 
sightings to the media in an attempt to solve 
their experience, asJthese vested interests 
twist the facts a r ound to suit their own 
theories and/or those of their editors! 
Little Green Men? I hasten to suggest that 

the media, science and pseudo science are by 
far, greener than those about whom they write, 
disc redit or comp letely ignore. While we 
are still send ing our astronaut s into space 
with a fire-cracker under them, the UFOnauts 
appear to have conquered gravity and are 
capable of hovering or taking off at fantastic 
speeds without sound or the aid of fire-works� 
There have been a number of incidents wher� 

the media has hounded witnesses immediately 
after their traumatic experience, which does 
n othing to help them overcome the stress of 

th e event. 

These exper ienG e s come as a compl e te 
surprise and the majority of sightees have 
little or no knowledge of the UFO subject, 
and possibly have never read anything other 
than critical and inaccurate press clips. 
It is VUFORS policy to protect these people, 
where possible, from public ridicule, 
supercilious j ournal ist s , TV. and radio 
commentators. They at least receive a 
sympathetic h earing ,,hen they relate their 
experience to VUFORS. We can then, with a 
clear conscience, go a bout our investigations 
with co nfiden t , co-operative and relaxed 
witnesses. 

HE?-11!:MBEH: I .F YOU HAVE J.IJ\DE A U. I". 0. 
SIGHTING, WE WOULD BE VERY PLEASED 
TO HEAR ADOUT IT. WE WANT YOUR NAME, 
ADDRESS, DATE AND TIME

-
OF SIGHTING, 

DESCRIPTION OF \vEATIIER CONUITI·ONS ETC. 
ALL OH ANY OF WJ-IICH WE WILL KEEP 
CONFIDENTI.&L IF llESlRED. 

"'. * 
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ON TH.E UFO TRAIL 

Paul D .. Noranan 

By now, mos t members and subs cribers will have no-ted the press 
reports, telecasts and radio talkback programs concerning UFO 
activity over the Nullarbor. This is the type of mysterious event 
which makes ufologists out of sceptics and clowns out of pseudo­
scientists and academics. 

Already,we have at leas t five "explanations ", following in 
rapid succession from the scientific community before inves tigations 
were even begun. Meanwhile,the UFO phenomenon continues to grind 
the sacred cow of orthodox science into hamburger. 

One of the first "explanations " came from a professor of 
impossibility PhD ETC ETC ETC, as being consistent with a meteorite, 
in spite of the fact that the object landed on top of a motor car 
before flying away awhile later. 

Following this attempt another "solution" was put f-orward·by 
a second gentleman of learning that, "The des cription of the event 
was consistent with "dry lightning", even though other motorists 
were �riving along the road and viewed the maneuvering object. 

After that amusing interpretation, another spokesman came 
forward with the "solution", "They were fooled by the rising sun". 
Even it did fly away in another direction. And even if motorist 
travelling in the opposite direction obs erved the maneuvering 
object. 

Another expert s ugges ted it must have orginated at the 
Woomera Test Range. That s tatement was followed by another 
spokesman who said this was not true because it would not be 
"allowed". It.i:s the opinion of this humble ufologis t ---:-of course 
not,unless it wa.s out of control. But even so, how could it s trike 
or lift a motor car, drop it to the ground with only minor damage? 

The Nullarbor vicinity is famous within the UFO research 
community for sightings and encounters with unidentified flying 
and hovering objects. One outs tanding report came from an airline 
pilot who reported an unknown flying object at the s�me time and 
location where a motorist was filming the_UFO from the ground. 
Many .UFOs are sighted or encountered and never reported until 
years later becaus e the observers fear ridicule. 

A worldwide scientific group is in operation which is search­
ing for extra-terrestrials out ther€. The system was founded by Dr. 
Carl Sagan. But Dr. Sagan appears to have t.he attitude that. he will· 
not recoghize such existence unless he is first contaated by the 
life forms through his radio telescopes. Like Frank Sinatra, who 
sings that he will do it his way, this radio astronomer will not 
recognize them unless they do it his way and secures his permission 
to land. The facts are the extra- terrestrials may insist on doing 
it their way, while radio as tronomers ignore the activity taking 
place below their dis h 

Yes , we have proof of-little green men. They·are�humans who are 
so green in fact they don't realize that s omething which they do not 
understand is already happening. These little green men are 
numbered among the journalists, who write about everything and are 
experts on nothing except mis-quotations and out of context 
reportingo These little green men are those who insist that they 
are the cream of human intelligence and know everything, well, 
almost everything. In s hort, they s ay there are no such things as 
unidentified flying objects . · 



In all walks of ·life one can find the little green men all 3 

over the world who want to remain greeno Perhaps because it is a 
subconscious fear of the unknown. Mea.nwhile,as this article goes 
to press, the object that was over the Null arbor has not been 
satisfactorily identified. 

• 

PAUL NORMAN 
,,_ .. .,. ............ . 

VICtORIAN UFO 
nu£ A nett soctu v 

For rwlnt• lnt••• .. wt with wltnftMI wf•n h..,• ""'"'"'"'' unlch!ntlllf'.t llylno nhf•c:tt. 
T ... Sm: .. ,., It In dlttr.l c:nntect with lutllnt ..:&.ntlth wlon ••• .,.,rfuv,.ulnv In 

,.,,.,. thot uro f1ht�nornf'not, 

f'tnple lntttttttd In thlt tulof•rt mey tlll,.r.tlho! In Tht Auttnlle" llfO n .. u,.tin, 
f'O An• 4J, Mnntehhln, Vk:., JIIJ9 . 
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UFO buff urges more 
SUNRAYSIA.UFO enthualaat Mr Allan Wllaon Ia 

convinced recent alghllnga are genuine. 
He believed there were many . 

more sightings, but the com· 
munlly's sceptical attitude made 
people reticent to report them, he 
said. 

The fear of being disbelieved, or 
being thought "a nul" made people 
keep their suspicions or a UFO ob­
servation to themselves, he said. 

"There must be more people in 
the area who would have made 
Bi&hllngs , but they feel people 
aren't open·mlnded enouah to ac· 
c:ept it," he said. 

He said the fac:l a recent sighting 
from the Paddlesleamer Mel· 
bourne of an object with a curved 
front and polnted rear was aeon by 
more than a dozen people should 
lend credlblllly to the tale. 

.. 1 don't want to sound like a 
UFO crank, but I feel some of the 
reports are quite valid," he said. 

Mr Wllson said over lhe years he 
had heard many reports of sight· 
lngs, especially in the Millewa, and 
had perionally had .two "en· 
counters." _ 

· 

Mr Wilson's Urst experience 
with a UFO was ln 1952 as a 
passenger on a train .travelling 
over the Nullarbor Plain. 

He .said he was one or many 
passengers on the trai.n who wit· 
nessed "an orange light wilh a 
yellow tall." . 

It was this ex1)erience he said 
which made him a "believer.". 

His second experience was about 
three years ago at Pump Hill, 
Merbein, driving bock from the 
Wentworth Club when he was 
" Collowed" by four while Hghls, 
he said. 

He said the lights couldn't be dis· 
counted as just stars, Sal!!!llites on 
mirages. 

.. Mirages of lights don't put dents 
or a Cilm or smoke ov�r carst" he 
said, referring to another incJdent 
about a week ago on the Nullarbor. 

Apart from a reported " landing" 
in the Mlllewa some years ago, he 
aald he had alao b••n told of 
another Inc ident near Lake 
Cullulleralne when a c:ar lost lls 
accelerating power aller behli 

. ''chased by very strong lights ... 

He said the driver reported that 
he had· attempted to accelerate 
away from the lights, but was 
drained of its power. 

"The lights were holding him 
back," he said. · · 

ll was these first-hand experi· 
ences, fuelled by reports from 
others in the district, which bas Jed 
to an enduring interest in the topic. 
he said. 

Mr Wilson, S., has been a mem· 
b.sr of the VIctorian UFO R�qrc:h 
Society for more than 10 years. 

He said he could understand why 
the family travelling in the car 
which was reportedly .. attacked'' 
by a UFO recently on the Nullar­
bor Plain, was frightened. 

"It's the fear of the unknown. If l 
was confronted with ill would also 
be terrifled," he said. 

He said the popular myth of "fly· 
lng saucers," and "extra­
terrestrials" was a Umiled per­
spective. 

Objects both cigar and ega 
shaped, and fasl moving lights t.ig­
t.agging across the sky. may also 
be UFOs, he said. 

He said science could not explain 
such occurences, and il was lm· 
portanl to remain open-minded. 

"We're only a tiny speck of sand 
in the vastness of the universe. u·s 
naive to thlnk we're lhe only (onn 
or lire ... he said. 

..Can you imagine what We wUl 
be like in about 400 years? 

"If there is ano ther form of life 
they could be further advanced 
than us," he said. 

He said he realised by speaking 
out on the matter, he was laying 
himself open to ridicule, but urged 
others to be open-minded . 

••Jn the event of an encounter. 
step forward and uy something, it 
may coincide with another sigbtin& 
and help research," he sa.id. 

He also suggested lf people were 
lnlereat•d In UFO• lh•V could 
become membera or the aoelely 
and recoive newsletters document· 
lni re:.'larc:h. from around lhe 
world. 

· 

tolerance 

•.. . � .. . . 
� 



UFO Reports from AIAA Members 
By PETER A. STURROCK 
S&aniOfd University 

Most UFO reports concern the· experiences of laymen, but 
scientists and engineers divulge accounts resembling 
others when asked to do so in appropriate circumstances 

For m:my ye:trs the "UFO phenomenon'' has 
grently interested the public but hns elicited 
compnrativcly lillie rc�ponse from scientists. "UFO 

phenomenon" mc:tns this qu�tiou: Do reports of 
"unidentilicd !lying objects" (UFOs) indk-:tte or 
establish a set of f:tcts which C:tnnol be interpreted 
in terms of kn.uwn n:tlural phcnomcn:t and 
technological devices? And. if so, c:ua ll'u.:sc: fm:ts be 
org:mi7.ed into consistent p:tllerns? P1 rpular 
discussions or the UFO phenomenon pay special 
:tllcntion to l·hc possibility that sumc: of the oh­
servntions yie ld. a faclu:tl p:allern supporting the 
hy pothesis that cxtralern:strial vchicll!'i visit E.·uth. 

Must scientists ho p ed th:tt the problem wouh.l be 
dclinilcly cl::�rilietl -and possibly settled hy the: 
"Condon Report"' based on the "Cu>muln 
Project." E.1rly rcvit.-ws of the Heport pre;cntc.:u 
mixctl opinions.1 , J ·nae publ ishctl account of the 
UFO Symposium org:lll iz.c.:d by the Amcric:ua 
Association for the Adv:mccment of Science in 
1969 revcalctl a wid e �pcclrum of opiniun cun· 
ccrning the Condon l{epurt at that time.� Thl� same . 
is pro bably true tooay. 

PETER A. STURROCK, Pml�sor of 
Space Science In Stanford's S chool of 
Engineering and Professor of 
ASIIOphysics in its Appli(.'d Physic� 
Dept.. �tudled mathemallcs a t  
�bridge Univ., Enqland. H e  won 
the n.,yl�igh Pdze In HJ<I9 amJ a prize 

. lcllowshlp In 1952. Or. Sturrock went 
to Stanford In 1955, and ¥<as ap­

.• '1\\. pointet.l a professor there 111 1961. ·· mi! Since '6-4 he has chaired its Institute :�:;u: lor Pt�ma Re:;earch :uad now also · �::::)� cha irs its astronomy ruogrcun. He Is a i·:<·:·:.;. Fellow of APS and RAS. 

·nae Americnn Institute of Aeronautics :md 
Astrun:Httics (AIAA) alone among established 
scienlilic organizations has taken the initiative in 
trying to bring the UFO phenomenon to the at­
tention of serious scientists . In 1%7 its Tcchnic:tl 
Cummill1.'C on Space and Atmospheric Science set 
up a suhcummillce "to gain :1 frl!'ih and object ive 
per.;pcctivc on the UFO problem." In I 970 this 
suh._"tlllllllillec: published :1 positi,ln paper. ' Its 
deliber a t ions also led to puhlic:ttion of two ex-

• tensive accounts of nul able UFO observations.• .' 
Scientists h:ave no doubt bc.."Cn tliscouragetl rrom 

t:akin�-: the pruhlcm seriously by the bi7�,rrc nature: 
of sume of the: reports aml emphasis upon the 
"extraterrestrial hypothC5i�" urn 1). "Jlae f:acl that 
must reports arc :mecdutal in n:tture arid come: 
from uuuscicntists :�lso c:.uscs skeptici,;m. 

In hi�· hook "The UfO Expericn<.t,"• J. A. 

llynek confronts :md counters the widespread viC\Y 
th:al "scientists do nut make UFO rc pmts" ; he 
quotes :t number of reports originatiug with 
scientists. 

[)id llynek t:ap :t uni ( 111e group of scientists. or 
would many IIIO�C lll:tke simil:1r reports given a r:tir 
rc:'lsun fur divulging pertinent expcrie111:cs? It 
appc:areu th:al this lJUestiun could be answered by a 
�ina pie surv�o-y over a limitctl s:tmplc of sc icntilically 
tr:tiucll persons, :tnd !hal it would be pussihle al�o 
to ubtain a cross section of opinions conceruing the 

UFO placuomcnon. 

·nac Executive Cummittee uf the San Francisco 
Chapter ur AIAA g:1ve permission for :1 survey of its 
membersh ip . This :trticle describes the survey :tllll 
gives the results. 

"llac questionnaire shown here was 111:1iled to :all 

AstrfJirautics �� Ar.rfJiruutics 

UFO QUESTIONNAIRE----------------------

1. What is your subjective assessment of the probability that UFO's represent a scientifically 
significant phenomenon? 
2. Have you ever witnessed an aerial phenomenon which you could not Iden-
tify? YesO NoD (Check one) 
If the answer is "Yes," please continue. lr "No," please complete No . 8. 
3. Please give place, date, tirne (am/pm). --------------------
4. Did you report the event? Yes 0 NoD. 
If so, to which organ ization? _________ _;;_.;......;..;.,;---.....;.;.;.-------
5. Please give a narrative account of the event on a separate .$�Oet'of paper ---"' . 
6. If you have not covered the following p�nls In your narrat ive · accouri..t,, please give the 
following information: · 
What were you doing al the time? . . Age at time of observation. Nuriibet or witnesses � �--------- --
Weather conditions. Duration of sighting. . Number o f objects• ------
Maximum angular diameter of largest object: Point�llke tl: · · c;rhaller than Moon O; 
Larger than Moon D. . · ·· 

Estimate of closest approach of nearest object. 
Was object(s) luminous? Coi or(s)? _...;;.;.....��-�-------
7. What answer would you have given to Question 1 before you w itnessed this event? 
a. The following Information is requested for our f iles but wlil·not ·be d·l�ulg�.!. 
Name Address ----------
Tel. No. (optional) -------
Brief statement of scientific training: ---------------------

1175 members of the San Francisco Oa:tptcr on 
April 9, 1973, and 42.3 questionnaires (36"/o} were 
returned. All subsequent percentages here refer to 
the number of questionnaires returned. 

Question 1 asked: "What is your subjective 
assessment of the probability lh:tt UFOs represent 
a scientifically sig•aificant phonorncnon?" Of the 
423 returns, 9J (22"/e) g:tve numerical cstimntes (see 
"f.l) of this probability :1nd revealed a very wide 
spread of opinion, the: medi:'lll eslim:ale be ing about 
P :,.,  0.4, twct�ly-two returns h:avin� 1' in the r:'IIIJ.:e 
O<.P.6.1, :wd eleven in the r:tnge .9='P<I. 
Notably ten returns give P=U ami live retur ns give 
P= J. Since the se 0 and J v:tlucs would be un­
ch:uagcd by further information, the groups giving 
them c:�n not :tpproach agreement by evalu:�ting 
further information.' 

