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At this point perhaps it may be opportune to present a brief history of
V.U.F.O.R.S. WELCOME: L the Victorian U.F.O. Research Society.
OFFICE BEARERS The Society welcomes reports of unusual I The earliest U.F.O. group to form in Australia was the ‘‘Australian Flying N
Aerial Phenomena and evaluates each re- ) Saucer Bureau” under the direction of Edgar Jarrold and Andrew Tomas,
Dk port on its own merits and if requested, x in the early 1950s. At the same time, Fred Stone inaugurated the ‘“‘Australian %
JUDITH M. MAGEE reports will be held in the strictest confi- Flying Saucer Research Society’” in Adelaide. After approximately two
dence. The Society exchanges information U years the Bureau closed down and was regarded as a branch of the
Vice-President with many similar Australian and overseas x “Australian Flying Saucer Research Society” under Andrew Tomas. This %

PAUL NORMAN organisations, as well as scientists, and shortly broke from Adelaide and became the “Australian U.F.O. Investigation

disseminates to the public, available infor- Centre” with Dr. Clifford at its head until 1958, when the Presidency

Secretary mation on the subject, which includes # 86 Br Lind V
MARK SAWYERS local, interstate and the latest overseas de- piseg 1o Pr. Lindingr. 0
xelopmepts in its quartgrly’ publication The “Australian Flying Saucer Research Society (Victorian Branch)” was
CLIVE YATES Australian U.F.O. Bulletin, posted to all } formed on the 17th February, 1957 as a branch of the “Australian Flying
members. Address all communications to: Saucer Research Society”” and later that year was re-organised as the
Membership Secretary V.UF.ORS., “Victorian Flying Saucer Research Society” with Mr. Peter E. Norris L.L.B.
STAFTOIR . P.O. Box 43, Moorabbin, x as President. In 1968 the name was again altered — this time to the
Victoria 3189 “Victorian U.F.O. Research Society".

Sightings | nvestigations Officer

PAUL NORMAN S During this time, the Society has published various papers and is probably
best known for its publication Australian Flying Saucer Review, curtailed in

Librarian Contributions published do not necessar- 1972 due to.high costs and subsequently superseded by the Australian
JOHN W. AUCHETTL ily reflect the policy of the V.U.F.OR.S. £ UF.O. Bulletin and at one stage sponsored and produced a quarter-hour

program on a Melbourne radio station under the heading of “The Truth
Behind Flying Saucers”.

Publications Officer
M. FERNANDEZ
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© COPYRIGHT PUBLICATION The Society had held a dispassionate attitude on U.F.O.s, claiming it is a

No part of this publication may be reproduced scientific problem deserving closer attention. It has also met regularly in
General Meetings and maintains the largest U.F.O. library in the Southern
Hemisphere, making books available by post, to members throughout the
Commonwealth.

Officer
STEPHEN PARTRIDGE

without prior written consent of V.U.F.O.R.S.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Membership of this Society — which maintains the largest membership of
ks, e AL any U.F.O. organisation in the Southern Hemisphere — is open to all who
[NINES JAReAring In this square are genuinely interested in the subject.
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EDITORIAL

VUFORS is a properly constituted Society
~not a club - and as such is not responsible
to any other UFO organisation. We are happy
to co-operate with groups or individuals who
are prepared to work with us or on a
reciprocal information basis.

Since our formation in 1957, VUFORS
investigators have checked numeropus reports
and interviewed many witnesses, some of whom
have wished to remain anonymous and this wish
is most assuredly honored. The results of
any investigations carried out are published
in our quarterly Bulletin.

It is a great pity people relay their
sightings to the media in an attempt to solve
their experience, as.these vested interests
twist the facts around to suit their own
theories and/or those of their editors!

Little Green Men? I hasten to suggest that
the media, science and pseudo science are by
far, greener than those about whom they write,
discredit or completely ignore. While we
are still sending our astronauts into space
with a fire-cracker under them, the UFOnauts
appear to have conquered gravity and are
capable of hovering or taking off at fantastic
speeds without sound or the aid of fire-works.
There have been a number of incidents where
the media has hounded witnesses immedhately
after their traumatic experience, which does
nothing to help them overcome the stress of
the event.

These experiences come as a complete
surprise and the majority of sightees have
little or no knowledge of the UFO subject,
and possibly have never read anything other
than critical and inaccurate press clips.

It is VUFORS policy to protect these people,
where possible, from public ridicule,
supercilious journalists, TV. and radio
commentators. They at least receive a
sympathetic hearing when they relate their
experience to VUFORS. We can then, with a
clear conscience, go about our investigations
with confident, co-operative and relaxed
witnesses.

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok %

REMEMBER: 1IIF YOU IIAVE MADE A U.F.O.
SIGHTING, WE WOULD BE VERY PLEASED
170 HEAR ABOUT 1T. WE WANT YOUR NAME,
ADDRESS, DATE AND TIME OF SIGHTING,
DESCRIPTION OF WEATHER CONDITIONS ETC.
ALL OR ANY OF WHICH WE WILL KEEP
CONFIDENTIAL IF DESIRED.

LR 2R )



ON THE UFO TRATIL

Paul D. Norman

By now, most members and subscribers will have noted the press
reports, telecasts and radio talkback programs concerning UFO
activity over the Nullarbor. This is the type of mysterious event
which makes ufologists out of sceptics and clowns out of pseudo-
scientists and academics.

Already,we have at least five "explanations", following in
rapid succession from the scientific community before investigations
were even begun. Meanwhile,the UFO phenomenon continues to grind
the sacred cow of orthodox science into hamburger.

One of the first "explanations" came from a professor of
impossibility PhD ETC ETC ETC, as being consistent with a meteorite,
in spite of the fact that the object landed on top of a motor car
before flying away awhile later.

Following this attempt another "solution" was put forward by
a second gentleman of learning that, "The description of the event
was consistent with "dry lightning", even though other motorists
were driving along the road and viewed the maneuvering object.

After that amusing interpretation, another spokesman came
forward with the "solution", "They were fooled by the rising sun".
Even it did fly away in another direction. And even if motorist
tggve%ling in the opposite direction observed the maneuvering
object.

Another expert suggested it must have orginated at the
Woomera Test Range. That statement was followed by another
spokesman who said this was not true because it would not be
"allowed". It.is the opinion of this humble ufologist =—==-of course
notsunless it was out of control. But even so, how could it strike
or 1lift a motor car, drop it to the ground with only minor damage?

The Nullarbor vicinity is famous within the UFO research
community for sightings and encounters with unidentified flying
and hovering objects. One outstanding report came from an airline
pilot who reported an unknown flying object at the same time and
location where a motorist was filming the UFO from the ground.
Many UFOs are sighted or encountered and never reported until
years later because the observers fear ridicule.

A worldwide scientific group is in operation which is search-
ing for extra-terrestrials out there. The system was founded by Dr.
Carl Sagan. But Dr. Sagan appears to have the attitude that he will:
not recognize such existence unless he is first contaeted by the
life forms through his radio telescopes. Like Frank Sinatra, who
sings that he will do it his way, this radio astronomer will not
recognize them unless they do it his way and secures his permission
to land. The facts are the extra- terrestrials may insist on doing
it their way, while radio astronomers ignore the activity taking
place below their dish

Yes, we have proof of . little green men. They are humans who are
so green in fact they don't realize that something which they do not
understand is already happening. These little green men are
numbered among the journalists, who write about everything and are
experts on nothing except mis-quotations and out of context
reporting. These little green men are those who insist that they
are the cream of human intelligence and know everything, well,
almost everything. In short, they say there are no suc% things as
unidentified flying objects. °



In all walks of life one can find the little green men a}l 3
over the world who want to remain green. Perhaps because it is a

subconscious fear of the unknown,

Meanwhile as this article goes

to press, the object that was over the Nullarbor has not been
satisfactorily identified.

X PAUL NORNMAN
Invesilgatar for the

ég! VICTORIAN UFO
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UFO buff urges more

UNRAYSIA‘UFO enthusiast Mr Allan Wilson is
convinced recent sightings are genuine.

He believed there were many .

more sightings, but the com-
munily’s sceptical atlitude made
peo(rle relicent to report them, he
said.

The [ear of being disbelieved, or
being thought ''a nutl’ made people
keep Lheir suspicions of a UFQ ob-
servalion lo themselves, he said.

“There musl be more people in
the area who would have made
sightings, but they (eel people
aren't open-minded enough lo ac-
ceplit,’ he said,

{e said the facl a recent sighting
(rom the Paddlesteamer Mel-
bourne of an object with a curved
(ront and polnted rear was aeen by
more than a dozen people should
lend credibllity to the tale.

*‘I don't wanlt to sound like a
UFO crank, but I [eel some of the
reporls are quite valid," he said.

Mr Wilson said over the years he
had heard many reports of sight-
Ings, especiall {n the Millewa, and
had perhona{ly had .two '‘en-
counters." i

Mr Wilson's (irst experience
with a UFO was In 1952 as a
passenger on a train travelling
over the Nullarbor Plain.

He sald he was one of many
passengers on Lhe train who wil-
nessed ‘‘an orange light with a
yellow tail.” 4

It was Lhis experience he said
whichmade him a *'believer.".

His second experience was aboul
three years ago al Pump Hill,
Merbein, driving back [rom the
Wentworth Club when he was
‘‘followed'’ by [our while lights,
he said. ; .

He said the lights couldn’t be dis-
counted as just slars, satellites on
mirages. :

"Mirages of lights don’t pul dents
or a [ilm of smoke over cars,” he
sald, referring to another incident
aboul a week ago on the Nullarbor.

Aparl [rom a reported "'landing"
in the Millewa some years ago, he
sald he had also been told of
another incldenl near Lake
Cullulleralne when a car lost Its
accelernting power afler being
“chased by very strong lights."

He said the driver reported that
he had attempted to accelerate
away [rom the lights, bul was
drained of its power.

*“The lights were holding him
back,"” he said. d

It was these lirst-hand experi-
ences, (uelled by reports {rom
others in the district, which has led
to an enduring inlerest in the topic,
he said.