Most returns (290, or CN'/o) g:tve verbal :uaswcrs 
to Question 1. T-2 groups these, and for com· 
parison includes the uumcrical returns. :nause 
gi ving verbal responses shows even more: d ispel"5ion 
in their views. or those lli:Jking verbal responses. 
25"!. :�re ddiuitc ("impossible" or "certain"); of 
those making numerical responses, o11ly Jo'?'e :.re 
delinite W = U or P = 1). 

or the remaining 40 returns. 3J mauc nn 
response to Question I, two mauc nollt.'OIIIIIIitlal 
responses, one asscrt.cU that the top ic is nut im­
portant, one that the topic is exciting. one that the 
topic shoulu be inve�tigatcd, anc.l two (justili:.bly) 

that the question is uot clear. 

Here you will see the reports given in response to 
Question 2 of the survey, arbitrarily arranged by 
the l imes of d:ty the person had the experience. 

M:auy persons giving a negative answer to 
Question 2 ncverthelt:ss volunteered comments. 
For instan�c; eight expressed the view that further 
invcstig:tlion is necessary , whereas one said the 
opposite. Two uiTcred the opinion th:tl UfOs are 
cxtr:aterreslri:al, :tuc.l fnur s:aiu th:at they are not. 
Five expr�sed the view thnt UFOs :tre natur:tl 
phenomena; one c:�lled them a spurious 
phenomenon; :and three �l:atcd that they consider 
UFOs to he "real." '11aree m:ade "put-down" 
remarks :aoout the whole subjed, anu four s:1id 

T-1 NUMERICAL RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1 

"Wha� Is your subJoctlve assessment olthe prob;ablllly 
that UFOs rop resont a sclentl!lcally slgnlllcant 
phenomenon 7• · 

p N(P) p N(P) 

0 10 . .. 1 
!Q•9 1 .5 17 
10-6 2 .55 1 
10 ... 1 .6 2 
10·3 2 .7 2 

.01 7 .75 1 

.05 3 . 8 5 

.08 1 .85 1 
.1 5 .9 10 
.15 1 .9 1 
.2 13 1 5 
.3 1 
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R-EPORT t. 50 mi. N.E.  ol SL 
Louis, M issouri . July, 1947. 9-10 · 
a . m .  Age, 1 4 .  Nailing couugated 
panels on a barn roof. Witnesses, 
0. Weather, clear-no clouds. 
Our.allon. loss than 1 min. One 
object . srnallor than Moon. Movod 
east to west , slight l y  south nl 
direction overhead, at 10-20,000 II. • 
N ot l u m i n ou s .  O l s k- s h a po d ,  
un iform white. N ot report ed. 
R EPORT 2.  Napa, �If. ca. 195G, 
summor (loo long ago to recall 
accuratety). Age, 29. Worklno In 
backyard. Wi tncssos, 1. We;lt her,  
clea r .  Duration, 5 min . O ne ohtecl , 
poinl·tiko. Closest approach, 4-5 
rni.  Luminous, sliver/ wh i t e. N ot 
report ed. 

R EP O R T  3. Da yton , Ohio. 1 9-49 . 
2 - 5  p . m .  Age JO. W i tnesses, 4 -5 . 
W e a t h e r ,  c l e a r  a nd s u n n y .  
Ourat ion , l h r .  Two object s. larger 
t h an Moon. Closest approach, 2-3 
ru l .  S l i v e r ,  r e f l e c t i v e  o u t e c l . 
R eported to Wri g h t  F ie ld U F O 
Pr ojec t .  NarratiWI account : M y  
w l l n and I and a woman f riend were 
s i t t ing i n  the back yard o l  our 
h o u se In Dayt o n ,  Ohio In 1 94 9 .  It 
w a s  a Sunday a f ternoon, sunny , 
clear sky when we sigh t ed t w o  
s t a t ionary d i sk s  a t  a n  elevat ion 
a n g l e  o f  30° or less. All three of us 
saw t hem as well a s  ne igh l>ors wo 
cal l ed . I st ud ied them t h r ough 7 x 
35 binoculars and noticed threo 
t i nes connect i ng the d i sks , as 
f o l lows : 

� 
E l ev a t i on v i ew 

t h:� t  t hey a rc npcn m i nded a bou t it. 

(The sketch does not convey this, 
IJut tho disks were essentially 
horizontal wllh the left  one larger 
and above lhe right one.) I called 
the W r l n h l  F l old T ow or a n d  
doscrlbotJ t h o  locat ion b u t  they 
could sou nothing. The tower was 
Af'lproxlmatoly 10 111lles lrom my 
homo. 

Tho nex t  d.ay, my wllo, mysel f 
and 50voral ntllghbors were In· 
lt.nl�ccl by tho AF U F O  Protect 
from Wrigh t F iold. 

I h01vo slnco docldod wo must 
have socn an unu�.ua l k lle.  
R E PO R T � - C on i ra l N evad a ,  
sprino , 1 00 2 .  Dusk. A g o  2 2 .  Driving 
ll(lmo from fish ing tr ip. Witn�sses, 
l others . Wonlhur, clf!M. large5l 
ohl�l. largor thiilll Moon . Closest 
approach, ap111 0 xhnately 5 mi . ('?). 
L u rn t n o u s - s u U ic i e n t  t o l i g h t  
horizon . Dull wh i le . Not repor t ed. 
N aff:J tillf! BCCO IIfl t :  O b se rv ed 
r<�pidty moving hur5 1 S ol l lyht for a 
period ol over 2 hr. F ou r  of us saw 
s e v e r a l  "even t s " <:� 1  va r i o u s  
d i rections lrorn N t o  S W  (1 35°) 
f rom our van t age point .  The 
s l g h t l n g s o c c u r r e d  n ear N A S  
F al lon , Ncv:ula. W e  ruled out any 
Navy ac t iv i t ie s  and .  a l though t h e  
a r e a  i s  a mar shy one, t h e  burst s 
wme not associatocJ w i l h  mel hane 
lurn incscr.nce, wh ich w e  had al l  
seen l>e foro . I l ivetl near the <1rea 
for 25 yeMs :.nd m<1<1e several ( l ike 
hundre<ls) of t r ips to this 01rea and 
never saw anot her even t . 
R EP O R T  5. Un iver si t y of B ri t ish 
Colum uia, Vancouve(. January. 
t 970. 7 p . rn .  Age, 28.  Walking 
horne l rom class. W i t n es se s .  0 .  
Wea t her, dar k ,  colcJ and cl ear . 
Durat ion , tO m in . One ol.Jjce t ,  
smatter t han Moo n .  C l o sest  ap­
p r oa �: h , u n k n o w n .  L u m i n o u s ,  
or:�ngc. Not r eport ed . Natralive 
account:  Sighted or ange d i sk ,  
wh ich clr i f lecJ s low ly f o r  some 
l ime, t hen Slrdc1cnty sh ra nk a n d  
d i :: arnc<� r ed . A l l or rt isaprearance , 
could d e t ec t  no occ l u s ion ol s t arry 
background. 

R EP OR T  6. East ern U . S. (on 

airline llliJht). 1960. 7 p.m. A g e ,  
35. Weather, cloat, just 111 e n d  or 
twilight. Durat ion, lew min. Three 
olltect s .  smaller t ha n  M o on . 
Luntinc)US, rod. Nol reported. 
N11rralilfe at:t:oun t :  Th ree r ed 
hn.ages ol lnctetorrnlnalo size and 
range maintained same pos it ion 
rclalivo to aircraft lor several 
minutes. 

O EPORT 7 . Santa Cruz Moun­
tAins, �l llorn la. April 6, 19 73. 
7 : 45 p.m. Ago, 5 1 .  Dr iving on 
Interstate 280 in west San Jose. 
W ltnos.,es , 2. Weather, clear. 
Our�tion, 2-3 sec. One objec t ,  
poin t - l i k e ,  at  2 5 - 30 m i . N o t  
huninous ,  brigh t ,  redd ish. Not 
repor ted . Narra tiv• accoun t :  
Ohjcel .-.ppearod about 45° u p  lrom 
the horizon and appeared to be 
climbing s lightly leaving a trai l i ng 
SJ1ar kle similar to space hardware 
r.orning into R t rnosphere. Looked 
l i ke l l�e t y p i c a l  d r a w i n g s  o l  
Chris t m a s  S tar. 
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R E P O R T  8. 6 m i .  n o r t h  o f  
E spart o . Call i .  L il l o  1 930s. 8- t O  
p . rn.  Ag e, 9 · 1 2 .  Witnesses, 0 .  
Wea t h er ,  clear, probably summer.  
DtJral ion, many seconds. O n e  
object , ei ther point - l i ke o r  smal ler 
t han moon . C lose st approach, less 
t han 1 mi. Lum inou s , blue g low . 
Not report ed .  Narrative acco•J n t :  
Relat i vely young w h e n  the even t 
occ urred. I reca l l s t anding out s ide 
ohserving the s t ar s when this blue 
glow sebrned to descend f rom tho 
sk y and it app eared to land i n  a 
nei gh boring l i c l d .  This f r i g h t ened 
me so I went ins ide. I have no 
memories beyond lhis.  I t  was a 
clear warm n i gh t . 

U c s i d c s  t h e s e  c x p l i c i l  repor t s ,  s e v e ra l 

mc f corolngy. A n o t h er sta ted t l l:tt l lc  h :td freq uen t ly 
seen w h:t t  he t hought were shoot in g st a rs. A not her 
person rcca l h .. ·d uh!\en•in�: :w event w h ich he could 
nt� l  id cn r i fy at  I he t i me . hut which t u rned out t o  be 
t he l a tuu:hing of a mrso;ilc fro m V :1 11d cn hc rg A FU. 

corresponde nts  sla ted t ha t  t h ey lw<l w i t nessed 
:teri:tl phctHlll lCn :t which t hey cou ld not id en t ify . 
hu t d id not d escribe a spccilic even t in d e t ai l .  One 
IX:rsnn t hou ght  t ha t ! h e  p hcnomcn:t cnu ld l wve 

been id en t i lied i f  he had a u;tc:k grmuiCI in  

T · 2  V E R B A L  R E S P O N S E  TO Q U ES T I O N  I 

Degree Verbal Numeri cal 

lrn po ss lbt e 38 1 3 %  1 0  1 1 °k p = 0 
Impo ss ible 91 32 % 22 1 4 °4 0 < p f: . I  
Possible 68 Zl %  4 5  SU %  . I < p {: .9 
Proba ble 58 20 %  1 1 t 2 %  . 9  {: P <  1 
Cer t a in 35 t 2% 5 5 %  p = 1 

A n  a i rcrall pi lut , wit h 4 1  ye:trs of llyi n g t i me,  
rn m:h : a t  n i gh t , n:por1cd m:wy sighliugs of 1 1 1ctcor'i, 

s:a t e l l i l t .. � a nd ot her 11hjccts. On one si x -hnu r flight  
from N:1 1 �e t i  lo I huwlulu.  h e  un� s a w  fou r satel l ites 

(pui n t - l ik e object s, seen by renc.-cted light. at  a 
cl i st :a nce of 1 50-2tX) n . m i.). l ie reported a l so seeing 
lltCI I.."Ur$ as we l l :ts uhjc.'CIS of sp:tcc ju n k -h:mhvare 
l u m i nously h u rn i n �  up. slt,twi n g v:a riou s cnlurs. 
;111.! lu .. rk i n �  l i k e  lirch:llls. 

A uot hcr corrcspcuulcnl referred t o :t n  event 
rcc:nrclerl on fi l m  exposed i n  :r rnc:ket experiment at 

·i ...... ., ..... ,;f., .r. � ... r,,.,,, ,. �·"  

I 
I II:J'UII I !1. � ou l h ol \l/ l u�Jo.•!Y 
T own L01ke , C,"\lil . Swurucr, 19G7, 
around 9 p . m. Age, � 7. Cau rtl lng.  
Witnc!:s es, 1 ot her. Weather, warrn 
(80 F ). humid , clear . 0111at ion , 
appro x hn<tl e ly 1 min. Oue ohjeel, 
smal ler than Moon. Closest a,,_ 
proach, I mi. Luminous, bluir.h 
white. Not reported. Nart.11iv• 
account : Br ight oblc:ct rnovr.d eas t 
to west a long transm ission lines. 
then laded out .  It moved sevcml 
hundred yards. Severa l non-caol ic 
ea pl;tn<tl i on s could account f or 
sight ing, but none could be 
conf irmr.d or denied. 

n EPORT 10. Palo A l to , Calli .  c;l. 
1958. AIJout 9 p . m. J\Qc·. �­
Enp;tpcd In  amateur �tr onomy . 
Wllnt!sses, 2. Weather, cleM. 
Durat ion. 20 see. T l uee ol ljr.c t r.; 
smaller than Moon .  F i rst est imate 
ol d istanc e 100,000 It ; later 
es t i mate 50 l t . Luminous. dusky 
color. N o t  report�. NDnativc 
accou n t :  W h i l e m a k i n g 
astronomical observations in ruy 
backyard , I and another observer 
w i t n es sed a mo s t c o n vi11 cing 
il lusion o l  th ree sl ightly luminous 
cr a f t  f ly ing a t  grea t  al t i tude and 
speed and in complete s i lence.  

About a w e e k  later  t ho 
phenomena recurred . Th is t i rne 
one of them broke format ion and 
made a n ois e and I rea l i zed they 
were w h ile ow ls g l id ing i n  perfect 
silence (as only o w l s  can),  made to 
appear sl ight ly  lum inous by d i f ­
f use ci t y l ig h t s f rom below . An o wl 
f l ies l i ke a g ho s l .  

R EP O R T  1 1 .  F oo thi l l s ncar O j ai , 
Cal i fornia. 19G3. 9- t O  p . m. Ago, 20 .  
Ca m p i ng . W i t n e s s e s .  n o n e .  
Weather, clear. D u ra t ion, 1 0 rni n .  
O n e  objec t ,  point-l ike ,  Ill i n­
d e t e r m i n.1ble dis t ance. Lumino u s ,  
w h i l e. N ot repor t ed . NartJ irve 
account:  I was on a weekend 
out ing with some boy sco u t s and 
around 9 or 1 0  p . m .  I went to bed 
under the slars (no tent or 
cov ering s ) . While I w as  awake and 
look ing at the stars I no t iced an 
object (auout a s  bri g h t  and havi ng 

1 1 •1! si.zo o l  the uor l h sta• ) r uovi1 111 01t 
r ipltt  ilii!IIOS . 1 hellO il l lg le :\  w or o 

very loug and sharp. In my 
cs l lmat tCin they wore abnvo tho 
capabi l i t ies o l  modern ;lltcril f l .  1 ho 
object then te l l the l ielcJ ol vtow al 
eactwt ional s peed . 

R EP O R T  12.  N or t h of .Jord<:�nlon, 
Texas. About Oecemhcr 3 1 ,  1 95 1  ( + 1 yr.). Around 9 : 30  p . rn. Ago, · 
12 + .  St;tud lnQ on t ho lronl por ch 
o l  the house with ruy lather 
looking to the nor th . w.tnes:;es, 2. 
We:\ther .  cool, tow -:touds oc­
c:t si onal ly , a f t er  storm . Dumtion, 
2·3 rnln.  Onn nl>ject. !l n�<�llor lhnn 
M oo n ,  s o m e  m i le :; a w n y .  
Luminous.  color of mercury s t rool 
lamp, b u l  ru ud1 brlQht r.r. N ol 
reported . N�trRI/ve eccount : The 
phenomenon I obser ved w01:1 AI 
least t wenty yccus ago, ·fet i l ls  sl l ll 
lresh In rny m ind as to wha t I saw .  
There h ad  bcon a storm. and t o  tho 
nort h t h cc e  WllS nn area that  W<'!l 
clear with a lew clouds to the le f t, 
r igh t and h iohcr up, l here w as a 
Moon out .  The "object• I saw 
rese111blcd a d i s k  ol l ight a:\ ono 
might expect I rom tho rel l oc t ion o l  
a searchl i<t h l  on t he o a s e  or a 
ctoud cei ling . The area surroun­
d ing the "object" was ba thed with 
cons ider;lble il f l er-glo�· .. Tho path 
o l t he object was such that It  
dipned :.nd t urned more or less in 3 
l igure e i gh t .  There appl!<ll !Xf to be 
some rey u l: u i t y Ia I t s mot ion . Tho 
sk y around lire "object" wils clea r .  
T he p a t h  ol t h e object l o o k  I t  ne01r 
t he horizon and b:tck up a l ew 
degree!: . I wa tched it lor S<!Veral 
mi nu t es ueforo I t  tf,app oar ocJ . 
Today . I would be prone to � isnrl s s  
i t  as a search - l i g h t  exCP.IJI f o r  t h e  
bril l i ance a n d  t i le l :tck o :  c l o u d s ,  or 
an y visi ble shal l ol l lgh l . E arl ier 
" U F O "  t ypo si{lh t ing cccurrfld i n  
lhe summer ol 1 94 7- several ( mor e 
l l lltn 10) d i sk -l i ke oujec t s f lew 
o v e rh e a d .  ( T h e y  a p p e :u e d  t o 
t umble and o sci l lat e!. M y  o • a r rd­
mo t her ca l l ed  r n y  a l leu t lon to the<n 
as ! l y ing sa ucers .  The, u i d  took 
l i ke disks 10 me l hen . Th i s w as 

I � 
d t u rng l i r e  p er i otJ ·ot•·u,e "'t.--uui.Jock 
l luht 5." 
n E P O R T  1 3 .  ·

vtro1 n l l'l  Ci t y  
Mon tana. A11�ur.t 10, 19 72. 10 
p . rn .  Age, J t .  V�ation visit to !Jh o s t t own  tl'lkin!J Jllc t u r os .  
Wilne5:;cs , a t  least 4 .  Wcathm 
vr.ry c lear sk y .  Dur;,llon,  5 see: 
Could not see ohtect , only lr<�l l .  
Es t imated distance, 15 mi .  Not 
rnporll)(l, but hn;vd on r10ws next 
cJ:.y . Narratillf! accounr: Orange 
str eak acro!IS sky horn hiyh 
al l itude. H lph �loclly object­
or;lnge t rail  remained. 

R EP O R T  1 4. SIMi ord , Calilor­
nln. Sp r ing , 1005 (or 19G�). 10 
p . rn. Age. 2 t .  Wl lncSSf!!J, 2. One 
ohjoet, srno\ller than Moon. Not 
repor lod. Narrative •ccount: A I 
ahout 1 0 : 00 p . rn. on a clear 
win\Jies� eveninv in the SJlring ol 
HlG5 (I thi nk ) , my ll.,ncee (now 
wife)  and I wP.re standing outside 
F l orence Moore Hall on l he 
St01nlord Un iversity C<Jmpus. We 
both observed a phenomenon lor 
which I have no exp lo\n al ion . 

We noticed a l i p llted obj�:t 
ovcr lrc;ld at iln a l t it ude I e51irni'tcr1 
to be 2000-4000 f l .  We watched i t  
l or rough l y a half -hour IJefore 
leMi ng , with the object sti l l  visi ble 
and <1oino i t s  t h i11g. The object was 
si len t , but i t  moved slowly a long a 
clo�.t!d pat h w l t ir.h , in rny opinion, 
could hilve been nngo t ial ed only by 
a no is y tlelicopter or possibly by a 

. (JUic i ly powered ualloon. The palh 
armo.ue<1 to  be an elonq at ed 
r<�r.�'track oval at a con stan t 
a l t i t ude.  Th e turns al the ends of 
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l l • e  oval w er e  e x t remely l ight . and I 
th ink I could tli scern dece lerat ion 
yoinq i n t o  the t u r u s  and ilC· 
cc lr.r;"lt ion cor n ing out . I t h ink it 
took t he olJjoct 5- 1 0  rn i n .  to 
COill ll l e t e  a CIICUi l .  

On l y t i l e  l igh t(s ) o f  t h e  object 

W hite S a nds M issi le Ha n ge in 1 %5. IJct:� i ls of l h io; 
observa t io n  were not i l lcltllh.:d in t l tc quc.'i t iou n:t i rc. 

bu t had been lr :wsr n i t lc."tl to me :at :1 1 1  e:t r l ier d a t e ,  
independent ly  of this  s u rvey. F o r  t h is rc:ts.on,  

de t a i ls of t h is evcul  a rc t tol  incluJct.l in l i t is :t rt ich!. 

l o  ;lw q ucs t inu , " Uo U FO� re present :t sc icu­

l i lit-:t l ly s i g t t i lit::t l l {  pht'lll l l l lell o t l " ! "  

Sc ien t ists. as the reader sec.�. w i l l rcspouu to a 
ljttt:stion na ire cunccmiug U FOs. The 4"'-":-it iou­
nairc sent to A I AA's S:m Fra uciscu Scct ioll  
members promplt.'tl a h igh prup vrtiun or ret u r ns. 

and a lmust all rc:spondeu t� were will ing to �;i vc 
t heir n a mc.-s. II is probable that the �u ar:1 1 1 t�o-c uf 
a nonym i t y helped ga in a high ret urn. 

The rc:spuust.-s show no cuusc:nsus wha l ev�.:r 
CUIICC'rllillt,t the: UOl(Un: :mlf �i�:nt i Ji<: i aupurl:l l teC: uf 
the UFO phcuunH:nun. Views cover the: cutin: 
spectrum from "imponiblc:" t u  "certain" in reply 

(Jf t l l l iSC l l t :t k iug pusi t i \·e rcp(lr(S (a nswerill� 
"yc:;" lo ()u cs t i\ln 2) ,  so• n e  sulJ!;CtJuen t ly in­
t e r p re t ed t l • e i r o h � c rv :� l i o n  :a :1 k no w n  

phcnontc11un (ICJ, IU U, :wd IU ol. Some ot hers 

ru :1y i u  fat:! he: k ttvwn phcnon1etJ:l. Fnr inst ance . 
ItS tuay have hecn c:wsed hy :a ha r i u r u -dou(l 

ex pcrime u t ;  1 { .7 might  ha,·e l�ctt a lauudt 1 wrn 
Vaudcnlx:q.: A F B ;  I{.CJ m :ty have hecn S r .  Ef tuo's 
lire; ami J{. l .l m ay hav

·
c bee n :t rude! tra i l .  

On t l tc: ol ltcr l • :uul . SOiliC or t he rcpurts -:-tre i ll 01 
ra ir!y r.: l oo;c :a.-curd wit h t y p es  of U FO ohscrv:\ t iuu 
cla�si t icd lty :_ l lynck .1 U lnrck's  d:ts.'li lit·at i,rn is 

cuu.:crm:d , or c:uursc, uuly �- it l t  uuscn-a t ion.� w lt iclt ­
he C:llll hJ nut ex plain in ICriiiS uf kuuwn pltcttulllC:II:l 



SPEC IAL NOTI C E  

The Weekend MAGA Z INE, publi shed i n  the Melbourne Age 
and the Sydney Morni ng' ·Hera ld , 2 2  and 2 3 rd J anuary, 1 988 , i s  
mostl y i naccurate. A j ournalist requested permission to a ttend 
the December meeti ng o n  the ins truction of her "boss". 

During the three hour meeti ng ample ti me provi d ed the 
newsperson to take copious notes, concerning well inv estigated 
and documented cases. The outstandi ng signif icant ·c a:s e s  were 
caref ully omi tted . by the j ournalist or d eleted by the ed i torial 
supervi sor, keepi ng w ith their anti -UFO motives. I t  i s  a well­
known f act that the A ge seldom pri nts . anything about the UFO 
phenomenon unless statements are of a d erogatory nature. 

The maj or i naccuracy is the fi nal pa rag raph. "The UFO s land 
in communi st countri es ; they stay aw ay from the Western w orld 
b ecause our technology i s  too ad vanced and. they w ould be 
discovered. " That statement i s  bulld ust whi ch w as manuf actured 
either the j ournalist or editoria� supervi sor. 

The statement concerning satelli tes and UFOs i s  j ust the 
opposi te to w hat w as said . Another d ocuments the tongue-i n-
cheek twi st, a common characteri sti c of the Age w hen misrepresent­
ing the subject. 

Our Presid ent , Mrs. Magee, is too well informed to make 
a redi culous remark like "W:here d o  you come from ? "  or "They 
d on ' t cast s hadows . l i k � · aircraft etc'' She has been i n  UFO resea rch 
f or over three d ecades. 

The top priori ty of our organi sati on w hen deal ing with 
other peo·ple is honesty ' si ncerity and f ai r  play o_ Any f urther 
req uest f rom thi s source w i ll be d eclined. 

___ ....... _ • •  lo 



T H E K N O W L E S - N U L L A R B O R  
E N C O U N T E R 

B Y  J O H N . A U C H E T T L 

B y  1 1 a m  o n  � h e  2 1 � �  J a n u u a k y  1 9 8 8 , � e a n� � e p o � � �  w e � e 
� �akti n g  t o  k e a e h  m e  a t  m y  o 6 6 i e e . A �  t h e  � a rn e  t i m e V U F O R S P k e � � d e n � 
J u dit h M ag � e  wa� k e e e i v i n g  j u� t  a �  m a n y  e a l l  6 k o m  t h e  m e di a  a �  I ,  
a n d  � h e wh o l e  E n e o u n t e k  wa� o n  t h e  b o i l , a n d  m o v i n g  v e k y  6 a� t .  

P a ul N o �m a n  wa � d o w n t h e  e o a� �  a n d o ut o 6  e o n t a e t  wi � h  
u �  6 o k t h e n e x � 6 ew h o uk �  wi � h  t h i �  i n  mi n d  a n d  wi� h  � h e  k n o wl e dg e 
� h at e v e � y  mi n u � e  e o u n � e d ,  I p la e e d a t e l e p h o n e  e a l l  � o  S o u� h  A u � t � a l i a  
o n  t h e e h a n e e  t h a t  I e o ul d  e o n t a e �  � h e  K n o wl e �  F a mi l y  a n d g e t a n  
i n v e� tig a ti o n o n  t h e  wa y ,  a n d a �  � o o n  a �  p o � � i b l e  

A 6 t ek a n um b e k o 6  e a l l �  I g o t o n t o  M R  F R A N K P A N G A L L O 
o 6  C H 7 T . V . , a n d  t h a n k �  t o  F � a n k  a n d  h i � e 6 6 o k t  V U F O R S wa� g i v e n  t h e  
�a� k t o  k e � e a� e h  t h i� m a j o �  e n e o u n � e � . 
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Wi t h i n  4 8  h o u � �  t h e  K n o wl e �  F a m i l y  h a d  a k ki v e d i n  M e l b o u � n e ,  
e o n t a e t wa� m a d e  wit h  � h e m a n d  a i n � e � v i e w wa� � e t u p  6 o � t h e  2 5 . 1 . 8 8 ,  
wi t h  t h e m  a l l . 

· 

P a u l  wa� b a e k  i n  M e l b o u� n e  6 o �  t h a t  d a y  a n d  � h e  6 i k� t ma j o k  
e o n ta et & m e eti n g  e o n e l u d e d  w i t h  o u� 6 i � � t b a t e h  o 6  da�a o n  t h e  e v e n t . 

A �  � h e  C a.� wa� � ti l l  i n  S o ut h  A u� t k a l i a  a n d  u n d e k t h e  
e o n t� o l  o 6  C H 7 T . V . , P a u l  d e p a �t e d  6 o � t h a t  � t a t e t o  � ta � t  � o m e  � e � e a k e h 
a n d  1 t o o k  a ai� e � a 6 t  6 l i g h t  o n  t h e  1 � t F e b 8 8  � o  A d e l a i d e , S . A . t o  
m e et P a ul a n d  a �  a��a n g e d  b y  t h e  T . V .  S � a ti o n ,  t o  t a k e  d u� t � a m p l e �  
a n d  i n � p e e t / e x a mi n e t h e C a k . 

W e  w o � k e d  o n  t h e C a k  6 o k  � o rn e  2 %  h o uk� wi t h  g k e a t  � u e e e 6 � , 
a n d  t h a �  nig h t  1 t o o k  a n o t h e k  a i k e � a 6 t  b a e k  t o  M e l b o u� n e  t o  6 o l l o w  up 
o n  t h e  F a mil y a n d  t h e  m a n y  t e � t t h a t h a d  to b e  p k o d u e e d ,  w h i l e Pa u l  
o v e � t h e  n e x t 0 ew d a y.� � e - t e � t e d � h e  C a � . 

B y  t h e  2 6 t h  F e b  8 8  I h a d  a k k a n g e d  1 2 t e 6 t 6 , i n t e n v i e w 6 , 
i n� p e e �i o n� a n d e x a m i n a t i o n � . T h e � e t e � t a n d  h e 6 u l t �  wi l l  b e  k e l e a 6 e d  
b y  V U F O RS o v e k  t h e  n e x t 6 e w m o n� h � , b ut l i � t e d  b e l o w a h e  t h e  t e 6 t 
6 o h y o u� i n 6 o � m at i o n .  

1 .  T A P E V I N T E R V I E WS W I T H T H E  K N O W L E S . 
2 .  C A R I NS P E C T I O N A N V V U S T  S A M P L E S C O L L E C T E D . 
3 .  G . P .  M E V I C A L S O N  T H E  F A M I L Y  
4 .  B L O O V  P A T H O L O G Y . 
5 .  C L I N I S T I X  U R I N E T E S T . 
6 .  M B  T ES T  B I L I - C O M B L R  6 .  
7 .  V E T E R I N A R Y  T E S T  O N  T H E  V O GS . 
8 .  V O G  B L O O V  PA T H O L O G Y . 
9 .  P H Y C H I A T R I S T  E X A M I N A T I O N .  
1 0 .  H Y P N O S I S  B Y  A M . V .  
1 1 . V US T P R E  T E S T S . 
1 2 .  P H O T O G R A P H I C ? U . V .  A NA L Y S I S . 

A n d  t h e � e � e a h e h  � ti l l  g o e � o n , wi t h  a l o t  m o h e  t e� t� 
p la n n e d  6 o �  t h e  V US T  S A M P L E S , a n d  h u n d h e d � o 6  w o h d6 o 6  h e� e a n e h  to 
be p ut d o w n  o n  p a p e �  a n d i nt o  a h e p o n t . 

B ut 6 o h  t h e  n e x t  � e t o 6  V U F O RS B U L L E T I N S a n d  o u h M e m b e h �  
w e  ah e 6 i� � t g o i n g  t o  p h o v i d e , a l  T h e  6 i n 6 t m a j o n r n e � � A nti e a l �  i n  a 
dat e li n e , b ) O t h e n e v e n t �  i n  t h e  a k e a , e ) A n d 6 o m e  n e � u l � 6 6 k o m  t h e 
� e� e a� e h  w e  h a v e  e o m p l e t e d . 