Mr Wilson, 54, has been a mem-
ber of the Victorian UFO Research
Sociely lor more than 10 years.

He said he could understand why
the family (ravelling in the car
which was reportedly “attacked™
by a UFO rocenu{‘ on the Nullar~
bor Plain, was {rightened.

“It's Lhe (ear of the unknown. I( 1
was conlronted with it ] would also

be terrilied," he said.
He said the popular myth of *‘(ly-
Ing saucers,” and “‘‘exlra-

terrestrials’’ was a limiled per-
speclive.

Objects both cigar and egg
shaped, and (ast moving lights zig-
zagging across the sky, may also
be UFOs, he said.

He said science could nol explain
such occurences, and it was im-
portant to remain open-minded.

**We're only a liny speck of sand
in Lhe vastness of the universe. It's
naive to think we're the only form
of lile," he said.

**Can you imagine what life will
be like in about 400 years?

1l there is another form of lile
they could be (urther advanced
thanus,"” hesaid.

e said he realised by speaking
oul on the matter, he was laying
himsell open to ridicule, but urged
others lo be open-minded.

‘‘In the event of an encounter,
slep lorward and say something, it
may coincide with another sighting
and help research," he said.

He also suggested il people were
interested in UFOs they could
become membera of the soclety
and recaive newsletters document-
lug ressarch from around the
world.

tolerance




UFO Reports from AIAA Members

By PETER A. STURROCX
Staniord University

Most UFO reports concern the experiences of laymen, but
scientists and engineers divulge accounts resembling
others when asked to do so in appropriate circumstances

For many years the “UFO phenomenon™ has
greatly interested the public but has clicited
comparatively little response from scientists. *UFO
phenomenon™ means this questiou: Do reports of
“unidentilicd ying objeets™ (UFOs) indicate or
cstablish a set of facts which cannot be interpreted
in terms of known natural phenomena  and
technological devices? And. il so, can these facts be
organized ino  consistent  patterns?  Popular
discussions ol the UFO phenomenon pay special
allentivn to the pussibility that some of the ob-
servations yicld a factual pattern supporting the
hypothesis that extraterrestrial vehicles visit Earth.

Most scientists hoped that the problem would be
definitely clarilied and possibly scttled by the
“Condon  Report™'  based on the “Culorado
Project.” Early reviews of the Report presented
mixed opinions.?,? The published account of the
UFO Symposium organized by the Amcrican
Association for the Advancement of Science in
1969 revealed a wide spectrum ol opinion con-
cerning the Condon Report at that time.4 The same
is probably truc today.

PETER A. STURROCK, Proleasor ol
Space Science in Staniord’s School ol
Engincering and Prolessor ol
Asliophysics in ils Applied Physics
Depl., studied malthesnatics al
Cambridge Univ., Enqland. He won
the Nayleigh Piize In 1949 and a prize
_lcllowship in 1952. Dr. Sturrock went
fo Slanlord in 1955, and was ap-
“ . pointed a prolessor Inere i 1961,

# Since '6G4 he has chaired ils Inslitule
or Ptasima Research and now aiso
hairs ils asironomy program. He is a
3 Fellow of APS and RAS.

e Amcrican Inslitule of Acronautics and
Astronautics (AIAA) alone among cstablished
scientilic organizations has taken the initiative in
trying to bring the UFO phcnomenon to the at-
tention of serious scientists. In 1967 its T'echnical
Commitlee on Space and Atmaospheric Scicnce sct
up a subcommitice “to gain a fresh and objective
perspective on the UFO problem.” In 1970 this
subcommittee published a position paper.t s
deliberations also led to publication ol two ex-

+ tensive accounts of notable UFO obscrvations.,”

Scientists have no doubt been discouraged from
taking the problem seriously by the bizarre nature
of somc of the reports and cmphasis upon the
“extraterrestrial hypothesis™ USTH). The fact that
most reports are ancedolal in nature and come
from nonscicntists also causes skepticism.

In his” book “The UFO Experienct,”* J. A.
llynck conlronts and counters the widespread view
that “scientists do not make UFO reports™; he
quotes a number of reports originating  with
scientists.

Did tiynck tap a unique group of scienlists, or
would many more make similar reports given a fair
rcason fur divulging pertinent cxperiences? It
appearcd that this question could be answered by a
simple survey over a limited sample ol scientifically
trained persons, and that it would be possible also
to obtain a cross section of opinions concerning the
UFO phenomenon.

The Exeeutive Commiittee of the San Francisco
Chapter of AIAA gave permiission for a survey ol its
membership. This article deseribes the survey and
gives the results.

The questionnaire shown here was mailed o all

Astronautics & Acronautics

UFO QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Whatis your subjective assessment ol the probabillity that UFO's represent a scientlifically

signilicant phenomenon?
2. Have you ever wilnessed an aerial
tify?  YesO NoO

3. Please give place, date, titne (am/pm).

phenomenon which you could not
(Check one)
Il the answer is “Yes,” please continue. If “No,”

iden-

please complete No. 8.

4. Did you report the even!? Yes O
I so, to which organizalion?

No O

5. Please give a narrative account of the eventon a separale shoel of paper "=
6. If you have not covered the following points in your narralive’ account,. please gwe the

following information:

What were you doing at the time?
Age at time of observation.
Weather conditions.
Maximum angular diameter of largest object:
Larger than Moon (.

Estimate of closest approach of nearest ob]ecl
Was object(s) luminous?

——— Numbet ol witnesses. .
Duration ol sighting.

Number of objects:
Point-llke O; %maller lhan Moon m

f‘olor(a)?

7. What answer would you have given to Question 1 belore you wllnessed this event?
8. The following information is requested for our files s bul will not be divulged:.

Name
Tel. No. (optional)
Brief statement of scientilic training:

Address

1175 members of the San Francisco Chapter on
April 9, 1973, and 423 questionnaires (306%) were
retuened. All subscquent percentages here refer to
the number of questionnaires refurned.

Question |1 asked: “What is your subjective
asscssment of the probability that UFOs represent
a scientifically sigaificant phonomenon?” Of the
423 returns, 93 (227%) gave numcrical cstimates (sce
T-1) of this probability and revealed a very wide
prcad of opinion, the median estimate being about

= 0.4, (wenty-two returns having P in the range
0<P£.1, and cleven in the range 9£P<I.
Notably ten returns give ’=0 and live returns give
P= 1. Since these 0 and 1 values would be un-
changed by (urther information, the groups giving
them can not approach agrecment by evaluating
lurther information.?

Most returns (290, or 69%) gave verbal answers
to Question 1. T-2 groups these, and for com-
parison includes the numerical returns. “Those
giving verbal responscs shows cven more dispersion
in their views. Of those making verbal respunscs,
25% are definite (“impossible™ or “certain™); of
those making numecrical responscs, ouly 16% arc
definite (P =0or P = |).

Of the remaining 40 rcturns, 33 made no
response (0 Question 1, two madc noncommittal
responses, one asscricd that the topic is not im-
portant, onc that the topic is cxciting, onc that the
topic should be investigated, and two (justifiably)
that the question is not clear.

tHere you will sce the reports given in response to
Question 2 of the survey, arbitrarily arranged by
the times ol day the person had the experience.

Many persons giving a ncgalive answer (o
Question 2 nevertheless voluntcered comments.
For instance; cight expressed the view that further
investigation is nccessary, whereas one said (he
opposite. Two olTered (he opinion that UFOs are
cxtraterrestrial, and four said that they arc not.
Five expressed the view that UFOs are natural
piicnomena;  one  called them a  spurivus
phenomenon; and three stated that they consider
UFOs to be “real.” ‘1hree made “put-down™
remarks about the whole subject, amd four said

T-1 NUMERICAL RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1

"What Is your subjoctive assessment of the probabitity
that UFOs ropresenl a sclentifically significant
phenomenon?” :

P N(P) P N(P)
0 10 .4 1
10-9 1 5 17
10-6 2 .55 1
104 1 .6 2
10-3 2 .7 2
K] 7 .75 1
.05 3 .8 5
.08 1 85 1
i 5 9 10
.15 1 9 1
.2 13 1 s
3 1
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REPORT 1. SO mi. N.E. of SL
Louls, Missouri. July, 1947. 9-10
a.m. Age, 14. Nailing corsrugaled
panels on a barn roofl. Wlinessos,
0. Wecalher, clear—no clowls,
Duration, less than 1 min. One
object, sinalier than Moon. Moved
east 10 west, slightly south ol

direction overhead, at 10-20,000 t. ,

Not luminous. Disk-shaped,
unilorm white. Not reported.
REPORT 2. Napa, Calll. ca. 1956,
summer (100 long ago to recall
accurately). Age, 29. Working In
backyard. Wilnesses, 1. Weather,
ctear. Duration, S min. One object,
point-like. Closest approach, 4-S
mi. Luminous, sliver/white. Not
reporicd.

REPORT 3. Daylon, Ohio. 1949.
2-5 p.n. Age 30. Wilnesses, 4-5.
Weather, clear and sunny,
Ouration, 3 hr. Two objects, larger
than Moon. Closest approach, 2-3
mi. Sitver, rellective object.
Reporied o Wright Field UFO
Projecl. Narrative account: My
wile and{ and a woman lriend were
silling in the backyard ol our
house in Daylon, Ohio in 1949. It
was a Sunday allernoon, sunny,
clear sky when we sighted 1wo
slationary disks al an elevation
angle of 30° or iess. All three of us
saw them as well as neighbors wo
called. | studied them thiough 7 x
35 binoculars and noliced thrco
tines connecling the disks, as
tollows:

(The sketch does nol convey this,
bLut tho disks were essentlally
horizontal with the left one larger
and abovo the right one.) | called
e Wriahl Flold Tower and
doscribod 1ho localion bul they
could sou nothing. The tower was
approximalely 10 miles (fom my
honao.

The next day, my wile, mysell
and sgveoral nnighbors were in-
terviewed by the AF UFO Project
from Wright Field.

| havo since doclded wae must
havo seen an unususal kile.
REPORT 4. Coniral Nevada,
spring, 1962. Dusk. Ago 22. Driving
homo Irom tishing trip. Wit

alrtine flight). 1960. 7 p.m. Age,
35. Weather, clcas, just at end ol
twilight. Duration, tew min. Three
objects, smaller than Moon.
Luminous, rod. Nol reported.
Narrative aceount: Thrice r1ed
hinages ol Indetorninale size and
range mainlained same positlon
rclative to aircrait lor several
minutcs.