T h i� will t a k e t i m e a n d  b e e a u 6 e o 6  o t h e n  � t o ni e � t h a t  w e  
m u� t e o v e k it will ta k e  a n u m b e k o 6  e di ti o n 6  o 6  o u h B u l l e t i n . 

P a u l  N o n m a n  t e a v e � 6 o n t h e U . S . t o  e x p a n d o u h ·h e � e a n e h.  o H  
t hi� e n e o u nt e n i n  Ma h e h  � o  t h e h e  w i l l b e  a l o t  t o  k e p o h t  o n .  

S O  L E S T S S T A R T W I T H T H E  P R E S S . 

Desert U FO puzzle 



Check 
attack 

. ··cla im 
Br NEIL McMAHON 

A FAMILY's claim that 
they encountered a UFO 
as they crossed the Null­
arbor early yesterday bas 
authorities cuesslnr. 

A Perth woman In her 
40s and her three adult 
sons claim an oval­
shaped objed landed on 
top of their ear as they 
were drlvlnr·from West· 
ern Australia to Mel· 
bourne. 

They say the · object 
picked up the car, shook 
It, slammed It to the 
rround and showered It 
with ash before nylnr 
away. 

And pollee say there Is 
physical evidence to sup­
port the claim and at 
least one Independent 
witness - a truck driver 
who claimed to have 
been followed by the 
objeeL 

Sean Knowles told last 
alrbt or bow the family 
ear1 driven by bls mother 
ana carrying him and his 
two brothers, had alinost 
coll ided with a huge 
ubrlrht rlowln(' object 
aear the WA-SA border. 

Sean. 21, said the object 
bad appeared parked on 
the road In front or them. 

••u was 'clow lnr so 
bright," be said. 

"We swerved to miss It 
and nearly hit a car and 
caravan coming the other 
way.'' 

"It was a weird looklnr 
tblnr and we stopped to 
co back and have a look." 

S e a n  s a i d  b e ,  h i s  
brothers and mother. had 
become frightened and 
�d run back to their car, 

a Ford Telstar, to ret 
away from the objecL 

"It chased us, and at 
one stare when we were 
trying to ret away we 
were dolor up to 200 
kmh," he said. 

Sean said the object 
bad landed on the ear's 
roof' and lifted It from the 
road. 

He sald his mother had 
rone Into shock after she 
bad felt on top of the car 
and touched the object. 

"She told me It felt like 
a rubber suction pad." 

Mrs Know les, Sean, 
and her other sons Pat· 
rlek. 24, and W111ne, 18, 
were restlnr last nlcht at 
the Eyre Hlrhway Motel, 
a t  W u d l n n a ,  3 5 0  
kilometres north-west or 
Adelaide. 

And, Incredible though 
their story seems, pollee 
and scientists were tak· 
lng the case seriously. 

The family Is expected 
to travel to Adelaide to 
luave the car examined 
and to tell scientists at a 
U FO research centre 
about their experience. 

They have drawn a 
sketch or the uro, which 
they .say was orance 
colored and err-shaped. . 

Set Jim Furnell, of 
Ceduna, 500 km east ol 
the SA·WA border. told 
The Sun last nlrbt the 
Incident apparently hap-
pened about 8.30am Mel· 
bourne Ume. 

•• u looks authentic. 
Christ k.nows what's hap­
pened," he said. 

The family was driving 
near Mundrabllla on the 
Eyre Highway, be uld. 

"Tbey saw a light ob­
Ject following a truck 
colnr west along the 

highway, then It turned 
around and caught up 
with them," he sald. 

••u landed on the roof, 
picked the car up, shook 
It violently, pressed It 
back on to the road and 
blew a tyre," be aald. 
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"It showered i t  with ash on 
the roof and the interior 
through the open w i ndows. 
The occupants escaped to 
hide in the scrub. They 
watched the object hover 
around i n  mid-air for some 
t i me then fly off." 

S1t Fred Longley, also of 
C e a u n a ,  l a s t  n i g h t  w a s  
pomle r i ng h o w  t o  t i t le  his 
o fi1d ;1 l  report .  He thought  he 
migh t, ju s t  have to sett le  foe 
"i ridd�r. t  on t!lc N u l larllor  
l l ighway". · 

. · S�t LongJ�v s!}iu he . haQ 
t;;n.cm· c �llzr U'fO report; b��· 

none like the one given to 
him by the Knowles family. 

He sai d  he was normal ly 
sceptical,  but was keeping 
an open mind. 

S g t  L o n g l e y  s a i d  M rs 
Knowles and her sons were 
obv iously distressed when 
they walked i nto his police 
s t a t i o n  a t  l u n c h t i m e  
yesterday. 

"These peo ple  h a ve de­
fi n i te iy  see n someth i ng,''  he 
said.  

"Jast what - well  I d on 't 
k n o w. 

· Tit�v� wue in. a. lc'n� :.; ie 
S i a tc, .: v e n  lalOU"H n was tavc 

hours after the Incident • • •  

very upset. 
.. Y o u  c o u l d  say w h i te­

faced, shak i ng,  obv iously 
distressed. 

" T h e  w o m a n  w a s  just  
thankfu l  to be ali ve. 

.. These people were In ·- a 
1000 per cent worse state 
than o t her people who've 
made U FO reports to me. 

"Som€ t h i o g  happened out 
th� re. T h e i r  car,  even after 
beimt driv�n eil  tha t �way . 
sti l i  had b lack ash, or e ust,  
over i t. Ev�n on the · inside. · 

I(Th�re's n . )  sJi i  Hke t hat 
out there, 'o'u1y 'sahtl. 

..Everyone else here in the 
station is pretty sceptical, 
but I 'm keeping an open 
m ind." 

T h e  C e d u n a p o l i c e m e n  
s a i d  the truck d r i ver who 
was originally followed by 
the object had driven on to 
Perth and reported the Inci­
d e n t  to t he m e d i a, w h o  
alerted police. 

They said the car had dam­
ag'! c o n s \ s �e n t  w i th t he 

.� l leged - i nei den i· · .-... the re 
. were inarks on the ' roatl and 
· ash w a·s · fo u n d  scat te red 
a:rn11ntl th� at"�a. 

· 

· Sgl FurneU said t;•e e v i-

dence suggested the family 
was being truthful. 

The o w ner of the Mundra­
b i l l a  Motor Hotel, Mrs Shir· . 
ley Lundon, said last night 
she had spoken to two truck 
d rivers who were the first 
people to see the Knowles 
fam i l y  after the incident. 

S he said the dri vers were 
outside her hotel when she 
opened at 5 am. 

"I know them only as Por­
ky and Graham." .s;le sa id. 

"They $a id· that th�� (am_i ly 
h2d just driven off a fe w 
mi14U.t1:s earl i e r  . a fter they _ 

· hud faileu to conv ince the 
woman d river to stop w ith 
them and have coffee. 

.. Porky told me that when 
the car d rew In, the woman 
was c rying al most uncon­
trollably and the three boys 
all seemed in a state or 
shoc k. He said one boy coul d  
hardly speak." 

Mr Ray B rook of the U FO 
research centre in Adelaide 
is pla n n ing to in terv iew the 
fam i ly.  

_ ; M r. B rook.saJd last night he 
� had heard a n  i nterv iew w i th 

one fa rn i ! y  member and be­
. l.i e'.led. \hey · hat) . had a n  all·  

thcntic experience. 
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ct In· 
. t e n d e d  t o  fl y i n g  

· saucers, l i ttle green 
men or egg-shaped spaceships 

· zoo mlng .alonr the Eyre H igh· 
way, space eniln�er Matthew ·: 
James today said we should 
not ret too excited by all  the 
talk of UFOs. 

As p o l i c e  I n v e s t i g a t e d  
claims by a Perth family that 
they were harassed by extra· 
terrestrials a s  they drove 
a c ross t he N u l l arbor, M r  
James cautioned aralnst t he 
hysterical view. 

.. Certainly these are most 
Interesting reports," he said. 
"Something obviously hap. 
pened to these people. 

uout on what we have heard 
so far, I woul d  suggest we 
could be talking about ball 
l ightning. I t  sounds like that 
sort or phenomenon." 

Ball l ightning? 
uu•s literally a ball of light, 

a v ariation on normal llrht- . 
ning caused by electrical cur­
rents a n d  macnetlc fields 

arranging themselves In a 
d i fferent manner. 

.. lt  takes on a spherical 
shape, which coul d  explain 
the reports that this w as an 
egg-shaped object. I t  doesn't 
happen often1 but i t  has been 
experienced m Austra l ia and 
throughout the world." 

Mr James, it should be said, 
is not a cynic. He hJ spokesman 
for the Melbourne Planetary 
Society, part · of a worldwide 
sc ient ific group which In­
c ludes among its aims the 

• 
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An artist's sketch of t"- seeM· 
Ut• K'nowfes family described. 
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e Mrs Knowles . . . near 
hy1terics after incide nt. 

The Knowles family . • . Patnck, Wayne, Faye and S.an. 

A damaged tyre from the Knowles family's car. tO 



need · to encourare further 
spendlq on research Into ex· 
tra·terrestrial life. Its founder 
Is the emlnerU Canadian sci en· 
tlst and writer,· Dr Carl Sagan. 
Its sponsors include Holly­
wood . .director Steven Spiel� 

. berg. . 
,. Mr· James Is part of what 
might be called the · serious 
scientific exploration of whe­
ther there Is intelligent life 
elsewhere in the universe. 

He Is an aerospace consul· 
tant who works on govern­
ment and private research 
programs. He Is now writing a 
book on Australian space acti­
vities for the National Com­
mittee on Space Engineering. 

· He steers clear of Flash Gor­
don comics. 

Mr James' v iew is that one 
day we may well establish 
contact with another world ­
but that we shouldn't expect 
extra-terrestrials to come 
knocking on our door, or, des· 
p ite the . reports coming from 
the Nullarbor, to terrorise 
motorists on desert highways. 

"I enjoyed watch_ing E.T. 
just like everyone · else,'' he 
said. .. And l think we must 
keep an open inind on this 
question. In fact, I would hope 
to see some evidence of life 
elsewheft\.ln .my lifetime.· 

· "But, ln1t9 per cent of cases, 
claims of extra-terrestrials . 
cannot . be substantiated with 
proper evidence. And those 
that do sound credible, where 
people expe rience s trange 
sensations like those · men­
tioned in the reports today, it 
doesn't necessarily imply that 
extra-terrestrial beings were 
Involved." 

Mr James said he would 
never dismiss UFO reports as 
fantasies. ' : 

Mr James said he believed if · 
there was to be contact with 
other l ife In the universe,- It 
was more likely radio astro­
nomy would be first to establ· 
Ish a dialogue. The great dist­
ances of space made the 
possibility of personal contact 
with aliens,- If they existed at 
all, unlikely in the extreme. 

NASA, the ·American space 
agency, had "dedicated funds 
explicitly for· the purpose of 
monltorfnc radio traffic In 

� space. Its space tracking sta­
·uon jusf outside · Canberra 
was Involved In this program. 

SJgnl.Ocantly, the efforts by 
the space superpowers had yet 
to achieve one positive result. 

"Nevertheless, the seatch is , 
contlnulq." 

As , to the -visits of little 
green men? "Well, I have yet to 
see proof of it. Have you?'' 
• The Perth · family which 
said a UFO plucked their car 
from the road as they crossed 

· the Nullarbor ·yesterday was 
believed to be at a secret 
location · · in Adelaide today 
after signing a deal with a 
television station. 

_A station spokesman said 
Mrs Faye Knowles and her 
three soils, Patrick, 24, Sean, 
21, and .Wayne, 18, were still  

-somewb&t shaken by the ir en­
counter . which was being in· 
vestliated by police. 
. . ) . 
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Two more 
claim 

l nasty 
encounter 

A B R I S B A N E  m a n claims he and a carload 
or friends had an e xi»eri­
ence simi lar to the Nul­
larbor "encounter". 

And researchers In Mel­
b o u r n e  b e l i e v e  t h e  
Knowles fami ly's siJidinc 
may be linked to a Tasma• nian UFO report. 

Details of the Decem· 
ber 14 slghtinc by a prom­
I n e n t  L a u n c e s t o n  
businessman were clven 
Jesterday by the VIctor­
Ian UFO Research So­
ciety. 

.. The object described is 
exactly the same," society 
orncer Mr Pat Gildea said. 

The man, who for pro­
fessional reasons did not 
want to be identified, 
claimed he saw a colored 
e�g-shaped object while 
d riving along a country 
road in his white Mer­
cedes about 10.30 pm. 

lie claimed the Iicht 
landed on the road in 
front of him and, as lt did, 
h is enclne and l lchts died. 

"lie panicked and ran 
but then stopped to look 
back," Mr G i ldea said. 

The car was dracced to­
wards the light before the 
ov a l-shaped object new 
orr, Mr G lldea said. 

In Brisbane Mr Ron 
Warman, G6, said that last 
O c t o b e r  he a n d  fo u r  
fr i e n d s  w e re d r l v l n c 
alonK a lonely road be· 
tween Sansonvale and 
Petrie when "this object 
came down from the sky." 

" I t  was white with a 
yellow centre and eame 
s t r a i g h t  at t he w i nd­
screen. It left no evidence, 
and no one was game to 
wind down the windows 
and look up." 
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A Perth woman who datms an 
unidenllf�ed flyJng object landed 
on top• or · tter- 'car sai d  la.«it n ight 
that she and her three sons be­
l ieved the object had been "after'.' 
them. 

M rs Faye Knowles, speaking on 
Channel ' 7, said she had . Initially 
mistaken the object; whiClt emit­
ted a "hotrible humming·  noise" 
for n truck. · · 

She said the encounter, on the 
Nullarbor Pla i n  ln  Western Aus­
tra l ia on · Wednesday ·· night, ' had·. · 
lasted about 90 minutes. 

M r  Sean · Knowles,! :·who · was . 
· driving the family car .at .the 'Ume. 
said on Adelaide r!l

,
dio_ yesterday 

that after sighting , the UFO. at 
5.30 am on Wednesday, "I · was 
doing about 200 kllometres . (an 
hour) to try and get away from it.  

"Somehow, l got a blow--out," he 
said. "I don't know how. Once I got .  

· the blow..out, i t  (the· U FO) was on 
the car. A l l  of us had ..this real 
weird feeling going th rough us." 

Mrs Knowles said : she and her 
sons · believed · they· : .. were· \ dyihg · 
when the object grew in site and 
landed :Ofl the top of. their c�r wltll . 
a clunk. 

"I . was scream ing, 1 was i n' hys- · 
tericats," she said. After the 
object l uted the Knowles' car · ofl ' 
the ground and dropped it heavi­
ly, Mrs Knowles wound down he{ 
window and started screa ming. 
Soot then fi l led the car and cov· 
ered it.  

"We thought we were dying, 
then we got out of the car nnd we 
h id beh in<J a l ittle tree in the 
.bushes !and 1�:lcouldn't find us," 
she sa\d . "It ·Was up the road a bit  
further· from·�·us. I t  was after us." 

The Object' tben took off and the 
fa mily• o rtet\· lthangi ng the tyre 
quickly, drove away but they sald 
the . Object fOllowed r them · aga i n. 
The . fam i ly had . tried to wave 
down other cars but none stopped. 

The · Victorian ' U FO Research 
Society said it was not an unusual 
phenomenon to have remnants of 
ash after an alleged U FO visit · 

The group said that an incident 
in no�thern Tasmania, near Laun­
c�ston, on l fDecember bore 
striking .si mi larities to the Nullar· 
bor Plain ev'ent,;: t n  that incident, a 
car . waa_.: .. �r,aMed . towards an 
unldentltlea�:,Qbj�ct on ' the · road 
and i ts motor. �ut out, the society 
sa id. 

The slng&��9��upant had been 
scared andJ�tt ��e car to take cov­

er . ln . some .' · .bUshes. When the 
object. destribed as a conglomer· 
at ion of b�tght '  Ughts, had moved 
·away, the· car - bdd been covered In  
grey· asti . :.r�e} soclety's spokes­
man, M r  Paf Qll�ea, said  the Incl-. 
dent.  was sti l l tbelng Investigated. 

Poft' Lincom::pol lce confirmed 
.yesterday · t�at: ;the crew of the 
tuna .bo.9t M oni�a claimed to have 
seen: lriovlng-· lt�i\ts In the sky In . 
the I Great · Australian Bight on 
Wednesday night. 

The crew or .another vessel, the 
Em press Lady, had olso reported 
seeing an object a week. before the 
N u l la rbor Incident. 

A truck driver, M r  John de · 
Jong, o lso said  � on Cha n nel 7 last 
night that he had seen the l ights 
that terri fied M rs Knowles 1\nd 

· her  th ree adult sons. 
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Mr Norman (left) and Mr Auchettt examining the car today 
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The driver of the family car, Mr Sean Knowla1. 21, and his brother, WG)'M. 11, in Adelaide yuterday. 
� � -- - -- .. --- ·-- - -

· TilE AGE. Friday 22 January 1 988 :· 

Meteorite 'not UFO answer' 
A LEADING UFO researcher bas dJs. r I mJssed claims that a meteorite "at· By Carolyn Collins tacked .. the Knowles family's car on 
.the Nullarbor Plain. evidence of a UFO encounter. The car 

Mr Paul Norman. vice president of has been impounded by Channel 7 
the Victorian UFO �ociety, said these since it arrived in Adelaide from 
and other similar explanations were Ceduna. 
"hogwash". Mr Auchtettl said the dents on the 

"They watched it fly off - what sort roof could not have been caused by 
of meteorite does that?" be said. the car rolling, as some reports have 

Mr Norman and fellow researcher suggested. 
Mr John Auchettl were in Adelaide to :_"The probability of getting them so 
carry out a series of. tests on the · evenly spaced is very rare. It is not 
Knowles' car. · · ;· · · - · · · like someone has walked over it," he 

Although the encounter took place said. · 
12 c;_iays ago, the men were satisfied The blown-out tyre was also "very 
the results of their tests would.reveal unusual" because there were no signs 
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of wear and tear and it •.vould be sent 
to its manufacturer for analysis. 

The pair collected dust. samples 
from inside the car and from the 
brake linings, and tested the ca; for 
radioactivity and changes to the its 
magnetic field. 

Mrs Faye Knowles and her sons 
Patrick, 24, Sean, 21, and WaY!le, 18, 
claimed their car was picked up by 
a bright white object near the WA-5A 
border on January 21.  

They told police their car was 
covered with ash before be ing 
dropped, bursting a tyre. 

M E L B O U R N E  a d v e r t i s i n g  c o m p a n y  
Campaign Palace was quick n rr  the mark 
gel tinjE this advertisment into the national 
daily newspapen. 

Th�r� ,.. rr� .\u.<lralla.wld� hradlln� nn Thunday 
anrr a Perth family clainwd 1 UFO picked thdr car up 
and •hnnk it whilr thry w�� tra .. dlin� :KrMS thr Nullar· 
hor nn W�nedav. 

Cnpy wriln Sc�l Whyhin mapped nul lhr itfra in the 
hlock ()(a cah 110�r hr:orinl! :1 r'lldin �pnrl lind art din'Cinr 
r.rahamr Smith prnducro thr artwnrk almMt a� fast. 

It lnnk ·�� than rieht Mtlr< rrnm �n<"rplion In dcliYtr• 
ine the final .rtwnrk in Sydney hy hRnd - anof llult 
lncludetf •rlllnc the idea to Dunlnp and honking the 
nrw<pllprr �pMr. 

1\�kM if Onnlnp haof <"hrckrd whclher thr vehicle 
wa�n "t :tlrrady littrd with l>nnlnp tyr�. P11nlnp :odverli!<· 
lne mana11er Eric Rillln�t cnmmentrd that it pmhably 
-�. 

"It didn 't lenr the road." wa hi.< lotdc. 

*** 

F R EE D O M  O F  
I N FO R M AT I O N 
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DUST covering the 
car Involved ln the 
Nullarbor UFO ••en­
counter" was an un­
k n o w n  ·s u bs t a n c e ,  
poUc;e �ld yesterday. 

And as t h e  p u z z l e  
deepened, more people 
claimed to have seen the 
object a Perth family say 
attacked them near the 
S A · W A  b o r d e r  o n  
Wednesday . .  

Forensic pollee were 
quoted In Adelaide as 
s a y i n g  t h e  substance 
allegedlY deposited on and 
Inside the car was not ash. 

And the crew of a tuna 
boat fishing about 300km 
orr the SA coast were 
among a number or people 
credited wlth Independent 
slghtlngs or a UFO match· 

' lng the description or the 
NuUarbor nasty. 

The tuna boat Empress 
Lady, of the Australlan 
Southern Bluefin fleet, re· 
ported a b r l g h t  l l g h t  
hovering overhead around 
t h e  s a m e t i m e  t h e  
Knowles family clalm they 
were attacked. 

And Sgt Jim FumeU, of 
Ceduna, ln the far west of 
South Austra l i a ,  s a l d  
pollee had had cans from 
two other people claiming 
to have seen a light ln the 
past week, but had been 
reluctant to report it for 
rear or ridicule; 

Pollee also had another 
report from a motorist in 
WA, he said. 
· But other pollee believe 

the U FO sighting, b y  
Perth woman Mrs Faye 
Knowles and her sons Pat­
rick, 24; Bean, 2 1 ,  and 
Wayne, 18, may yet tum · out to be a gigantic hoax. 

A n d  a n  A u s t ra l l a n  
Southern Bluenn fleet 
spokesman said detalJs of 
the tuna boat sighting had 
been exaggerated. 

Chief Insp Barry Wil­
loughby, or Port Lincoln, 
said the desert slghtlng 
was In the same area or 
W A where the "Nullarbor 
N y m p h "  c r e a t e d  a 
worldwide sensation some 
years ago. · 

· · 

Pollee at Eucla said they 
had .been out on the hlgh· 
way but were unable to 
find the spot · where the 
encounter allegedly hap-
pened. . 

But Mrs Faye Knowles 
and her three sons were 
still Insisting last night 
that their experience on 

· the : Eyre Highway was 
real. · 

The� told last night of . 
how they endured nearly 
two hours or terror in a 
desperate bid to nee what 
they are convinced was a 
UFO. 

· Btlll recovering from 
what · they claim was a 
horrifying encounter, the 
lamlly appeared distres­
sed and shaken In an ex• · 
elusive lntervlew on Hinch · 
at Sev�n. 1 

Mrs Knowles and her 

sons said their car was 
engulfed by a glowing ball 
and lUted Into the air. ·· 

"We were in a state of 
shock," said Mrs Knowles. 

"All or a sudden this 
thing was on our roof and 
lifted the car up." 

"I said I didn't know 
what to do and as soon as I 
said that thls smoke stuff 
started coming . lnto the 
car." 1 

.. It was like a soot . . .  
coming In on top or us," 
abe said. 

••we thought we · were 
dying, so we got out of t.he · 

car and stood · behind a 
little tree in the bushes. · 

.. It couldn't find us but it 
was stlll there waiting Cor 
us and looking for us." 

Mrs Knowles said she 
and her sons stayed in the 

. b u s h e s  fo r a b o u t  1 5  
minutes. 

"Then all of a sudden It 
took off a gai n and when 
we hopped in the car to 
take off it came after us 
again. · 

"It wouldn't . leave . us 
alone." 

The Knowles said they 
were all awake when they 
noticed the UFO ln the 
middle of the road, In front 
or their car, at about 5am. 

"It was terrible," Mrs 
Knowles said. 

Sean, who was driving, 
said: "I had to put my root 
down because it was chas• 
ing us. The next second it 
was on the roof.'' 

•·we heard a clunking 
sound," Mrs Knowles said . .  

The Knowles were ada· 
. mant that what they sa� ' 

was real and not a ball or' 
l ightning as has been 
claimed. 

"This was happening for 
about a n  hour and a half. 

"It kept tonnentlng us." 
"If you're driving 200km 

an hour how could you 
blow the back tyre without 
rolllng the car?'' 
" It was alter us," said Mrs 
Knowles. 

"It was chasing other 
cars then all of a sudden It 

. came for us. 
"Something's got to be 

done or else someone wlll 
ge t re a l l y  h u r t , "  M rs 
Knowles said . 

"There's somelhin� out 
there we can't expl a m. " · 

They are to get the train 
back to Perth. 

AGE , V I C  
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I N  America, they're 
excited. In Australla, 
they're more cautious 
- even sceptical. 

But whatever IT was 
that the Knowles fa mily 
saw out on the Nullarbor 
cnrly on Wednesday mor� 
ning, It  has grabbed the 
a t.tenUon - and aroused 
the envy - or researchers 
around the world. 

S o m e  e v e n  � a y  the 
" Mund rabllla Incident." -
ns pollee now ca l l  the fam­
ily's strange encounter -
the most importa nt sight­
Ing ever. 

"I  ca n' t t.hl n k  of any 
other co�e l ike I t," �aid 
George Eberha rt. from t.he 
Ch lcRgo-bascd .T .L. Hynek 
Cen t.re for U FO studies. 

"It's Incred ible. 
"There have been other 

r e po rts w h e re v eh i c l e s · 
have been interfered with 

.._ l lke the Ignition sylem8 
- but nothing llke this. t 

· wish a case l ike this had 
hnppened here. "  

The Hynek Centre -
named aner a UFO resear� 
cher who once served as an 
astronomical consu ltant 
t.o the offic ial US Air Force 
Investigation I nto U FOs ­
rece i ves a bou t 250 re­
ported slghtlngs each year 
from throughout the US. 

Bodies 
Eberhart said the best­

documented case on re­
cord or a cJose encou nter 
or the second kind -
actual physica l  evidence 
- was a 1 97 1  incident in 
Delthof, Kansas. 

In tha t case, after a · 
sightin g by a 1 6-year-old 
boy, Ronald .Johnson, sci­
e n t i s t s  fo u n d  a r i n g­
shaped mark in the grass 
and a residue of a sl ivery­
type or sa lt which was not 
found natu rally . 

But, Eberha rt said, the 
K nowles sighting could be 
of even grea ter import­
ance. 

At home In Austra l i a . 
t h e o r i e s  a b o u t  w h a t  
caused the Knowles fa m­
Ily's night of terror have 
begun Oylng around like 
UFOS. 

Explana tions Inc lude a 
close encounter with dry 
lightning or a direct hit 
fro m a c a r b o n a c e o u s 
meteori te . 

A nother th eoris t  h a s  
s u g ge s te d  t h e o bj e c t  
nught have been nothi ng 
more sin ister tha n a dis­
torted v iew or the risi ng 
sun . 

Faye K nowles and her 
,thr,ee �on:. , A re adarmmt 
the · dazzllhg giant egg-tnt 

a n - e g g c u p - l l k e o bj e c t  
which landed on their car 
on the Eyre Highway In 
the early hours or Wednes­
day was ex traterrestrial.  

They claim the smell of 
dead bodies, the coating of 
ash and dent.c; on the roof 
or their car an point to 
so m e t h i n g  not of th is 
world . 

And re�earch physic ist 
O len Moore of Wollongong 
Universi ty agrees. 

But Instead or a UFO, he 
believes each or the lmtl­
vidual phenomena and the 
sighting or a bri ght obJect 
reported by tuna fisher­
men in the O real Austra­
l ian B ight adds up to a 
carbonaceous meteoriU! . 

"I see no difficulty with 
what they saw, only with 
the interpretation or what 
it was," said Mr Moore. · 

"There's the possibi l ity 
or these people feellng a 
very considerable shock If 
the meteorite e!lt.ered the 
earth's a tmosphere above 
them . 

" I t's qu i te possible the 
meteorite broke up in the 
atmosphere and materia l  
from I t  fell on the car." 

H o w e v e r ,  P r o fe s s o r  
Peter Schwerd tfeger, head 
o f  m e t e o r o l o g y  a t  
Adelaide's Fl inders Unl­
versit.y, thinks a severe 
e lectrical storm could also 
nt the bill.  

"My best guess Is tha t 
it's an u tmospheric electri­
c a l  p h e no m e n a n  m a n ­
i fested In the fonn o r  dry 
lightn i ng - in other words 
there was no rain. 

"If somebody ha ppens to 
be in one of these electrica l  
d i stu rbances mi les l'rom 
anywhere, I t.'s going to be 
a pretty thrilling lf not 
eerie sensaUon:" . 

A l l a n  B r u n t .  fo r m e r  
head of the Sout.h Austra­
l i a n  Bureau of Meteorolo-
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gy, has another Idea - an 
extremely distorted view 
of the rising sun. 

He sa id conditions on 
the day were perfect for far 
horizon mirages and what 
happened following the 
sighting could probably be 

. explained by panic. 
Mr Brunt thought It pos­

sible Mrs Knowles turned 
her car over without really 
knowing what had hap­
pened, landing back on 
the wheels. 

"I'll go and jump In the 
lake lf that dust they 
round on the car turns out 
to be some sort. of extra­
terrestrial . ma terlal," he 
said . .  

M r  Brunt wlll have to 
• w a l t  howe ver. because 

pollee said It could be at 
least. another week before 
rorenslc expert� analysed 
1.h� substcance. 

SUN , V I C  

2 3 . 1 . 1 9 8 8  

High-speed T elstar 
In regard to the recent Null arbOr vis: 
it of our intergalactical neighbors 
please show me a Ford Telstar s.�­
dan capable of 200 kmh. 

Gerard Toblrt� 
· Mooroolbark. 

AGE , V I C  
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Aft e r  W e d n e s d a y ' s  
alleged extra-terrestrial 
attack on four travellers 
on the lonely Eyre out­
side the tiny town, local 
publican Steve Papuptis 
said yesterday he had 
seen strange lights over 
Eucla on January 5. 

When pllots flying light 
planes between Adelaide 
and Perth stop over at 
Eucla, Mr Papuptls goes 
to the alrstip to take 
them back to his Amber 
Hotel. 

A booking was made 
for a pilot to stay on 
January 5, but when he 
didn't turn up at the air­
strip at 7 pm as ex­
p e c t e d ,  M r  P a p u p tis 
went home. 

Later that night Mr 
Papuptis's wife said she 
could see a plane coming 
in, so he thought his 
guest had arrived. 

"I saw what looked like 
navigation lights moving 
over the west of the town 
towards the airstrip," Mr 
Papuptis said. 

"The lights came slow­
ly down like a plane pre- · 
paring to land . . . but 
then hovered at a 20-

degree angle for about a 
nUnute. . 

"I thought what the 
hell is the pilot doing. " 

Mr Papuptls, who has 
spent 20 years at Eucla, 
said the lights moved 
lower, then slowly east 
before vanishing over the 
horizon. 

He reported the inci­
dent to police because he 
feared the plane might 
have crashed. 