REPORT 7. Santa Cruz Moun-
tains, Calitlornla. Aprit 6, 1973.
7:45 p.m. Ago, 51. DOriving on
Interstatle 280 in west San Jose.
wlinesses, 2. Wealher, clear.
Duration, 2-3 sec. One object,
point-like, at 25-30 mi. Not

3 others. Weather, clear. Largest
object, largor than Moon. Closes!
approach, approxhinately S mi. (?).
Lumlinous—sutticient to light
harizon. Dull white. Not reported.
Narrative account: Observed
rapidly moving bursts of light for a
period of over 2 hr. Four ol us saw
scveral ‘‘events™ al  various
directions Irom N 1o SW (1359)
from our vanlage point. The
sightings occurred near NAS
Fallon, Nevada. We ruled oul any
Navy aclivilics and, although (he
arca is a marshy one, the bursis
waie not associatcd with methane
luminescence, which we had ali
scen heloro. | lived near the area
for 25 years and made scveral (like
hundrcxls) of trips 10 this area and
naver saw another event.

funi . bright, reddish. Not
rcported. Narrative account:
Ounyject appearod about 45° up from
the horizon and appeared 1o be
clinbing slightly lcaving a trailing
sparkle similar lo space hardware
coming into atinosphere. Looked
like the ltlypical drawings ol
Christinas Star.

T
n
peie. T Y
4 = -
— — ~
N
\.
AEPORT 8. 6 mil. north ol

'
HEPORL Y. Loulh ol Winskey
Town Lake, Cailil. Sununcr, 1967,
around 9 p.m. Age, 47. Camping.
Wilnesses, 1 other. Wealher, wann
(80 F), humid, clear. Dusation,
approximately 1 min. One object,
sinaller than Moon. Closest ap-
proach, v mi. Luminous, LIuish
while. Not teported. Narrative
account: Biight object moved east
10 west along transiission lincs,
then taded oul. It moved several
hundred yards. Several non-cxotic
explanalions could account lor
sighting, but none could be
conlirmed or denied.

NEPORT 10. Palo Allo, Calif. ca.
1958. AbLout 9 p.m. Age., 50.
Engaged iIn amaleur astionomy.
Witnesses, 2. Weathor, clear,

Ouration, 20 scc. Tluee obhjects,

smailler than Moon. First esliinale
ol distance 100,000 ft; later
estimale 50 1. Luminous, dusky
color. Nol reporled. Nasrative
account: While making
astronomical observations in my
backyard, | and anolher observer
wilnessed a mos! convincing
illusion ol thrce slightly luiminous
ctalt flying at great allitude and
specd and in cotnplete silence.
About a week laler the
phenomena recurred. This lirne
one of themn broke fornation and
made a noise and | realized they
were white owls gliding in pericct
silence (as only owis can), inade to

the sizo ol e orth $1a7) moving at
right anglas. Theso angles wain
very long and sharp. o my
cslimation they weie above tho
Capabillties ol inodern alicrall. Tho
oLject then Iefl the lield of viow at
exceplional spced.

REPORT 12, North ol .lordanton,
Texas. AbLout Deceruber 31, 1951
(+ 1 yr). Atound 9:30 p.in. Ao,
12 + . Standing on the lronl porch
ol the house with my (ather
looking 1o the north. Wiinecsses, 2.
Wealher, cool, low clouds oc-
casionally, alter stornin. Duralion,
2-3 min. One object, sinalier than
Moon, some miles away.
Luminous, color of mwrcury sirect
lamp, bul much brighter. Not
reported. Nanative sccount: Tho
phenotenon | obscrved was al
lcast lwenty years ago, yel il is still
fresh in iy mind as 1o whalt | saw.
There had been a storm, and Lo the
north there was an area thal was
clear with a lew clouds to (he lell,
right and higher up, There was a
Moon out. The “object™ | saw
resembled a disk ol light as one
might expect from Ihe rellection ol
a scarchlight on Ihe vase ol a
cloud cciling. The arca surroun-
ding the “objec!™ was hathed with
considerable after-glow. The path
ol the object was such that It
dipped and turned morcor less in a
tigure eight. There appeared o be
soine regularity 1o its motion. The

L4

: P
dunng the penod oitthe “tubLock
lights.”
REPORT 13. virginla Clity,
Monlana. Auqust 10, 1972, 10
p.m. Age. 31. Vacation visit (0
gqhost town taking picturos.
Wilnnesses, al lecast 4. Weallier,
very clear sky. Duration, 5 sce.
Could not see object, only trall.
Estimaled distance, 15 mi. Nol
reposled, bul heawd on news nexl
day. Narrative account: Osange
sticak across sky from high
altitude. High weloclly obLjecl—
orange lrail remained.
REPONT 14. Stantod, Calilor-
nia. Spring, 1965 (or 1964). 10
p.an. Age. 21. Wilnesses, 2. Ono
ohjoct, smaller than Moon. Nol
repotled. Narrative accouni: Al
about 10:00 p.m. on a clear
windless eveuning in the spring ol
19G5 (1 think), my fliancee (now
wile) and | were slanding oulside
Florence Mooie Hall on Ihe
Staniord Universily campus. We
Loih ohserved a phenomenon lor
which t have no explanation.

We noliced a lighted object
overhead al an altitude | estimated
lo be 2000-4000 ft. We walched il
lor roughly a hall-hour ULelore
leaving, wilh the object still visibie
and doing its thing. The object was
silent, but it moved slowly along a
cloned path which, in my opinion,
couid have heen negolialed only by
a noisy helicopter or possibly by a

REPORT §.

7 p.n. Age, 28. Walking
home from class. Witnesses, 0.

Wealher,
Ouration,

proach,

orange.

account:
winch
time,

dark,

University of British
Columbia, Vancouver.
1970.

cold and clear.
10 min. One ouject,
smaticr than Moon. Closest ap-
unknown,
Not reported. Narralive
Sightes
driflcd slowly (or sowne
then suddenily shrank and
« disappcared. Aller disappearance,
could detect no occlusion ol starry

Esparto, Calif. Late 1930s. 8-10
p.m. Age, 9-12. Wilnesses, 0.
Wealher, clear, probably summer.
Duralion, many seconds. One
ohjecl, eilher poinl-like or smaller
than moon. Closest approach, less
than 1 mi. Luminous, biue glow.
Not reported. Narrative account:
RAciatively younq when the event
occutred. | recall standing outside
observing the stars when this blue
glow seemed to descend from tho
sky and it appeared lo land in a
neighboring lield. This frightened
me so | wenl inside. | have no
memories beyond lhis. It was a
clear waim night,

January,

Luminous,

otange disk,

appear slightly lumninous by dil-
fuse cily lights fiom below. An owl!
llies like a ghosl.

REPORT 11, Foolhills near Ojai,
Calltornia. 19G3. 9-10 p.m. Ago, 20.
Camping. Wilnesses, none.
Weather, clear. Ouration, 10 min,
One object, point-like, at in-

sky around lhe “objecl”™ was clear.
The path ol the object took it near
the horizon and back up a lew
degrees. | walched it for scveral
minules bLelore
Today, | would be pronc to disiiss
it as a scarch-light excepl tor the C )
brilliance and the lack oi clouds, of

It dsappearod.

-quietly powercd balloon. The path
appecared 10 bLe an elonqaied
racetrack  oval  at a  constant
altitlude. The turns at the ends of

L ey P P

determinabie distance. Lusninous, any visibie shall ol lighl. Earlicr Noreh
white. Not rcporled. Narrative “UFO" type siqhting cccurred in ?
account: | was on a wechend the suminer ol 1947 —several (more Ihe oval were exlremely light, and |

outing with some boy scouts and than 10)

around 9 or 10 p.m. | wenl 10 bed overhead.
under the slars (no tenl or
coverings). While | was awake and
looking at the stars | noliced an
object (aboul as bright and having

disk-like objects flew

(They appeared to
tuinble and oscillate). My grand-
mother calied iny atlention o them look
as llying saucers. They did look

like disks 10 me (hen. This was

think | couid dJiscern deccleration
going into the tums and ac-
celeration coining out. | think it
the onject 5-10 nin. 1o
coinplete a circuit.

Only the light(s) ol the object

background.
Elevatilonyglen REPORT 6. Eastern U.S. (on
that they are openminded about it.
Besides thesc cxplicit  reports,  several

correspondents stated that they had  witnessed
acrial phenomena which they could not identify,
but did nat deseribe a specilic event in detail. One
person thought that the phenomena could have

been identilied

il

had

metcorology. Another stated that he had frequently
scen what he thought were shooting stars. Another
person recalled observing an event which he could
nal identify at the time. but which turned out to be
the launching of a missile from Vandenberg AFB.
An aircrall pilot, with 41 years of (lying time,
much at night, reported many sightings of mcieors,
satellites and other objects. On one six-hour ight
froms Navsdito Honolulu, he once saw four satctlites
(point-like objects, scen by reflected light. at a
distance of 150-200) n.mi.). He reported also secing
meteors as well as objeets of space junk-hardware
luminously burning up, showing various culors,

rcferrcdl o an event

he a  background in
T-2 VERBAL RESPONSE TO QUESTION ¢
Degroe Verbal Numerlcal
linpossibie 38 13% 10 N% P=0
Impossivle 9 R% | 2 14% 0 < P LU ) ’ b
Possibie 63 2% | ¢ S8 % 4 < PL DI and looking like firchalls.
Probabie 8 2% | 1 12% .9 & P< Anather  correspondent
Certain k) 12% S 5% P =1

recorded on lilm exposed in a rocket experiment at

Veoramoonnarion € Arimpnnineios

White Sands Missile Range in 1965, Details of this
observation were not included in the questionnaire,
Lut hiad been transmitted to me at an carlier dale,
independently ol this survey, For ihis reason,
details ol this event arc notincluded in this article.
Scientists. as the reader sees. will respond to a
questionnaire concerning UFOs. The  guestion-
to AlAA’s San Francisco  Section
members promipted a high propurtion ol returens,

naire  scut

and almost all respondents were willing to give
their names. It is probable that the guarantee of
anonymity helped gain a high return.