On police advice he 
also reported it to air 
traffic control in Perth 
w h o  c h e c k e d  w i t h 
Adelaide airport. 

"They said no p lane 
was supposed to be in 
the area," Mr Papuptis 
said. 

He said he was mysti­
fied by the incident until 
last we e k's c la i m  b y  
P e r t h  w o m a n  F a y e  
Knowles that she and 
h e r  three sons w e re 
chased by a huge "bri ght 
glowing" object as they 
drove near the W A-SA 
border town. 

Mr Papuptis said the 
lights he saw "were two 
twinkling white lights on 
top of a n  ultra-violet 
light. but I didn't bother 
to look at its shape" .  

He c a n ' t  re member 
whether he heard the 
sound of a plane because 

"when I saw the lights I 
thought it was a plane 
anyway and there was an 
east wind blowing at the 
rate of about 15 knots". 

But he doesn't believe 
in flying saucers. 

" I  h a d  s e e n  l i g h t  
streaks from Skylab and 
I think maybe what I saw 
in January was some 
part of a rocket, " he said. 

Ano ther Eucla resi­
dent. 28-year-old cook 
Jeanette Dodd, isn't so 
sure about what she saw 
in the sky. 

Her house is on a hill 
with a commanding view 
of the Southern Ocean. 

" About a month ago 
we were in bed looking at 
the stars and this bright 
light was coming to­
wards us, "  said Ms Dodd. 

"It sort of flew into the 
angle of the window and 
then zoomed away. 

"It was very big and 
must have been travel­
ling at incredible speed. 

"It hovered above the 
horizon on a 30-degree 
angle, so I knew it wasn't  
a boat . . . and then it  
disappeared. "  

Another local with a 
strange tale is bar mana­
ger Stan Mossdeld, who 
said: "I was going home 
fro m B o r d e r  V i l l a g e  
about l O days ago and as 
I was coming towards 
our place I saw this great 
big light hanging up in 
the air. 

"It \ns then for about 
5 km a 1d then when we 
rounde i a bend it was 
gone. 1 .  was scacy." 

Mr Mossdeld believes 
the va1i ous sightings add 
up to vistors from space. 

"Most people in town 
t h i n k  s o m e t h i n g i s  
occuring and I think 
these c r e a tures fro m  
outer space are ready to 
communicate with us," 
he said. 
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I NEVER· intended. to tell any� 
one th i5. l wa! not keen to bC 

thought of as crazy and there was. 
no way I could have avoided that 
by cla iming to have had a n  en"'. · 
counter or .. that kincr·: 

However� now tha, .the K nowfei . 
have made t heir encounter publ ic 
a nd ot hen cla i ming to have. had · 
similar ex periences have come out , 
of the woodwork. I might as well  · 

get in on t he act • .. .  

Wu· it rC3 lly a U FO that my 
com panion a nd ( saw on the Eyre 
H ighway in Western Austral ia al l  
those yea rs ago? 

I t  happened w hen I was work� 
ing in  Ka lgoorl ie. At tha t time we 
received regu lar reports of motor­
ists on the h ighway seeing strange 
lights. We r.ur the stories, but al-· 
wa ys had a l i t t le chuck le. a bou t  
a nother sig h t i n g  of  l i t t le g reen 
men on the N u l larbor. 

In those days. sighting U FOs 
was not as accepta ble as it has be­
come today.  S uch reports were 
treated with glee and greeted with  
com ments l i ke: " Where d id you 
see i t ?  I n  t h e  ca r parlc_ at t h e  
pub? .. 

Well. there was no way· I was . 
goi ng to cop that sort of flak. Be- , 
sides. it could have been c:mba r� · 

rassing to both my compa nion a nd 
myself. 

A nyway. I was on an. ass ign· 
ment out past Bal ladonia on the 
h ig h way a n d  was retu r n i n g  to 
Kal�oorlie. It was dark so_wc had · 

Suddenly this b ig. bright l ight 
a ppeared on the horizon in front 
·ot us. \Ve though t  it  was a t ruck. 
so moved over beca use he seemed 
to be hogging the m iddle of the 
road. 

The l ight approached at about 
t he speed a truck would. As he got 
closer I cursed him for: not di ppi ng 
h is l i gh ts  a nd gave him a blast of 
ful l  beam just to remind h im . 

I t had no affect. He just kept on 
com i ng with  th� t  l ight � f i nd ing 

· us. I slowed ·right down and wa i t� 
ed for him to pass:. 
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When the l ight came to wjthin 
about 100 metres or us everything 
_iap� out. The car li"ghts and. r:a· 
dio wen t .  orr and · the· eng ine ·stoppecL · 

Tfle l ight · slowed; and; made a. 
�ouple of slow passes over us. rn 
·no time at all we �ere perspiring· 
.·profusely and the. meta l of the. car· 
was hot to touch . .  ll was l ike an 
oven in there. 

We could not get' out because. 
th is was in the days before the·· 
highway was sealed� There was. 
dust and dirt swirl ing around like. a storm; we woulci have choked to· 
death on it. 

· 

We could do noth ing but just sit 
and watch the f ight  make the 
passes over us. We could see noth­
Ing· but the l ight and we could 
�ear nothing but a sound l ike a 
vacuum cleaner. 

My companion grabbed at my 
arm. ''What's goin g  on. what's 
happening'l.'� she ask� • .  

. �Wh�t is.tha't: thang and what's· 
it doing to us?� she asked aga1n, � 
trem.or in hu voice. 

l ··wu too cunoU.S to be scared. 
but L was rattled .by the expcri· 
ence:. at. wu.weird.'. 

. The whole incident lasted only· 
a few 'minutes· and · then. the light .  
turned and took off at a ·  grea& rate 
of knots in the direction in whicb 
it had been headed. 

When the dust settled we got 
out., legs trembling. We sat in the 
m iddle or the road while we. recov­
ered. There was no sign of the 
mysterious light. It had been a 
nerve-wracking, experience · 

When the .. thing� disappeared. t�e l igh ts and· radio in our car 
came back on and I was· able to 
start the engine aga i n  with no . 
problems. The car cooled quickly. 

So ·there it is. · 
However .. bcrore you go ailing 

the men in the white coats I musl . 
say that . no. we had not bce.n 
drinking - oor were we halluca· 
nating. · 

My natural lournalistic scepti­
. cism would tend to discount the . . experie�ce as a lot of rubb�h� Ex-
. ·cept Jthat I· was there and 

.
I know it· 

. happened.. · · 
· · . 

. . 

· 

. So w h a t- did happen? · What 
r were those l i t  de green men up to! · Why did· they· pick on us? · · 
. Wc�c· they just checking us out 
or were they looking for so_me i n�. 
tell igent· l ife form to take away 
witb them· for study? Perhaps we· 
were unsuitable candidates. · 

I · What arte�ix:rience thatwoul�" 
· · have becrr .. 'to be whisked : away. 
i n to space. What a story� A n y. '  
time yoll want me folks. ju5t come: and get me. · · 

SUNDAY MA I L ,  QLD 
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A MELBOURNE doctor yes­
terday treated three mem­
bers of the family which last 
week claimed it was at­
tacked by a UFO. 

Mrs Faye Knowles and sons Patrick, 24, and Wayne, 1 8, yesterday were 
taken to Dandenong Valley Private 
Hospital by relatives who were con· 
cemed about their condition. 

The doctor who treated them said: 
"They're fine but that's about all I'm 
prepared to say:• 

The Knowles were discharged yes· 
terday afternoon and last night were 
spending time with family and friends. A relative, who asked not to be 
named, said the doctor had given them 
each a cup of coffee and had coun· 
selled them to "take it easy". 

"They were told it could last any· 
t h i ng be tween two w e e k s  to s i x  
months t o  get over what they've been 
through;' the relative said. -

Mrs Knowles last night hit out at the 
TV station which paid tor exclusive 
rights to the bizarre story about a UFO 
attack on the family car near Mundra· 
billa on the Nullarbor plain. 

-
This fohowl tcientJftc te1t1 thawing 

the car had no tiQnt of I close en­
counter of an unearthly kind. 

An anifY Mrs Knowles declared her 
disgust with the tests which were done 
on behalf of Channel 7 in Adelaide. 

"They're calling us l iars." she said in 
an interview shown on Channel 7. 
adding: "That's not true. What we 
know happened to us did happen to 
us. There's definitely something out 
there." 

Mrs Knowles and her sons Patrick. 
Sean and Wayne were sticking to their 
story that a UFO chased their appro­
priately-named b l u e  Ford Telstar 
along the Eyre Highway early last 
Wednesdav. 

Media coverage of the ''Mundrabilla 
incident" has captured the imagina­
tions of overseas UFO watchers. 

"I can't thi nk of any other case like 
it," said George Eberhart, from the 
Chicago-based J . l. H ynek Centre for 
UFO studies. "It 's incredible." 

The Knowles claim that the object 
- likened to a large glowing egg in a 
c u p  - p i cked up t h e i r  car a n d  
slammed 1 1  back o n  t h e  road. blowmg 
a tyre. 

Their car was covered with a film of 
black dust and was dented on the roof. 

However. tests commissioned by 
Channel 7 found there was no evi. 
dence to �upport the cla i m  that the 
U FO landed and dented the roof. nr 
had been responsible for the damaged 
lyre. 

Mr Monty Luke. from Australian 
M i neral Development Laboratories, 
tested the vehicle yesterday and on 
Friday. 

: He said the dust was consistent with . 
." matenal ' f'roni. brake ' lininp and was 

consistent with sim1lar matenal found 
on other vehicles. 

Results of police tests won't be 
known till the end of this week. 

The Knowles have been contracted 
to Channel 7 for a sum believed to be 
$5000. It is understood the terms of 
the contract prevent them speaking 
with other media for three months . 

The reporter who compiled the sto­
ry was Channel 7 Adelaide's chief-of­
suiT Frank Pangallo. 

"Nobody's really disputing that they 
didn't see anything." Mr Pangallo $aid 
yesterday. "It's just that nothing hit 
the car." 

Mr l'angallo said some dents found 
on the car were old and consistent 
with wear and tear. There were two 
dents on the roof and some on the side 
of the car. Two dents were fa�rly re· 
cent. 

Mr Pangallo said geiger counters 
had been used in the tests but no trace 
of radioactiviCy had been found. 

Asked about Faye Knowles' angry 
reaction to the Channel 7 tests. Mr 
Pangallo said: "I've spent a bl�y 
hour trying to explam to th�m they re 
not being made out to _be hars .. I JUSt 
said to them 'look you JUSt got 11  con­
fused'. 

" 'The smoke in the car was cau�ed 
by your burst tyre. !t wasn't �his. UFO. 
There's nothing \lymg you d1dn t see a 
UFO because it has been witnessed by 
other people on the road.' 

"I ndependent witnes� have see� it  
and it  wu seen again the follow1ng 
night. And it  also buzzed a t�na trawl· 
er at Port Lincoln on the Wednesday 
n i�� 

it's not that they're being �ade 
out to be liars. They were .ge��lnely 
distressed at seeing something. 

Mr Pangallo a l so defended the 
Channel 7 contract which prevented 
the Knowles from di�ussing the story 
with any other med1a aroup. 

"There was some commercial inter­
est but it  was a drop in the ocean 
compared with the fistful of dollan the 
M i k e  W i l lesee team were wa v i ng 
around the Evre Peninsula and the 
Nullarbor," he 'said. "They were going 
as high as $20,000.'' 

Mr Pangallo described how he had 
"stitched up" the Seven eJtdusive. 

He said he was the first reporter on 
t he sce n e  and a rr a n ged for t h e  
Knowles car to be hidden on a proper· 
ty in Wudi n na on South Australia's 
Eyre Peninsula. 

"There were film crews and journal· 
ists from Melbourne. Sydney. Brisbane 
and Perth scouring the town trymg to 
find it," he said. 

M r  Pangallo said the ini tial hp-off 
came from pol i ce on Wednesday 
night. 

"When we got the tip from the cops 
that this was happemng I just rang the 
Ceduna police. found out what time 
the family had lert and ascertained 
about """"' t1me they would be passing 
through Wudinna,'' he said. 

Mr Pangallo's ne.11t move was to 
contac\ a former journalist colleague, 
Mr Paul Jackson. who runs the Eyre 
Highway Motel at Wudinna. 

" I  got him to sit out there on a bolt 
of Eskies and just wait until they came. 
He nagged them dowrt took them in· 
side and by that time we were on our 
way i n  a fixed-wing plane," he said. 

'�.\nd we got there about three hours 
before anyone else." 

Mr Pangallo was asked whether he 
was concerned about the use of cheque 
book journalism. 

"Mate, as far as cheque book jour­
nalism is concerned, I just don·t want 
to hear anything about it because ev­
erybody does it," he replied. 

" But make i t  quite clear it  wasn't an 
outrageous figure. And the only reason 
we had to do something was because 
the Willesee team was telegraphmg 
their offer in advance on the phone. 

"They were still a day away. They 
were ringing through. It was almost 
like being at Christie's. You know. like 
the bids are coming up. 

" I  can honestly tell you we would have got the story. That family weren't looking for money." 
Why were they offered it? 
"Well we just wanted it  exclusively. We didn·t want the Nine network to just take it away." 
He added: " I t  was just one of those , stories_ tha�Jcn,t itsel� t,o, a �it,ujltit,Jn ?( 
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For nearly a n  how, a hug�, unr�cognizabl� something, performing 

amazing maneuv�rs, follow�d JAL Flight No. 1 628 ov�r Alaska. 

Vet�ran pilots saw it. Thr�� diff�r�nt radar scopes tracked it. 

And ·once it disappear�d, it still wasn't gone . . .  

ny�, •ueen of tupermarlrtt t.eblolda. 
'llloee who thow lnttrMt rhk beln1 la· 
beled u true-belleven In rillton from 
«<Uter lpact, lnt.eiJeetuaJ nywel1ht1, or 
jult blrdbralne with plenty or room up­
.... ,, to rtnl To avoid ridicule, m01l 
etrioue reeeuehtn have rttrNltd to the 
thado,.. and hep their moulhl ahut 
about what tt�Uid be 1olllf on In the 
llftminlly lnfinlte univene. 

Capl Ttrauthl probably would have 
betn wiJOer to do that; he could hava 
apared hlmeelr the phone calla, the rub­
berneclrint. the mockery. But by all ac· 
rounb he it an honett tnd rorthrirht 
man. By diHnc hit duty, by rtportinc ln 
1ood rontcienee eomethin1 in the 1ky thtt 
wun't auppoud to be there, ht brourht 
public controveny upon hl-lr and em­
barruslnr ecrutlny within a profeuion 
thtt la hilhiY ronacloue or lmare. 

The FAA, metnwhile, did not want to 
em:ourtrt public hyeterlt by ca•allerly 
releuinr lnformttion whoM meanlnc lt 
rould not aaeertaln. It alto did not went to 
c11t llpertlont on the crew - It had no 
rttiOft to - or creete the lmpr-lon that 
It hed anythlntr to cover up, bactuea It 
didn'l The FAA jutl didn't '-· 

It wu a loet-lott aituetion. 

H£ Am FORCE HAD 

epenl 22 meddenln1 yeara 
ln•Mti1ttln1 UFO reporll 
hefort closln1 down the 
lut 1overnment watchd01, 
Projed Blue Book - and 
th11 FAA had no inttrHl in 
piclrin« up where the re­
tre�tlnr Air Force had lert 
off. The UFO iftue had 
lent ltaelr too rudily to 
fanlley end hon; It wee 

lmJIO(!aible to control. Ita hietory hed been 
protrected, complicated end 1ttended to 
by myriad panelt and projecta that p-ed 
the hot potato 1round without ttttlinr 
enythin1 - a 1cenerio laid out In Tht 
UFO Conlrovtrty in .Ammco, • 1976 hook 
by Temple Univeraity profeteor David 
Michtel Jtcobl. 