The rosponses show no  counsensus  whalever
concerning the nature and scicntilic importance of
the UXO phesumecnun. Views cover the entire
spectrum from “impossible™ to “certain™ in reply

to e question, Do UFOs represent a scien-
tilically signiticant phenomenon?™

OF those making positive reports Lanswering
tyen”
terpreted

to Question  2), some  subsequently in-
their obeervation as a known
phenomenon (R, R0, and R.A6), Some others
way in fact be known phenomena. For instance,
RS may have been caused by a bariune-cloud
experiment; 1.7 aight have been a launch trom
Vandenberg AFB; RS9 may have heen St Elno’s
fire; and R.oLdmay have been a rocket trail.

Qn the othier hand, some of the reports are in
Lairly close accord with 1ypes of UFO obscrvation
classilivd by Tlynck.® Uhnek's classification s
concerned, ol course, vuly witli observations which .
hie could not explain in terms of known phenvimena
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THE KNOWLES-NULLARBOR
ENCOUNTER

BY JOHN.AUCHETTL

By 1lam on the 21s5%t Januuary 1988, scant rnepornts wenre
Atanting to neach me at my office. At the same time VUFORS Pressdent
Judith Magee was necedving just as many call from the media as 1,
and the whole Encounten was on the boif, and moving veny fast.

Paul Noaman was down the coast and out of contact with
us forn the next few houns with this in mind and with the knowledge
that every minute counted, 1 placed a telephone calf to South Australia
on the chance that 1 could contact the Knowles Familfy and get an
investigation on the way, and as soon as possible

Aftern a numbern of calls 1 got onto MR FRANK PANGALLO
of CH7 T.V., and thanks to Frank and his effont VUFORS was given the
task to nesearch this major encountenr.

Within 48 houns the Knowfes Family had anndived «n MelLbourne,
contact was made with them and a interview was set up for the 25.1.88,
with them alkl.

Paul was back in Melbourne forn that day and the finst majon
contact & meeting concluded with ourn finst batch of data on the event.

As the Carn was AtiLL in South Australia and unden the
contrnol of CH7 T.V., Paul deparnted for that state to start some neseanch
and T Look a aircraft §Light on the 15t Feb §8§ to Adelaide, S.A. to
meet Paufl and as arranged by the T.V. Station, to take dust samples
and inspect/examine the Canxn.

We worked on the Can forn some 2% hourns with great Auccess,
and that night 1 took another aircraft back to MeLbourne to folLow up
on the Family and the many test that had to be produced, while Taul
ove n the next few days ne-tested the Canrn.

By the 26th Feb 88 1 had annanged 12 tests, intenviews,
inspections and examinations. These test and nesults will be released
by VUFORS oven the next few months, but Listed below are the test
fon yourn Anformation.

TAPED INTERVIEWS WITH THE KNOWLES.
CAR INSPECTION AND DUST SAMPLES COLLECTED.
G.P. MEDICALS ON THE FAMILY

BLOOD PATHOLOGY.

CLINISTIX URINE TEST.

MB TEST BILI-COMBLR 6.

VETERINARY TEST ON THE DOGS.

DOG BLOOD PATHOLOGY.

PHYCHIATRIST EXAMINATION.

HYPNOSIS BY A M.D.

DUST PRE TESTS.

PHOTOGRAPHIC?U.V. ANALYSIS.

—_—_ L O NSV NN —
S he " e e e e

N —-=O

And the neseanch sti£L goes on, with a Lot mone tests
pLanned forn the DUST SAMPLES, and hundreds of wonds of neseanch to

be put down on papen and into a neponrt.

But fon the next set of VUFORS BULLETINS and oun Membens
we are first going to provdide, a) The finst majorn I'hess Anticals in a
date Line, b)Othen events in the area, clAnd so0me nesults frnom the
nesearch we have completed.

This wilf take time and because of othen stonies that we
must coven At will take a numben of editions of our Bulletin.

Pauf Noxrman Ceaves for the U.S. to expand oun heseanch on
this encounten in Manch s0 there wiff be a Lot to nepont on.

SO LESTS START WITH THE PRESS.

Desert UFO puzzle




check
attack
claim

By NEIL McMAHON

A FAMILY's claim that
they encountered a UFO
as they crossed the Null-
arbor early yesterday has
authorities guessing.

A Perth woman In her
40s and her three adult
sons claim an oval-
shaped object landed on
top of their car as they
were drlving from West-
ern Australia to Mel-
bourne.

They say the object

icked up the car, shook
t, slammed it to the
ground and showered it
with ash before flylng
away.

And police say there Is
physical evidence to sup-

rt the claim and at
east one independent
witness — a truck driver
who claimed to have
been followed by the
object.

Sean Knowles told last
night of how the family
car, driven by hls mother
and carrying him and his
two brothers, had almost
collided with a huge
“bright glowing” object
near the WA-SA border.

Sean, 2], said the object
had appeared parked on
the road In front of them.

“It was glowing so
bright,” he said.

“We swerved to miss it
and nearly hit a car and
caravan coming the other
way.”

“It was a welrd looking
thing and we stopped to
go back and have a look.”

Sean said he, his
brothers and mother, had
become frightened and
had run back to their car,

a Ford Telstar, to get
away from the object.

“It chased us, and at
one stage when we were
trying to get away we
were dolng up to 200
kmh,” he sald.

Sean sald the object
had landed on the car's
l'oo‘f1 and lifted it from the
road.

He sald his mother had
one into shock after she
d felt on top of the car
and touched the object.
“She told me it felt like
a rubber suction pad.”
Mrs Knowles, Sean,
and her other sons Pat-
rick, 24, and Wayne, 18,

were resting last night at -

the Eyre Highway Motel,

at Wudinna, 350
kilometres north-west of
Adelaide.

And, incredible though
their story seems, police
and sclentists were tak-
ing the case seriously.

The family {s expected
to travel to Adelaide to
have the car examined
and to tell scientists at a

UFO research centre
about their experience.

They have drawn a
sketch of the UFO, which
they say was orange

colored and egg-shaped.

Sgt Jim Furnell, of
Ceduna, 500km east of
the SA-WA border, told
The Sun last night the
Incident apparently hap-

ned about 8.30am Mel-
ourne time.

“It looks authentic.
Christ knows what's hap-
pened,” he said.

The famlily was driving
near Mundrabllla on the
Eyre Highway, be sald.

“They saw a light ob-
Ject following a truck
golng west along the

highway, then it turned
around and caught up
with them,” he said.

“It landed on the roof,
rlcted the car up, shook
t violently, pressed It
back on to the road and
blew a tyre,” be sald.

SUN, VIC
21.1.1988

“It showered it with ash on
the roof and the interior
through the open windows.
The occupants escaped to
hide in the scrub. They
watched the object hover
around in mid-air for some
time then fly off.”

S3t Fred Longley, also of
Ceduna, last night was
poadering how to title his
officinl repoart. rle though! he
might just have to setile foc
“tncident on the Nullarbor
lllghwiy”. l .
 Sgt Longley said he had
taaameil e’? UFO reports bus

none like the one given to
him by the Knowles family.

He said he was normally
sceptical, but was keeping
an open mind.

Sgt Longley said Mrs
Knowles and her sons were
obviously distressed when
they walked into his police
station at lunchtime
yesterday.

“These people have de-
finiteiy seen something,” he
said.

“Just what — well I don't
know,

Tagv were in a jeirjvie
state, even Laougii 1t was live

hours after the iIncident ...
very upset.

“You could say white-
faced, shaking, obviously
distressed.

“The woman was Jjust
thankful to be alive.

“These people were Iin-a
1000 per cent worse state
than other people who've
made UFO reports to me.

“Something happened out
there. Their car, even afier
being driven ail that .way
stili had black ash, or Cust,
over it. Even on the inside.

“There's no 500 lice that
‘vut theré, only sand.

‘“Everyone else here in the
station is pretty sceptical,
but I'm keeping an open
mind.” .

The Ceduna policemen
said the truck driver who
was originally followed by
the object had driven on to
Perth and reported the inci-
dent to the media, who
alerted police.

They said the car had dam-
age consistent with the

alleged -incident . —._ there
_were marks on the rcad and
ash was -found scattered

araund tha agda.

© Sgt Fuinell said tue evi-
dence suggested the family
was being truthful.

The owner of the Mundra-
billa Motor Hotel, Mrs Shir-
ley Lundon, said last night
she had spoken to two truck
drivers who were the first
people to see the Knowles
family aiter the incident.

She said the drivers were
outside her hotel when she
opened at 5 am.

“l know thein only as Por-
Ky and Giaham,' sae said.

“They said that this family
had just driven off a few
minics eariicr afler they

“had [ailed to cunvince tue

woman driver to stop with
them and have coffee.

“Porky told me that when
the car drew in, the woman
was crying almost uncon-
trollably and the three boys
all seemed in a state of
shock. He said one boy could
hardly speak.”

Mr Ray Brook of the U~FO
research centre in Adelaide
is planning {o interview the
family.

. Mr Brook said last night he

. had heard an interview with

one family member and be-

.ligwed. they-had had an au-

thentic experience.

SUN, VIC
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ITH no disrespect in-
tended to flying
: saucers, little green

men or egg-shaped spaceships
zooming . along the Eyre High-

way, space enginéer Matthew -

James today said we should
not get too excited by all the
talk of UFOs.

As police Investigated
claims by a Perth family that
they were harassed by extra-
terrestrials as they drove
across the Nullarbor, Mr
James cautioned against the
hysterical view.

“Certainly these are most
interesting reports,” he said.
“Something obviously hap-
pened to these people.

“But on what we have heard
so far, I would suggest we
could be talking about ball
lightning. It sounds llke that
sort of phenomenon.”

Ball lightning?

“It's literally a ball of light,
a variation on normal light-
ning caused by electrical cur-
rents and magnetic fields

arranging themselves In a
different manner.