Ground control: 
Do you still have 
the traffic ? 
JAL: Affirmative .. 
Nine o'clock. 

Project Blue Rook had heen preced'd 
by Prol'ect Sirn, Project Grud«'· Project 
Twlnk e, with the hirh point of Air Force 
Involvement occurrinr in 1952 There hed 
been • tremendous number or UFO re­
porta thtt yur - indudin1 rtdRr 1cope 
elrhtin••· l1ter deemed inactllrlle, that 
led the Air Force tn tl(rlmble jete to 
intercept UFO. 1bove the nttlon"t eepl­
tel So the CIA convened 1 r•nel of fivt 
dittinplshed nonmilit�ry ecientittl ­
the Robertaon P1nel - to nemine 
whether the eirhtinrs thr•etentd national 
tecurity. Arter 12 hnure or etudy over 
three deye, the panel concluded that the 
retl denaer didn't tum to be the UFO.. 
The rut dtnrtr WI! the liFO �Yf"'rlt -
�Hmincly roore credible bec1ute or the 
Air Force's euttained intere•t - reporta 
th1t could erpo��e the puhlic to "peycho­
lotical w�rr1re" and "tkillful h011tile pro­
pt�rande" that mirht "induce h}'llterical 
behtvior and hermrul dittrutt or duly 
ron�tituted authority." The Runiena 
would 1urely ret u�. 

Informed critice �rcued th11t the rov­
emment ••• loin« •bout the lnveetia•· 
lion •II wron1, that inveeti�;atore were 
preoccupied with the potentiallhrut to 
nttional security - thie Will the '!iOII, 
after all, the heicht of the Cold War ­
and oot with eerioue ecientific antlysee or 
the thou11nd1 of CUll from Ill over the 
world. 

But no mttter wh11t the Air Force 
people did, certain UFO qu��.rter� rou­
tinely IUipt'dtd them or orcheRtretintr 
eiRborRte cover-upe. 

The Oyini·IAucer bu�inen wae the bir· 
rHt public-relations hudache in Air 
Force hlllory. Finelty, the Condon Com· 
mittee, an academir �troup connntd in 
1966 lo rome up with a nonmilitary reed 
on the eituation, aaid euctly whtt the Air 
Foree w1nted to hur - lrnowledre 
wouldn't be ed•anced by further ttudy 
and Project Blue Boolr ehould be put t� 
llttp. 

It wea, In 1969, 1nd the enmlnetlon or 
UFO. paued Into the hand• or independ­
ent rMurchtn and prlvtte orr•nlr.allone 
tuch u MUFON tnd CUFOS - the 
Mututl UFO Network bleed In Struln, 
Te1111, 1nd the J. Allen Hynek Center for 
UFO Studiet ln Glenview, Ill. The ••n­
JUUd of cunent reeurch centen on 
incrMsln1 reporta of 1bductlon1 thlt In· 
.mv. trtum1tic medictl eumln1tion1 on 
membert or di(ftrent rtnerationt or the 
aune famlliee - hair-thin needlee ln.eert· 

tel Up the ftotl, plup of tlrin t.elrtn from 
becka, erm1, lep. 

No - lht FAA had no lnttreet in 

t.lp of t  J1pu1e.te friend who II e 
p0ot with a Ph.D. In tnJ'-inlf. 

:n.� h:..�::e�����;�� 
It

-
leeton wefl: The lrnotiontl. unc•inly It­
'"" r1l1ttd to unldentifitd fiyinc objecll 
wert In no WIJ conducive to buretucrttic 
control, 

eeptaln. A pilot It tlwaye _.,. thhlp In the eky, he tt)'l, btuuea 
th1t'1 where he'e lookin11 til the 
lime. "You - thi""" ht 11ye. 
"end you rttlonallte." Thet'1 1 
etu, th1t'1 enother alrpltne, 
thtt't a ntvftltlontl betcon. So 
the c1pt.ein "" eomethina. end it 
doesn't loolr like enythinr he 'a 
teen in 29 yeen of Oyinr. Then, 
11)'1 F..li11, he'• "rot to look at 
averythlnt else real critical from 
n- on . . .  the 1100r ruy'e rot to 
take • ""' hud look 1ncl tty, 'I• 
th1t 1nother ont ?' " 

When Htlntt Hired T1r111dd 
how tht two objectt ht nnt .... 
h.d -" In IJMICI, the eapt.eln Mid, "They -• qether • I( they have 1 common canter ol 
rr-YitJ. •nd they otcl1l•t• •lichtly 
with a rtndom •••erlnc motion." 
The in��llnt ht n .. ht!d hit ltndinc 
lfahte 1l tht United jet, whete\'I!J 
•• followlnc him dluppeared. 

FAA. When taked If the Noor. 1 7  1iwhtinr - the eepttin ·, "fint 
erperienee," the capbin lold of 
two other Ottlllll-. On<.oe, from 
hit home, ht ..... obtenoed brJwht 
lichta lor 10 mlo� et whet ht 
judred to be 10,000 feel And five 
"'" tfO, on • fiiiO nicht tooth 
of For111011, "when wt tlart dimb 
we ttw lefthand llidt bir roother­
lhlp." But he llld It wtl too 
"weird," he w�tm'l ftelina well, SO NOW YOU SEE WHAT 

the cepllln tnd the FAA 
had lfollen themiM!Ivtt into. 

Doten• or timtt, dty after dty, 
the phone ran1 in P•ul Steuc:h't 
office: NBC In New York. Rtdio 
Htwtil St.er M1Juine. Ceneditn 
BrotdCMtinr. The Sund1y Lon­
don Mirror. The French Newt 
Act.my. The Wuhlni\nn offiee o1 
TRUD, the Soviet Nationel Dally 
Newep1per. N1tionel Public Rt-. dio. Pearle m1111zlne. 

Public rttponle w11 10 rrut 
thtt the FAA decided to Inter· 
Yiew the JAI. crtw 1 1econd time 
and review the rtdlf t.epea. And 
Steuch ettrted thinklnr llret· 
IIY· What we� the FAA '1 role tnd 
mpon�ibility? Whttdid it i-ar? 

The firet officer tnd tht nirht 
tn�tinHr •r•in conohoreted -"!ffe 
raptain'1 dremttic report. Rut . 
the FAA decided th11t the r1du 
ttpn did not - ntceR�erily. The 
object on r1d1r Wll� now thou�thl 
lo he en eccidenttl split imere or 
the ,tAL 747, Steuch �11id, end 
not 1 1ep1r1te ohject - 1 femilier 
red11r quirlr. The people 1t El­
mendorf, meanwhile, emphe�lrl!d 
th1t their redll.f si�n1l1 hedn 't 
luted lon« enourh to be ron­
firmtd, 1nd thf'y attributed the 

:�:::::�c c���er �
o colncidenlll 

The tlllt kept comln
,

. Steuch 
bpt rettinr new bitt o m•terl1l, 
tnd the thrud of the el.nry hpt 
WllnderlnJ. He felt 11 if he were 
"blowinr 11p 1 balloon" - Hch 
time ht doled tiUt I bit of lnfor­
mltion, the 1tory 1ot hiuf'r. He 
wu Mnetantly lookinr for holt� 
In the dett tnd tryin�r to etty 
1he1d of the reporten - not 
thveye with eua:tts. 

Hll Rernlon, for one, of the 
Ant'hortre Dally Ne1n. 

After the FAA erpl•lned Ita 
double rader eirn•l u " "split 
beecon," Rernton lr•clu!d down 
eontroller S•m Rich, who told 
him thet three rontrollen h11d 
11en • rtder im•ce of an objec:t 
near 1628 th•t ni1ht. and "•II 
three of Ul thourht thtre WU I 
trerk," or 1ircr1fl {Th1t would 
be Rich, Henley and John Atu­
ninlr, who h•d etepped In to help 
oul) Th11 tr1ck mey not h1ve 
bef'n v11ry llron!f, Rich told IJern­
ton, but none or th11 controllt" 1t 
the time thnu1ht it micht be 1 
lplit imiJe or thll 747. 

Steucke ulled Rirh in for a 
ch•l l ie made Rich AWIJe or the 
awkwerd JIOIItion he h1d put the 
other cnntrollf'rR in - 1pe1kin11 
for them with041t their knowf. 
edlfe. And from then on, Rich 
referred interview requests to 
StPurh'e nfrice, whpre reporter� 
were informtd th•t Rich didn't 
want to telk. A meua�re alto went 
out over the FAA employet.t' 
''rode-e -phontt" at work. Wlrn· 
inr that reporters W041ld hound 
them on thi1 story and thet FAA 
policy rl'f!Uirrd thPm to 10 
throu«h public Iff Airs. 

Steuclre worried that thit mlr. 
up mede him look bed. One d11y 
he'• ttyinr only ont controllf'r 
hed h!lndlecl l fl28, end now he 
find• out thtre were fwt, countin1 
turervi!!Ors, tnd they lf'tmed to 
he ditputinl the FAA'� publicly 
eteted posltlnn! What in tJ,, world 
1001 fVf'rybndy trtin, In lhin•7 

At l�•�t h� w1sn't hendlina tn 
elr crA•h. The auhject m�tttr wu 
f•scinatinr. 1nd thin«• hpt h1p· 
pPninr. Early on Jen. I I, for 
lnstRnce, CApt. Tereurhi •rain 
rtported tteinr unlllluRI liahta 

::�:f��l 'i:::n���!: ?o:�i�� 
of I rl'port'd temptfllUrf' iOVf'r­
liOn, ht provltl�d an npl•natlon· 
At h" new Mill Arctic ViiiAife, the 
town liahu h1d 1otten didorltd 
by boundnr orf Jet cryttall Crt· 
tted when cold elr aot llnd­
wiched between two ltyen or 
wtrm tlr. Not a rere phenome­
non. But, lnltitlly, the lnrorme­
tlon wu preaented 11 ir the FAA 
hed romt up with the nrtltnt· 
lion. Tertuchi eompltlned lo re­
porter H1l Bernton, IWifl th1t It 
made him look likt 1 cnckpol 

H1nk Ell11, the Ahuoh •lr­
tralfH: mlnRitr, felt bad for th1 

Inside the FAA offictt, mean­
while, the 1ttitude w11, I a111 '1 
beli�� il. Wl.ot u a// lhi.t inl�tlr 
But the ti«htlnc 1110 {enertted 

�::�s�: .. :�:;�n;:vi=:ifn��� 
wu teetina 10111e 1dv1ncP.d u­
perimenttl cr1ft - whet better 
pl11ee? Or meybe there waa 1 
phyei1'1l uplan•tion, beyond our 
current ewuenet���, 11 meleoritN 
once were, tnd redio1ctivity, 
etomic fi11ion, the Anomeloue 
motion of the perihelion of Mer­
cury. And Wll it likely thet in 111 
the vest unlvene, only Eerth 
would be eineled tiUt fnr tire1 

"We ell carry with '" the teed 
of the po•sihility thet what C1pt. 
Ttr11uchi de•cribed could Actu•l· 
ly havt heen there," 11y1 Steurlrt. 
"The dtbunlrers trt tryinc to 
keep 111 honest. At tht ume time, 
Every time the 
public affairs 
guy doled out 
Information, the 
story ballooned. 

the belie•en tre tryinr to lreep 
the po .. ibility tlive." 

TJI P.  I NQtiiRIP'.'l K F.rT COM· 
lnJ - m011t ly frnm the mtdiR 1nd 
tome from lndtpendent UFO in­
ftlltiJatnn litre Richard Jl1int��, 1 
romp•ct. precls11, polite Celiror­
nit tclentist in wire-rimmed bifo­
ut. who •till pulla t1Ul ch•in for 
women. When J"'!!ple c1lltd 
Sttudoe

.
with scientirk quutiona, 

or ••nhnl tn know •hnut other 
pil� wiahlinj!l, h� lent them to 
H11net. 

Durin« the d11y. H1into worh 
1t NASA·, Amee Retl!'arch Center 
in Mounttin View Rl chief of the 
Sptce Uum•n F1don Orrire -
they'r11 helpinr de11i11n the inte­
rior or the •p•ce llltlon 1111 well •• 
new IJ!tiCI tulta. At ni«ht end on 
w!f'k11nd�. 1t hit own erpt'noe, he 
tntt to keep lr1ck of tnd erpiRin 
hi11h- •ltitude eirhtinp likr C1pl 
Ttr•uchi"e - hit hobby for 20 
yeen. 

He think. pilou m•h «nod 
euhje.-u hi�thly et11bl�. hilfhly 
lrtine<l, hithly motivated, �eien­
tlfic-lllly inclined, and unlillely to 
melle uaual rept>rlll or """"If" 
li�thtintrt, beceUifJ of the pot,ntiaJ 
lo be emhArr•� 11monc th,ir 
�"'- Ph111, •n eirplane comrt 
with inttrumenta thAt tin rf'rord 
phenomtnll - "1 Oyinl l•bo,.to­
ry," UJ!' l i e  inK. 

Over the ye11n he h111 looked 
Into 3.000 pilot- •irhtinr tnd u­
pl•intd 2,500 nf them 111 ilh18ion1 
or mltidentiftcations or llmOI­
pherl� phenoment. "Rut none­
thell!llll," ht 11ye, "I han quite 1 
few thtt lrt ftry unerpiAined, I 
woot.ld 11y liOO." The Aluh •i�rht­
lnr It one or them - but he 11)'1 
the only re1lly unusuel thine 
about It wet the publicity. "PP.O­
ple tend not to know 11bout the 
othen." 

"Wheddyt m te n ,  d l u p ­.,..,.d?" Haln• •Ired. And Ttr· 
tuchi llld: · 1 

"The lirhta went oul" 

IT WAS 80MlrriME AFTER 

Hlln" tpob with the Clp­
t.ein thtt Philip Kl-, an­

other noted Independent IJFO 
lnveetlr•tor, edvaneed • widely 
pubUehtd theory lh•t the e�ptein had •cbllliJy been looklnc at Jupi­
ter, •nd m•ybe Men. 

It w• let.e In Jenuery by then. 
For mtny yNit, until hill teml· 

ntirement let June, KJ- had 
been tht .eenlor evlonlcl tditor or 
Aviatiorl W«i ervl Sptt« T«Mol­
OIY Mllf'Uin.t. And for mort thtn 
20 yeen. hit hobby hH been to 
lnYMtlrete "-minrly myeterl­
oue or femoue UFO c:uea," he 
II )'I 

"I heve emer«ed - It 110unde 
lmmnd"t, but I think lt'1 true -
•• probably the lf'ldin« tlreptical 
UFO lnve��ti1•tor in the country, 
II not the world," he teytL "Arter 

�i,i� '::: r,:;i!:.r'�db: 
erpleined In pr0111ic or Nrthly 
lenni. Bectu11 of thlt poeltion, if 
thM11 Ia 1n Important new ·uf'O 
caee, I cannot trrord to lroorelt, If rou will It'• lOri. or u If ShMiock 

lolmtt were a rul penon livlnt 
todty, he couldn't afford to !pore 
Jimmy Hoffa'• complell dilap­
pMrtnee or other euch �Hmlnrly 
mywt.erlou. t:rimH." 