“It takes on a spherical
shape, which could explain
the reports that this was an
egg-shaped object. It doesn't
happen often, but it has been
experienced {n Australia and
throughout the world.”

Mr James, it should be said,
isnot acynic. He i$ spokesman
for the Melbourne Planetary
Soclety, part of a worldwide
sclientific group which in-
cludes among its aims the
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An artist’s sketch of the SCM;O
the Knowfes family described.

WA

NULLARSECA RPAIN |

SA

—
|
!
!

[}
EUCLA —

EYRE M U“W
/—/ s

@ Mrs Knowles . . . near

hysterics after incident,

The Knowles family ... Patrick, Wayne, Faye and Sean.




need to encourage further
spending on research into ex-

tra-terrestrial life. Its founder
is the eminent Canadian scien-
tist and writer, Dr Carl Sagan.
Its sponsors include Holly-
wood director Steven Spiel-
berg. | )

Mr James s part of what
might be called the serious
scientific exploration of whe-
ther there is intelligent life
elsewhere in the universe.

He is an aerospace consul-
tant who works on govern-
ment and private research
programs. He is now writing a
book on Australian space acti-
vities for the National Com-
mittee on Space Engineering.

He steers clear of Flash Gor-
don comics.

Mr James’ view is that one
day we may well establish
contact with another world —
but that we shouldn’t expect
extra-terrestrials to come
knocking on our door, or, des-
pite the reports coming from
the Nullarbor, to terrorise
motorists on desert highways.

“l enjoyed watching E.T.

just like everyone else,” he
said. “And [ think we must
keep an open mind on this
question. In fact, I would hope
to see some evidence of life
elsewhere,sln .my lifetime.
‘“But, in'99 per cent of cases,
claims of éxtra-terrestrials
cannot be substantiated with
proper evidence. And those
that do sound credible, where
people experience strange
sensations like those men-
tioned in the reports today, it
doesn't necessarily imply that
extra-terrestrial beings were
involved.”

Mr James sald he would
never dismiss UFO reports as
fantasies. :

Mr James said he believed if
there was to be contact with
other life in the universe, it
was more likely radio astro-
nomy would be first to establ-
ish a dialogue. The great dist-
ances of space made the
possibility of personal contact
with aliens, if they existed at
all, unlikely in the extreme.

NASA, the American space
agency, had dedicated funds
explicitly for the purpose of
monltoring radio traffic in
space. Its space tracking sta-
tion just outside Canberra
was involved in this program.

Significantly, the efforts by
the space superpowers had yet
to achieve one positive resuit.

“Nevertheless, the search is .

continuing.”

As .to the visits of little

green men?“Well, I have yet to
see proof of it. Have you?’
B The Perth family which
said a UFO plucked their car
from the road as they crossed
the Nullarbor yesterday was
believed to be at a secret
location in Adelaide today
after signing a deal with a
television station.

A station spokesman said
Mrs Faye Knowles and her
three sons, Patrick, 24, Sean,
21, and Wayne, 18, were still
-somewhat shaken by their en-
counter .which was being in-
vestigated by police.

HER, VIC
21.1.1988

Two more

claim
nasty
encounter

A BRISBANE man
claims he and a carload
of friends had an experi-
ence similar to the Nul-
larbor “encounter’”.

And researchers in Mel-
bourne believe the
Knowles family’s sighting
may be linked to a Tasma:
nian UFO report.

Details of the Decem-
ber 14 sighting by a prom-
inent Launceston
businessman were given

csterday by the Victor-
an UFO Research So-
clety.

“The object described is
exactly the same,” soclety
officer Mr Pat Gildea said.

The man, who for pro-
fessional reasons did not
want to be lidentified,
claimed he saw a colored
cgg-shaped object while
driving along a country
road in his white Mer-
cedes about 10.30 pm.

He claimed the light
landed on the road in
front of him and, as It did,
his cngine and lights died.

“He panicked and ran
but then stopped to look
back,” Mr Gildea sald.

The car was dragged to-
wards the light before the
oval-shaped object flew
off, Mr Glldea said.

In Brisbane, Mr Ron
Warman, 56, sa‘d that last
October he and four
friecnds were driving
along a lonely road be-
tween Sansonvale and
Petrie when “this object
came down from the sky.”

“It was white with a
yellow centre and came
straight at the wind-
screen. It lefl no evidence,
and no one was game (o
wind down the windows
and look up.”

SUN, VIC
22.1.1988

A Perth woman who claims an
unidentlfied flying object landed
on toprof ‘her car sald last night
that she and her three sons be-
lieved the object had been “after”
them.

Mrs Faye Knowles, speaking on
Channel ‘7, sald she had initially
mistaken the object,” which emit-
ted a “horrible humming noise’
for a truck.

She said the encounter, on the
Nullarbor, Plain In Western Aus-

tralla on Wednesday night,'had.

lasted about 90 milnutes.
Mr Sean - Knowles,'.'who ‘was

"driving the family car at the time,

said on Adelaide radio yeslerday
that after sighting’ the UFO. at
530am on Wednesday, “I was
doing about 200 kilometres. (an
hour) to try and get away from it.

“Somehow, [ gota blow-out,” he
said. “I don’t know how. Once I got
the blow-out, it (the UFO) was on
the car. All of us had this real
welrd feeling going through us."

Mrs Knowles said sheé and her
sons ‘believed ' they ‘were ' dying
when the object grew In slze and
landed on the top of their car with
a clunk.

I was screaming, I was in hys-
tericals,” she said. After the
object lifled the Knowles’ car-off
the ground and dropped It heavi-
ly, Mrs Knowles wound down her
window and started screaming.
Soot then filled the car and cov-
ered it.

“We thought we were dying,
then we got out of the car and we
hid behind a little tree In the

bushes ‘and 1t couldn’t find us,”
she sa{d. “It-was up the road a bit
further from,us. It was afler us.”

The Object-lben took off and the
family, afterithanging the lyre
quickly, drove away but they sald
the. object followed them again.
The famlily had .tried to wave
down other cars but none stopped.

The ‘Victorian 'UFO Research
Soclety saild it was not an unusual
phenomenon to have remnants of
ash after an alleged UFO visit.

The group said that an Incident
in northern Tasmania, near Laun-
ceston, on 14 December bore
striking similarities to the Nullar-
bor Plain event.In that incident, a
car . wa$! dragged - towards an
unidentified;.gbject on 'the road
and Its motor. cut out, the soclety
said.

The singie;occupant had been
scared and left the car to take cov-
er In . some ' bushes. When the
object, des¢ribed as a conglomer-
ation of bright lights, had moved
-away, the car hdd been covered in
grey ash.The: soclely's spokes-
man, Mr Pat Glidea, sald tbe incl-
dent was still belng Investigated.

Pori Lincoin police confirmed
yesterday that the crew of the
tuna boat Monica claimed to have
seen’ moving'lights In the sky In
the :Great - Australlan Bight on
Wednesday night.

The crew of another vessel, the
Empress Lady, had also reported
seeing an object a week before th
Nullarbor Incident. g

A (ruck driver, Mr John de
Jong, also sald:on Channel 7 last
night that he had seen the lights
that terrifled Mrs Knowles and

‘her three adult sons.
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Mr Norman (left) and Mr Auchettl examining the car today

Meteorite ‘not UFO answer’

A LEADING UFO researcher has dis-
missed claims that a meteorite “at-
tacked” the Knowles family’s car on
the Nullarbor Plain.

Mr Paul Norman, vice president of
the Victorian UFO Society, said these
and other similar explanations were
“hogwash”.

“They watched it fly off - what sort
of meteorite does that?”’ he said.

Mr Norman and fellow researcher
Mr John Auchettl were in Adelaide to

carry out a series of tests on the

Knowles’ car.

Although the encounter took place
12 days ago, the men were satisfied
the results of their tests would reveal

THE NEWS ADELAIDE,SA 1.2.1988

The driver of the family car, Mr Sean Knowles, 21, and his brother, Wayne, 18, in Adelaide yesterday.
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By Carolyn Collins

evidence of a UFO encounter. The car
has been impounded by Channel 7
since it arrived in Adelaide from
Ceduna.

Mr Auchtettl] said the dents on the
roof could not have been caused by
the car rolling, as some reports have
suggested.

:“The probability of getting them so

“evenly spaced is very rare. It is not

like someone has walked over it,” he
said. -

The blown-out tyre was also “very
unusual” because there were no signs

of wear and tear and it '‘would be sent
to its manufacturer for analysis.

The pair collected dust samples
from inside the car and from the
brake linings, and tested the car for
radioactivity and changes to the its
magnetic field.

Mrs Faye Knowles and her sons
Patrick, 24, Sean, 2!, and Wayne, 18,
claimed their car was picked up by
a bright white object near the WaA-SA

border on January 21.

covered with ash before being
dropped, bursting a tyre.

They told police their car was

_IF ONLY THEY'D
O

mmmmmmmmm@

MELBOURNE advertising company
Campaign Palace was quick off the mark
getting this advertisment into the national
daily newspapers.

There were Australia-wide headlines on Thursday
alter a Perth family claimed a UFO picked their car up
and shonk it while they were travelling across the Nuitar-
hor on Wedneday.

Cnpy writer Scoit \Whyhin mapped nut the idea in the
hmck of a cah afler hearing a radio report and art director
Girahame Smith produced the artwark aimost as fast.

1t tnnk fess than eight haurs from conceptlion (o deliver-
ing the final artwark in Sydney hy hand — and that
includerd selling the idea to Dunlop and honking the
newspaper space.

Asked if Dunlop had checked whcther the vehicle
wasn 't already fitted with Dunlap tyres, Dunlop advertis-
ing manager Eric Billing commented that it prohably
was.

“It didn't leave the rnad,” was his logic.
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DUST covering the
car involved in the
Nullarbor UFO “en-
counter” was an un-
known substance,
police said yesterday.

And as the puzzle
deepened, more peoa{e
claimed to have seen the
object a Perth family say
attacked them near the
8A-WA border on
Wednesday. .

Forensic police were’

quoted in Adelalde as
saylgg the substance
nlleg ly deposited on and
inside the car was not ash.

And the crew of a tuna
boat fishing about 300km
off the 8A coast were
among a humber of people
credited with Independent
_sightings of a UFO match-
ing the description of the
Nullarbor nasty.

The tuna boat Empress
Lady, of the Australlan
Southern Bluefln fleet, re-
Eorted a bright light

overing overhead around
the same time the
Knowles famlly clalm they
were attacked.

And 8gt Jim Furnell, of
Ceduna, in the far west of
South Australla, sald
police had had calls from
two other people claiming
to have seen a light in the
past week, but had been
reluctant to report It for
fear of ridicule.

Police also had another
report from a motorist In
WA, he sald.

But other police belleve
the UFO sighting, by
Perth woman Mrs Faye
Knowles and her sons Pat-
rick, 24, Sean, 21, and
Wayne, 18, may yet turn
out to be a gigantic hoax.

And an Australlan
Southern Bluefin fleet
spokesman sald detalls of
the tunaboat sighting had
been exaggerated.

Chlef Insp Barry Wil-
loughby, of Port Lincoln,
sald the desert sighting
was In the same area of
WA where the “Nullarbor
Nymph” created a
worldwide sensation some
years ago.

Police at Eucla sald they
had been out on the high-
way but were unable to
find the spot where the
encounter allegedly hap-
pened. .

But Mrs Faye Knowles
and her three sons were
still Insisting last night
that their experience on
thel; Eyre Highway was
real. d

They told last night of

how they endured nearly
two hours of terror In a
desperate bid to flee what
they are convinced was a
UFO.

8till recovering from
what they clalm was a
hortifylng encounter, the
family appeared distres-
sed and shaken In an ex:,
clusive interview on Hinch
at Seven.:

Mrs Knowles and her

sons sald thelr car was
engulfed by a glowing ball
and lifted into the alr.®

“We were In a state of
shock,” sald Mrs Knowles.

“All of a sudden this
thing was on our roof and
lifted the car up.”

“I sald I didn't know
what to do and as soon as I
sald that thls smoke stufl
started coming Into the
car.” :

“It was llke a soot ...
coming In on top of us,”
she sald.

“We thought we were
dying, so we got out of Lhe
car and stood behind a
little tree In the bushes.

“It couldn't find us but it
was still there walting for
us and looking for us.”

Mrs Knowles sald she
and her sons stayed In the

-bushes for about 15

minutes.

“Then all of a sudden It
took off again and when
we hopped In the car to
take off it came after us
agaln.

“It wouldn't leave .us
alone.”

The Knowles sald they
were all awake when they
noticed the UFO In the
middle of the road, in front
of thelr car, at about 5am.

“It was terrible,” Mrs
Knowles sald.

Sean, who was driving,
sald: “I had to put my foot
down because it was chas-
Ing us. The next second |
was on the roof.” 3

“We heard a clunking
sound,” Mrs Knowles sald..

The Knowles were ada-
mant that what they saw

was real and not a ball of
lightning as has beén
clalmed.

“This was happenln% for
about an hour and a half,

“It kept tormenting us.”

“Il you're driving 200km
an hour how could you
blow the back tyre without
rolling the car?”

“It was after us,” sald Mrs
Knowles.

“It was chasing other
cars then all of a sudden it
.came for us.

“Something’'s got to be
done or else someone will
get really hurt,” Mrs
Knowles sald.

“There's something out
there we can't explain.”

They are to get the traln
back to Perth.

AGE, VIC
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IN America, they're
excited. In Australla,
they're more cautious
— even sceptical.

But whatever IT was
that the Knowles family
saw out on the Nullarbor
ecarly on Wednesday mor-
ning, it has grabbed the
attenllon — and arouscd
the envy — of researchers
around the world.

Some even say the
“Mundrabllla Incldent” —
as police now call the fam-
lly’s strange encounter —
the most Important sight-

ing ever.
“1 can’'t think of any
other case like it.” said

George Eberhart, from the
Chicago-based J.L. Hynek
Centre for UFO Studies.

“It's Incredible.

“There have been other
reports where vehicles
havé been interfered with
«— like the ignition sytems
— but nothing like this. 1
wish a case like this had
happened here.”

The Hynek Centre —
named afler a UFO resear-
cher who once served as an
astronomical consultant
to the officlal US Air Force
investigation into UFOs -
receives about 250 re-
ported sightings each year
from throughout the US.

Bodies

Eberhart said the best-
documented case on re-
cord of a close encounter
of the second kind —
actual physical evidence
— was a 1971 incident in
Delthof, Kansas.

In that case, after a
sighting by a 16-year-old
boy, Ronald Johnson, sci-
entists found a ring-
shaped mark in the grass
and a resldue of a slivery-
type of salt which was not
found naturally.

But, Eberhart said, the
Knowles sighting could be
of even greater import-
ance.

At home in Australia,
theories about what
caused the Knowles fam-
fly's night of terror have
begun flylng around like
UFOs.

Explanations include a
close encounter with dry
lightning or a direct hit
from a carbonaceous
meteorite.

Another theorist has
suggested the object
might have been nothing
more sinister than a dis-
torted view of the rising
sun.

Faye Knowles and her

three sons, are adamant

the dazzllng giant egg-int

an-eggcup-like object
which landed on thelr car
on the Eyre Highway in
the early hours of Wednes-
day was extraterrestrial.

They claim the smell of
dead bodies, the coating of
ash and dents on the roof
of their car all point to
something not of this
world.

And research physicist
Glen Moore of Wollongong
University agrees.

But instead of a UFO, he
believes each of the indl-
vidual phenomena and the
sighting of a bright object
reported by tuna fisher-
men in the Great Austra-
lian Bight adds up to a
carbonaceous meteorite.

“lI see no difficulty with
what they saw, only with
the Interpretation of what
it was,” sald Mr Moore.

“There's the possibility
of these people feeling a
very considerable shock if
the meteorite entered the
ecarth’'s atmosphere above
them. .

“It's quite possible the
meteorite broke up In the
atmosphere and material
from it fell on the car.”

However, Professor
Peler Schwerdtfeger, head
of meteorology at
Adeclaide’'s Flinders Uni-
versity, thinks a severe
electrical storm could also
fit the bill.

“My best guess Is that
it's an stmospheric electri-
cal phenomenan man-
ifested In the form of dry
lightning — in other words
there was no rain,

“If somebody happens to
be in one of these electrical
disturbances miles from
anywhere, it's going to be
a pretty thrilling if not
eerle sensatllon.” .

Allan Brunt, former
head of the South Austra-
lian Bureau of Meteorolo-
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gy, has another idea — an
extremely distorted view
of the rising sun.

He sald conditions on
the day were perfect (or [ar
horlzon mirages and what
happened following the
sighting could probably be
explalined by panlc.

Mr Brunt thought it pos-
sible Mrs Knowles turned
her car over without really
knowing what had hap-
pened, landing back on
the wheels.

“I'll go and jump In the
lake if that dust they
found on the car turns out
to be some sort of extra-
terrestrial . material,” he
said..

Mr Brunt will have to
,walt however. because
police sald it could be at
least another week before
forensic experts analysed
Ahe substance.

SUN, vIC
23.1.1988

High-speed Telstar

Inregard to the recent Nullarbor vis-
it of our intergalactical neighbors
please show me a Ford Telstar se-

dan capable of 200 kmh.
Gerard Tobid;
- Mooroolbark.

AGE, VIC
23.1.1988

After Wednesday's
alleged extra-terrestrial
attack on four travellers
on the lonely Eyre out-
side the tiny town, local
publican Steve Papuptis
said yesterday he had
seen strange lights over
Eucla on January 5.

When pllots flying light
planes between Adelaide
and Perth stop over at
Eucla, Mr Papuptis goes
to the airstip to take
them back to his Amber
Hotel.

A booking was made
for a pilot to stay on

January 5, but when he
didn’t turn up at the air-
strip at Tpm as ex-
pected, Mr Papuptis
went home.

Later that night Mr
Papuptis's wife said she
could see a plane coming
in, so he thought his
guest had arrived.

“I saw what looked like
navigation lights moving
over the west of the town
towards the airstrip,” Mr
Papuptis said.

“The lights came slow-
ly down like a plane pre-
paring to land ... but
then hovered at a 20-

degree angle for about a

minute. 5

“I thought what the
hell is the pilot doing.”

Mr Papuptis, who ias
spent 20 years at Eucla,
sald the lights moved
lower, then slowly east
before vanishing over the
horizon.

He reported the inci-
dent to police because he
feared the plane might
have crashed.

On police advice he
also reported it to air
traffic control in Perth,
who checked with
Adelaide airport.

“They said no plane
was supposed to be in

the area,” Mr Papuptis
said.

He said he was mysti-
fied by the incident until
last week’'s claim by
Perth woman Faye
Knowles that she and
her three sons were
chased by a huge “bright
glowing” object as they
drove near the WA-SA
border town.

Mr Papuptis said the
lights he saw “were two
twinkling white lights on
top of an ultra-violet
light. but I didn’t bother
to look at its shape”.

He can't remember
whether he heard the
sound of a plane because

“when I saw the lights [
thought it was a plane
anyway and there was an
east wind blowing at the
rate of about 15 knots".

But he doesn't believe
in flying saucers.

“I had seen light
streaks from Skylab and
I think maybe what I saw
in January was some
part of a rocket,” he said.

Another Eucla resi-
dent, 28-year-old cook
Jeanette Dodd, isn't so
sure about what she saw
in the sky.

Her house is on a hill
with a commanding view
of the Southern Ocean.

“About a month ago
we were in bed looking at
the stars and this bright
light was coming to-
wards us,” said Ms Dodd.

“It sort of flew into the
angle of the window and
then zoomed away.

“It was very big and
must have been travel-
ling at incredible speed.

“It hovered above the
horizon on a 30-degree
angle, so I knew it wasn't
a boat ... and then it
disappeared.”

Another local with a
strange tale is bar mana-
ger Stan Mossdeld, who
said: “I was going home
from Border Village
about 10 days ago and as
I was coming towards
our place I saw this great
big light hanging up in
the air.