Klue didn't lntemew the pt. 
lot, bec:.uwe 1fter hearln« him on 
Lany K ine'• lete-nirht redlo 
•h-, he aeya, "it wu evident 
that be it not too •killed In Enr­
lillh. end I don'l 1pt11k JllpaMIM!." 
But hit FAA contecte entbltd 
him to "re11d and melle e:rtenlive 
not.ee" or .  lrehiiiCTipt of the llped 
converMtion httween the cockpit 
end tbe Jround. Then he epprod­
maltd the touthualerly direction 
In which the capl.tlin tnd crrw 
were looklnr. consulted "• profee­
•innel ltlronomer," and worked 
out e theory: 

Jupiter waa ertrtmely brlrht 
end •laihle in the direction or tht 
reported UFO, 1nd M1rt wu Juat 
helow •nd lo the ri.ht or Jupiter, 
which could nplein the pilot'• 
lnltiel report of two li«hta. 

"Jupiter waa only 10 dqnM 
ehove the horimn, m11lrinK It •P· 
pNr to the pilot to be fOUJhly el 
hit own 35,000 foot 1ltitude," 
Kl- wrote In 1 report lor the 
Bufr•lo-b••MI Committee for the 
SMentific lnvtttirttlon of Cl1im1 
ol the P1ranormel, or whit:h he It 
1 founder. 

H A I NJI:S COUI.ON'T 

buy the theory. It fOCIIIIM 
only on tbe ftry end of 

tht 50-minute epltode, and did 
not like tht crew'• entire e•peri­
enee into llctounl 

'There'• no way it could bt 1 
plen11t," he ttya. "The autnpllot 
wu nylnc the 1irplane In 1 atra�Jbt line. Tenuchi l.ellt me 
thAt the ohjt'ct firtt IJlpelrtd It 12 o'dock, then moved out rather 
quickly to 10  o'clock nr IO:JO 
before it came back •«•in." 

That'• not Jupiter, he 11}'1 
bec1uae Jupi�r dOHn't mon. " If 
the titplane ;, tl.tlhlt . . . 1nd 
Jupiter ill atabll!, it dO!'�n 't er. 
plllin thi• huaine�" or the objedt 
movinr berlr end fnrth. Bllteidtt, 
he 111)'1, the objtrb were w11y too 
bit to he pl1neb · 

l .ih the d!>1'en or en t iFOs th1t 
1i1 Rrttilian jPt fi«ht"" ch118t'd 
for hetr In hour led Mey after the 
obP-cu r"«i•tered on rad��.r in Seo 
Paulo. Or the yo1m1 Au.tr111ien 
pilnt H1int1 h111 ju•t written 1 
boolr 1hout - who in 1978 rt· 
ported • ttr•nce 1nn In hit vicin­
Ity, then diuppurf!d, while 
Oylnr In 1 Ceuna to huy �ome 
cray(ieh for • party 

JltlnM het�rd 1hout the JAL 
ti11htln« 1nd procetdtd to edu­
tlte himeelr tbout the rel�vant 
reder tywte�JW� •nd th11 dyn11mice 
of the Roeln. 747. ne ,ot hold of 
wind eloft chtru 1nd wuther 
pholofrtphy. Ue worked the 
phonu: Elmendorf, Steuclle, 
D.ry, J.AL, the piJ,t and firtl 
olfitf'r or the United jel And he 
httervlewed Capl Tereuchi for 
three houn by teiPphone with the 

Whe11 th' atory thout Kl1u' 
JuJlit�r thtory cem� ov" the 
wiree 1t the Anchorwl(e Daily 
NeW1. H1l Rernlon c•lled up T er­
lur.hi. The pilot wa" 1tlament -
he hAd r�nized Jupiter durlnr lht m,ht.. and whate•er hAd 
llliled blm •• no pl•nel 

Kl- ltUJhed •hen lold th1t 
the pilot hed rejected hit erplana ­
tlon: ''Thill it ptr for the oouree. 
When • penon Ia • de<lk.ted 
UFO beJie'l'tr, " the pilot it 1nd 
w111, ht'U ,,_,.. deny 1 Pf'Ditic: 
.. plmtllon. You know, ol count, 
th1t he'e 1 UFO repeater." 

Kl•"' wee relem."' to tbe eep­
ttin ·, ttCOnd lnterYiew with the 

•n���:!r'::,"!!!;ment on theiM! 
remarh, Steucke ttld, ''The rect 
lhlt he IIW • couple or lither 
thinp, I think, it overwel1hed hy 
the t..lence or tht fld th•t h�·· . 
Clpltin for 1 latlfl •lrline 1nd h11 
Oown for I Jon11 time and has I 
rre•t dee I of r.,ponsibility ... 

AT A CERTAIN POINT, THI!: 

FA A decided not lo rele•�e 1ny 
m or e  inrorm1tlon until 111 the 

:c:u�!�!:.�'::.: t�:�d':t .. ·:� 
Elies, the air-traffic manarer, 
hendctrritd tht rtder diec peel: 
to Wuhincton end piclred up 
Harvey S.ffer, tht FAA'• director 
ol Air TrtrfiC Evtluttionl 1nd 
AnalyeiL Their mJ,aion Wit to 
telre a fine) 10fld look It the rtdtr 
retumo, with the help of the ettrr 
at tht FAA Technic11l Center in 
Atl11ntic City. The computer 
thtre rould rej!enertte the til(nala 
into 1 p11ttern by llrin11in1 them 
tncether like pe11rlt. 

They looked 1nd loolrtd 1nd 
loohd 1t il They pl1yed the 
radio lllpe1, tryinr to re-crull 
tht lcluRJ tcenario. Five timtt 
thty loolred •t il 

"We rome to the cnnduwion," 
••YI Eli11�. "th•t., uh. you know 
. . .  we ten't confirm nor deny. If 
tht lcrewl hed never Mid any­
thin«, we would heve ��tid, 'We 
- lh•t every d1y.' � It would 
h•ve been pttllld orr •• • lplit 
be1con or "uncorr1'l11ted llr�ret." 

ThiA OCCUII when the Ai1rn11l 
cominr orr the ••in or tiM! air­
pl•ne end the 1i�;nal cominr out 
or the •irpl•ne"• trentpondtr 
don't hit the arnund 1t euctly 
the 111me momenl ''lt'e juet lih 
an echo." ••YI Eliu. On the nd•r 
tcopP, it looh lilre • little dot ntrl 
to the sboah thet rtpre��enlA the 
airJllllne. 1-:li .. notinod one O<ld 
thin!(: Th� dots jumped eround in 
rel11tion to th' 1l111h. It weJn"t 
unhr•rd or, hut it w•1n't 1101181 
pither. 

\Vh11t m11y h11ve c-eu�...t lhr 
split beAcon we. not det�rminfd 
But hnth Steuclre end Eli111 
•«r�d thet the coincidence uru 
nlrttnrdinary - 11 nrw rtport.inj! 
"'methin« oulllide their wirnfow 
end on their r.orlrpit r�tdttr, 11t t he  
11me time th11t hnth the milit•ry 
tnd the FAA were receivinr inll'r· 
mitl.tnt rad�r •irnals in the 
plene'• vicinity. Steuch peuood 
orr the tync hronirity of events Ill 
••ironic." 

S•y� F.:liu: "You t•n't be eb!KI· 
lutely poeilive. Th11t'1 1n hont.t�t 
�ntw�r: . . . The FA A it noi Myinr 
1t Jlo•ubvely, ahsolutely, without 1 
1h11dow of 1 doubt, il 1 aplit 
beacon. . . . We neither confirm 
nor deny." 

F.liu returned to Aluka with 
hit incooclllllive reeulta. "The Ad­
mirsl," FAA administrator Don­
lid F.nren, lin old jet pilot, 
wanted to he lrtpt ahruwt of what 
Will what, 10 Elia1 end the ron­
trnller hrieftd him by phnne. And 
Anmf'One on Hervey S11fftr't al.tlff 
bri�ftrl the rrt1idtnti•l  tdrnce 
edvi•er 

nY Ti l lS TIM F.. AI J. T ifF. M A  
teri11la te18tf'<l t n  tht Nov . 1 7  
ai�rhtinlf were tri�·liro� inln P11ul 
Steurb't offlre frnm h11lr 11 dnrf'n 
dirftrPnt plact1, wn<l he echtd· 
ul...t 11 news ronftrrnrP for M�trrh 
5 in Anrhor�re 

Ht al110 dr•w up en fll traordi 
n11ry order form of mettri11lt rt 
h t t e d  to t h e  t i r h t i n r  -
Ter•uchi"t n•rr•livp rf'JlOrt.. for 
in•l.tlnc,. l$ 1 . 101. or t•ru of ron 
v•ro�ttiono hf'tw�tn ifround con. 
The pilot was 
adamant ­
whatever had 
tailed him was 
no planet. 

trol 1nd the JAL (J501, or 



• i�hlt 8-11,-10 ..... y blow-
" .. ol reeler ..... (1101. The 
d.luu .-k ... eoet IIIUO -
tiM ultimtte ineide look •t thil 
incttuincly hiztrre little Ind­
. denl A atory tbout It till over the 
wlrn. 

T}!ere w.re hundred• ol te· 
que�te rnr •• ,� pull o1 the 
INIChlle. MOI't then I rew ... nttd 
tiM •holt thint. And nerybody 
••nttd it rir:ht •••Y· 

T l iE  f'liLL ANO f'INAL 
ntW11 t.,nference thtt wu intended t<t kill t.hia story 

OMe •nd for •II wa1 •n enlicli­
mectic event at whit:h the FAA 
relraHd two f!OUndl or doro­
menll tnd nn cnnciUiioM. It too• 
pl1ct in 1 �r•dous room with •n 
Amrrir11n n•r in 1 tortll!t, and 
unfathom•ble dierrama nf elr· 
pl•nes and red•r aipel' up on the 
•hite t-rdt th1t lined the room. 

Steuch .,.. tht only FAA ptr· 
ton •••iltble to lntwtr quettkml. 
He h1d celled up tht Air Force 
.-,le. 1nd ''thty told m1 thrH 
thinra to ••y": Their rtdar •lanai 
.,.. clutter, thtrt wu no ICf .... 
ble, 1nd there it no invnlit•tiGft. 
And nont or the FAA'• technitll 
people would be thtre to 1nswer 
quntion1. he uid, beceu11, 
"frankly, thty're cun·thy 11 hell 
IMUt it." 

Re!oid111, the FAA was not in the 
IJFO husinets. tfOI.IId not ht In 
the UFO butintlll in the future, 
1nd did not Intend to tondutt 1 
Kientific investiretion; he 111id. 
"Wt punutd this (rom what I 
would call en operational tystemt 
view . . . .  We •ere out to deter­
mine if there wes 1no&her 1ircrafl 
there, •hich ,.e were not eble to 
do one ••• or tht other." 

He diet' mention 1 rouple ol 
othtr unUiuel, far lt��·dremeUc 
pilnt •i«htinp ebove Aluh, but 
the hottorn line on thit one w11 
thet the 11fety ol the eir trelfie 
tontrol t)'ltem hed not been COlli· 
promised - c- dOled. 

R IC II A R D  U A I N I!.'S  H AS 
moved on to othtr aillhlinra by 
pilote. Tht Aluh ti(lhtinr "wifl 
ro down u 1 tood cue," he II)'L 
"Nnt the heel But I aond solid 
c1�e" for which "there it no k>rl· 
ul nplmetion." But he'1 afreid 
tht ruhlicity it aenereted will 
di!'COirr••e pilou from reportina 
unu,ual rhenomtnl - if thty 
reelitt thet whetever they tl!ll 
11rnund control could he turned 
ovrr to the Ameri1n public, for 1 
fee. 

R11ck in Febru�ry he received 1 
po!lt urd frnm C1pt. Terauchi, 
•ho ept•lncired for not lllllwtrint 
HainN' fnllo,.·Up letten. "Sorry 
for the dtley," the upteln wrote, 

"but thinp lrt ltltl"' hot" -
don't ttl.l -. I'll call ynu. P.rlend SIA!phene, the 1hift IU· 
pervitor in the tontrol rvom the 
nlrht ol the •l11htinr, h11 hid 
enme medicel probl_, end il on 
aick leeve. lfe te)'ll thet if he had 
been in C�pl T ereuthi't p<J��ition. 
he wnuld heve kept hit mouth 
1hut, or told whet he hid to tell 11 
1 humoroue llory. 

Cerl Henley, who h1ndled the 
JAL ni1ht th1t ni11ht. wente you 
to know he't juwt 111 1ir treffie 
contrnller ,.ho likn hil job. He'd 
like to talk to Capt. Ttreuchl one 
d1y -- he feel� they've been 
thro1111h somethinc lofethtr -
1nd find out whether thtre .,.. 
enythin11 he coold hiYe done for 
the pilot thet he didn't do. 

Peul Steuch and hia wife w.nt out to dinner to celebrate on th1 
niaht of the final newt confer­
ence. Life wes aood. Two talleriet 
In Alash were carryinc hit 

:h�;d'i� �1on:i�t�ir:::r .:it�.: 
ebout to be nt�med 1 federal em· ploytt of tht yellt In 1 competi­
tion involvi"' 30 U.S. qencin in 
the Anchort(le erea. 

And Cept. Kenju Terauchl, the 
wttran pilot who did hit duty 
and reported wh1t he 11w, h11 
moved beck to Tokyo 11\tr three 
ytlltll in Anchor1111, whtn he had 
liked to fiwh for red end tllver 

:��:-�d:;� r.:!:hl�� 
welf from en event thet hid 
e�uwd him more herm then aood. 
But JAL insitl!l the move wa 1 routine rotation. The e��puin left 
inetructione with tht eirline to 
tell myone •ho cell• thet he 
1l.andw by hi� •ccount - end doet1 
not wi1h to 11lve it IJiin. Anchor· 
qe O.ily Newt reporter Hel 
Rernton will left with tht lmprtl· 
tion that Tereuchl felt he aot 
hun1 out to dry. The pilot Jrew 
mort retit:ent with eech convena· 
tlnn; he �ttmed fruetreted. But 
he remained convinced thet 
Flithl No. 1628 hed indeed en­
countered Botnethint hithly ed­
nnc:ed technolnllully, end 
unlikely to hiYe ori1in•ttd on 
E.rth. 

"I c:11n't undnttand the tech· 
nolotY." he told Bernton, "but It 
Wll not d1n11etoul." 

If there it 1 nul Ume, Tenuchl 
laid, he miaht try bllnklnt hit 
wint Iichte four timet, then twice 
mort - "Hi" in MotH code. And 
perhape one dey, enmeone tiM 
will wee what he 11w, he seld, and 
hil controvenial e1perience wiD 
telre on ne,. meenint. 

"I thin •• " 11id the cj.uin, "we 
hev.e to keep this rrcor .'" 0 

MARGUERITE DEL GIUDICE is on lttqtiinr tlof/ wril�. 
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A STATISTICAL LOOK AT LIFE IN MELBOURNE 

U FO sightings 

NB: Approximately 60",;, of UFO sighlings are Immediately exptali:!ed 
and unrecorded 

Sov�· V•et0013" U�O R��earch Soc-fly 

AN APOLOGY : T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h i s  p r e s s  a r t i c l e  i s  
p r i n t  s i ze i s  v e r y  s m a l l ,  we h a v e  l i t t l e  c o n t ro l  
a s  we g e t  i t  f rom t h e U S A . We f e l t  t h a t  w i t h  a l l 

n o t  t h e b e s t  a n d  i t s  
o v e r o u r  m a t e r i a l  
t h e s e  p r o b l em , t h e 

repo r t  was s t i l l  wo r t h  r e - p r o d u c i n g . 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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