“It v7as then for about
5 km aid then when we
roundel a bend it was
gone. . was scary.”

Mr Mossdeld believes
the various sightings add
up to vistors from space.

“Most people in town
think something is
occuring and I think
these creatures from
outer space are ready to
communicate with us,”
he said.

SUNDAY PRESS, VIC
24.1.1988

INEVER' intended to tell any-
onc this. | was not keen to
thought of as crazy and there was.

no way | could have avoided that -

by claiming to have had an en-
counter of “that kind".

However. now that the Knowles.

have made their encounter public
and others claiming to have had

similar experiences have come out .

of the woodwork, | might as well
get in on the act. .. :

Was it raally 2 UFO that my
companion and [ saw on the Eyre
Highway in Western Australia all
those years ago?

It happened when | was work-
ing in Kalgoorlie. At that time we

received regular reports of motor- -

ists on the highway seeing strange
lights. We ran the stories, but al-
ways had a little chuckle. about
another sighting of little green
men on the Nullarbor.

In those days, sighting UFOs
was not as acceptable as it has be-
come today. Such reports were
treated with glee and greeted with
comments like: “Where did you
see it? In the car park at the
pub?”

Well, there was no way: | was

going to cop that sort of flak. Be--
sides. it could have been embar-"

rassing to both my companion and
myself.

Anyway, | was on an assign-
ment out past Balladonia on the
highway and was returning to

. Kalgoarlie. It was dark so we had

Suddenly this big, bright light
appeared on the horizon in front
of us. We thought it was a truck,
so moved over because he seemed
to be hogging the middle of the
road.

The light approached. at about
the speed a truck would. As he got
closer | cursed him for not dipping
his lights and gave him a blast of
full beam just to remind him.

It had no affect. He just kept on
coming with that light blinding

us. [ slowed right down and wait-
ed for him to pass.
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When the light came to within
about 100 metres of us everything
zapped out. Thecar lights and ra-
dio went.off and the engine

‘Stopped.

. were those little green mem up to?-

The light slowed and made a.
couple of slow passés aver us. In
no time at all we were perspiring
profusely and the metal of the car
was hot to touch..It was like an
oven in there.

We could not get out because.
this was in the days before the-
highway was sealed. There was.
dust and dirt swirling around like.
a storm; we would have choked to
death on it.

We could da nothing but just sit
and watch the light make the
h aver us. We could see noth-
ing but the light and we colld
fiear nothing but a sound like a
vacuum cleaner.

My companion grabbed at my
arin. “*What's going on, what's
happening?" she asked. .

“What is that thing and what's.
it doing to us?” she asked again,a
tremor in her voice.

[ 'was too cunaus to be scared,
but | was rattled by the experi-
ence- [t was weird.

- The whole incident lasted only-
a few minutes' and ‘then the light
turned and took offat a great rate
of knots in the direction in which
it had been headed.

When the dust settled we got
out, legs trembling. We sat in the
middle of theroad while we recov-
ered. There was no sign of the
mysterious light. It had been a
nerve-wracking experience: -

When the “thing” disappeared,
the lights and radio in our car
came back on and | was able to
start the engine again with no
problems. The car cooled quickly.

So thereitis.’

However, before you go calling
the men in the white coats | must
say that, no, we had not been
drinking — nor were we halluci-
nating.

My natural journalistic scepti-

-cism would tend to discount the.
" experience asa lot of rubbish. Ex-

“cept that | was there dnd | know it
‘happéned. '

So what did hapﬁén?‘Whal
Why did they pick on us?"

Were they ‘iust checking us out
or were they looking for some in-
telligent: life form to take away
withr them for study? Perhaps we

_were unsuitable candidates.’

"What anexperience that would:
‘have been; 'to be whisked away
inta space. What a story' Any"
time you want me folks, just come
and get me.’ '

SUNDAY MAIL, QLD

24.1.1988
CR: ROY RUSSELL

A MELBOURNE doctor yes-
terday treated three mem-
bers of the family which last
week claimed it was at-
tacked by a UFO.

Mrs Faye Knowles and sons Patrick,
24, and Wayne, 18, yesterday were
taken to Dandenong Valley Private
Hospital by relatives who were con-
cerned about their condition,

The doctor who treated them said:
“They're fine but that's about all I'm
prepared to say.

The Knowles were discharged yes-
terday afternoon and last night were
spending time with family and friends.

A relative, who asked not to be
named, said the doctor had given them
each a cup of coffee and had coun-
selled them to “take it easy’.

“They were told it could last any-
thing between two weeks to six

months to get over what they've been
through,” the relative said.

Mrs Knowles last night hit out at the
TV station which paid for exclusive
rights to the bizarre story about a UFO
attack on the family car near Mundra-
billa on the Nullarbor plain.

“This follows scientific tests showing
the car had no signs of 8 close en-
counter of an unearthly kind.

An angry Mrs Knowles declared her
disgust with the tests which were done
on behalf of Channel 7 in Adelaide.

“They're calling us liars,” she said in
an interview shown on Channel 7.
adding: “That's not true. What we
know happened to us did happen to
us. There's definitely something out
there.”

Mrs Knowles and her sons Patrick.
Sean and Wayne were sticking to their
story that a UFO chased their appro-
priately-named blue Ford Telstar
along the Eyre Highway early last
Wednesday.

Media coverage of the ‘*‘Mundrabilla
incident™ has captured the imagina-
tions of overseas UFO watchers.

“[ can’t think of any other case like
it,” said George Eberhart. from the
Chicago-based J.L.Hynek Centre for
UFO studies. “It's incredible.”

The Knowles claim that the object
— likened to a large glowing egg in a

cup — picked up their car and
slammed i1t back on the road. blowing
a tyre.

Their car was covered with a film of
black dust and was dented on the roof.

However. tests commissioned by
Channel 7 found there was no evi-
dence to support the claim that the
UFO landed and dented the roof. nr
had heen responsible for the damaged
tyre.

Mr Monty Luke. from Australian
Mineral Decvelopment Laboratories,
tested the vehicle yesterday and on
Friday.

‘. He said the dust was consistent with_

< material froms brake linings and was
consistent with similar matenal found
on other vehicles.

Results of police tests won't be
known till the end of this weck.

The Knowles have been contracted
to Channel 7 for a sum believed to be
$5000. It is understood the terms of
the contract prevent them speaking
with other media for three months.

The reporter who compiled the sto-
ry was Channel 7 Adelaide’s chief-of-
staff Frank Pangallo.

“Nobody's really disputing that they
didn't sce anything.” Mr Pangallo said
yesterday. “It's just that nothing hit
the car.”

Mr Pangallo said some dents found
on the car were old and consistent
with wear and tear. There were two
dents on the roof and some on the side
of the car. Two dents were farrly re-
cent.

Mr Pangallo said geiger counters
had been used in the tests but no trace
of radioactivily had been found.

Asked about Faye Knowles' angry
reaction to the Channel 7 tests. Mr
Pangallo said: “I've spent a bloody
hour trying to explain to them they're
not being made out to be liars. | just
said to them ‘look you just got it con-
fused'.

**The smoke in the car was caused
by your burst tyre. {t wasnt this UFO.
There's nothing saying you didn't see a
UFO because it has been witnessed by
other people on the road. .

*“Independent witnesses have seen it
and it was seen again the following
night. And it also buzzed a tuna trawl-
er at Port Lincoln on the Wednesday

ight.

N Gh it's not that they're being made
out to be liars. They were _ger!.umcly
distressed at seeing something:

Mr Pangallo also defended the
Channel 7 contract which prevented
the Knowles from discussing the story
with any other media group.

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT EDITION:

“There was some commercial inter-
est but it was a drop in the ocean
compared with the fistful of dollars the
Mike Willesee team were waving
around the Eyre Peninsula and the
Nullarbor.” he said. “They were going
as high as $20.000."

Mr Pangallo described how he had
“stitched up™ the Seven exclusive.

He said he was the first reporter on
the scene and arranged for the
Knowles car to be hidden on a proper-
ty in Wudinna on South Australia's
Eyre Peninsula.

“There were film crews and journal-
ists from Mclbourne. Sydney. Brisbane
and Perth scouring the town trying to
find it." he said.

Mr Pangallo said the initial tip-off
came from police on Wednesday
night.

“When we got the tip from the cops
that this was happening  just rang the
Ceduna police. found out what time
the family had lefi and ascertained
about wias ime they would be passing
through Wudinna.” he said.

Mr Pangalio’s next move was to
contact a former joumnslist colleague,

Mr Paul Jackson. who runs the Eyre
Highway Motel at Wudinna.

“[ got him to sit out there on a box
of Eskies and just wait until they came.
He Nagged them dowri, took them in-
side and by that time we were on our
way in a fixed-wing plane,” he said.

*“And we got there about three hours
before anyone else.”

Mr Pangallo was asked whether he
was concerned about the use of cheque
book joumalism.

“*Mate, as far as cheque book jour-
nalism is concemed, | just don't want
to hear anything about it because ev-
erybody does it,” he replied.

*But make it quite clear it wasn't an
outrageous figure. And the only reason
we had to do something was because
the Willesee team was telegraphing
their offer in advance on the phone.

“They were still a day away. They
were ringing through. It was almost
like being at Christie’s. You know, like
the bids are coming up.

“l can honestly tell you we would
have got the story. That family weren't
looking for money.”

Why were they offered it”

4“Wcl| we just wanted it exclusively.
We didn’t want the Nine network to
just take it away™

He added: It was just one of those

. stories. l!\al_}lcnll ;lscl( 10,a yituation of
cxclusivity.
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CLAIMS by a family of four that they
were attacked by a UFO on the Nullarbor
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UFO claims
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THE UFO THAT CAN'T BE
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EXPLAINED

For nearly an hour,

a huge, unrecognizable something, performing

amazing maneuvers, followed JAL Flight No. 1628 over Alaska.

Veteran pilots saw it. Three

And ‘once it disappeared, it still wasn't gone . ..

Nying saucers of supermarket tabloide
Those who show Intarest risk being la-
beled as true-bellevers in visitors from
outer space, intellectual Mlyweights, or
just birdbraine with plenty of roora up-
stairs to rent. To avold ridicule, most
serious researchers have retrested to the
shadows and keep their mouths shut
about what could be going on in the
seemingly infinite universe.

Capt. Terauchi probably would have
been wiser to do that; he could have
spared himself the phone dh‘;;h. rub-
bemedin;. the mockery. But by all ac-
counta he is an honest and fort t
man. By doing his duty, by repo In
good conscience something in the sky that

od up the nose, plugs of skin taken (rom
backs, erms, legu.

No — the FAA had no Interest in
arousing history's tendency to repest it-
sell. t had learned its
leason well: The emotional, ungainly ie-
sues ralated to unidentified flying objects
were in no way conducive to buresucratic
control.

0 NOW YOU SEF. WHAT

the ceptain and the FAA

hed gotten themseives into.

Dotens of times, day after day,

the phone rang in Paul Steucke’s
office: NBC in New York. Redio
Hewail Star Magazine. Canadian
Broedcasti Sundey Lon.

wesn't supposed Lo be there, he brough

blic controversy upon himselfl and em-
En,mnuln( scrutiny within a profession
that is highly conscious of imege.

The FAA, meanwhile, did not want to
encourege public hysterla by cavalierly
releasing Information whose meaning it
could not escertsin. It alsodid not went to
cast aspersions on the crew — it had no
reason to — or creats the impression that
it had anything to cover up, use it
didn't The FAA just didn't knovs.

It was o love-lose situation.

HE AIR FORCE. HAD
spent 22 maddening years
Investigating UFO reports
befare closing down the
last government watchdog,
Project Rlue Book — and
the FAA had no interest in
picking up where tha re-
tresting Air Force had left
off. The UFO issue had
lent ltself too readily to
fantsey and hoet; it wae
Impossible to control. Its history had been
otracted, complicated and sttended to
myried panels and projects that paseed
the hot potato sround without aettling
snything — a acenario laid out in The
UFO Controversy in Amenica, 8 1976 hook
by Temple University professor David
Michael Jacobs.

Ground control:
Do you still have
the traffic?

JAL: Affirmative.
Nine o'clock.

Project Blue Book had heen preceded
by Project Sign, Project Grudge, Project
Twinkle, with the high paint of Air Force
involvement occurring in 1952 There hed
been a tremendous number of UFO re-
porta that year — including radar scope
sightings, later deemed inacct . that
led the Air Force toacramblejets to
intercept UF Oz above the nation’s cepi-
tal. So the CIA convened a panel of five
distinguished nonmilitery scientists —
the Robertson Panel — to examine
whether the sightings threatened national
wecurity. After 12 hours of study over
three days, the panel concluded that the
real dengerdidn’tseem Lo he the IFOu.
The resl denger the UFO reports —
seemingly more ible because of the
Air Force's austained interest — reports
that could expcae the public to “paycho-
logical warfere™ and “skillful hnatile pro-

aganda” that might “induce hysterical
Lhnviov ond harmful distrust of duly
conatituted authority.” The Russisns
would surely get us.

Informed critics argued that the gov-
ermment was going shout the investiga-
tion all wrong, that investigetors were
preoccupied with the potentialthreat to
national security — this was the ‘50s,
after all, the height of the Cold Wer —
and oot with aerious scientific analyses of
the thousendas of cases from all over the
world.

But no matter what the Air Force
people did, certain LIFO quarters rou-
tinely suspected them of orchestrating
eiaborate cover-ups

The Mying-saucer buniness was the big-

est public-reletions headache in Air
Fmtt history. Finally, tha Condon Com-
mittee, an academic group convened in
1966 to coma up with a nenmilitary read
on the situation, said exactly what the Air
For @ wented to heer — knowledge
wouldn't be edvanced by further study,
and Project Blue Book should be put to
sleep.

It wes, in 1969, and the sxaminetion of
UFOs petsed into the hands of independ-
ent researchers and privete orgenir ations
such es MUFON and CUFOS — the
Mutuel UFO Network based in Seguin,
Texen, and the J. Allen Hynek Center for
UFO Studies in Glenview, IIL. The ven-
!\urd of current research centers on

ing reporta of abductions that in-
volve ic medicel instions on
bers of diff [] ions of the
same (amilies — hair-thin needles insert.

don Mirror. The French News

Agency. The Washington office of

TRUD, the Soviet National Daily

Newspaper. National Public Ra-
- dio. People magazine.

Pub ic response was so great
that the FAA decided to inter-
view the JAL crew a second lime
and review the reder tepes. And
Steucke started thinking otrat-
ogy. What was the FAA's role end
responaibility? Whatdid it kne?

The first officer and the Night
engineer again corroboreted 4he
ceptein’'s dramatic report. But
the FAA decided that the radar
tapes did not — neceasarily. The
ohject on rader was now thought
o be an accidental split image of
the JAL 747, Steucke said, end
not a separate ohject — a familiar
radar quirk. The people ot FI-
mendorf, meanwhile, emphesizad
that their redar signeis hadn't
lasted long enough to be con.
firmed, and they attributed the
epparent hits to coi identsl

ectronic clutter.

The calls kept coming. Steucke
kept getting new bits of matariel,
and thae thread of the story kept
wandering. He felt an if hs were
“hlowing up e balloon” — eech
time he doled out a bit of infor-
mation, the story got higger. He
was conatantly looking for holes
in the deta end trying to etay
shead of the reporters — not
slways with success.

Hal Bernton, for one, of the
Anchorege Daily News.

After the FAA explained its
double reder signal as a “split
beacon,” Rernton tracked down
controller Sam Rich, who told
him that three controllers had
seen o radar image of an object
near 1628 thet night, end “all
three of us thought there was o
track,” or aircraflt. (That would
be Rich, Henley and John Aar-
nink, who had stepped in to help
out) The track may not have
been very strong, Rich told Hern-
ton, but none of the cantrollers ot
the time thought it might be a
oplit image of the 747,

Steucke called Rich in for o
chat l1a mede Rich aware of the
awkward pmition he had put the
other controllers in — speaking
for them without their knowl.
edga. And from then on, Rich
referred interview requesta to
Steucke's office, where reporters
were informed that Rich didn't
want to talk. A message also went
out over the FAA employees’
“code-a-phones” ot work. warn-
ing that reportera would hound
them on this story and that FAA
policy required them to go
through public effaira.

Steucke worried that this mix-
up mada him look bad. One day
he's saying only one controller
had handled 1628, ond now he
findn out there were fite, counting
supervisors, and they seemed to
ba disputing the FAA‘s publicly
stated position! What in [E' uvrld
uns eoerybody going ta think?

At least he wasn't handling an
air cranh. The aubject matter was
fascinating, and thinga kept hap-
pening. Farly on Jan. 11, for
instance, Capt. Terauchi again
reported aeeing unwaual lights
while Nying over Alaska. Onre he
landed and learned the location
of @ reported temperature inver-
sion, he provided an explanation:
An ha Mlew near Arctic Village, the
town lights had gotten distorted
by bouncing off ice cr atals cre-
ated when cold air got eend-
wiched between two leyers of
warm eir. Not a rere phenome-
non. But, initielly, the informe-
tion was presented es if the FAA
had come up with the explana-
ton. Terauchi complained to re-
porter Hel Bernton, aware that it
made him look like a crackpot

Hank Eles, the Alaska air-
traffic manager, felt bad for the

diff erent radar scopes tracked it.

captain. A pilot ls always seeing

in the sky, he says, because
thet's where he's looking all the
time. “You see things,” he says,
“and you rationalize.” That's o
otar, that's enother airplane,
that's & navigational bescon So
the captain sees something, end it
doesn't look like snything he's
seen in 29 years of flying. Then,
eays Eline, he's “gnt to look ot
everything else real critical from
now on ... the poos guy's got to
tske a resl hard look end say, ‘Is
thet another one?"

Inside the FAA offices, mean-
while, the attitude was, / can't
betieve it. What is all this interest!
But the sighting slso generated
wonder: For all anyone knew, the
United States or the Saviet nion
was testing some advanced e1-
perimental craft — what better
place? Or maybe there wes o
physicel explanation, beyond our
current awarenesa, as meteorites
once were, end radioactivity,
stomic fission, the anomelous
motion of the perihelion of Mer-
cu y. And was it likely that in el
the vast universe, only Earth
would be singled out for life?

“We all carry with us the seed
of the pnasihility that what Cept.
Terauchi described could actual-
ly have heen there,” says Steucke.
“The debunkers are trying to
keep us honest. At the same time,

Every time the
public affairs
guy doled out
information, the
story ballooned.

ers are trying to keep
ility alive.”

THPE INQUIRIFS KFI'T COM.
ing — moatly from the media and
some from independent UFQ in-
ventigators like Richard Haines, o
compact, preclsa, polite Califor.
nie scientist in wire-rimmed bifo-
cals who still pulls eut chaira for
women. When peacple celled
Steucke with acientific questiona,
or wanting tn know ehout other
pilot sightings, he aent them to
Haines.

During the day, Hainee warks
Amen Ressarch Center
View as chief of the
Spaca Human Factors Office —
they're helping design the inte-
rior of the apace station an well an
new space auits. At night and on
wenkends, ot his own expense, he
triea to k prplai
high-alt
Terauchi's —
years.

He thinka pilotx make good
suhjecta  highly stable, highly
trained, highly motivated, acien
tfically inclined, and unlikely to
maka casual reparts of ateange
sightings, because of the potential
o ba emharrasnad amang their
peern. Plun, an airplane comes
with instruments that can record
phenomena — “a MNying laborato-
ry.” says lininea.

Over the years he has Inoked
into 3.000 pilot.sightings and ez-
plained 2,500 of them as illnsiona
ot misidentifications of atmoe-
pheric phenomena. “But none-
thales,” he says, “I have quits o
few that are very unerplained, |
wonld sey 600." The Alankse sight-
ing is one of them — but he says
the only really unuaual thing
about it was the publicity. “Pen-
ple tand not o know about the
othera”

Like the doven or an UIFON that
iz Brazilian jet fighters chased
for half an hour last May after the
ohjects registerad on radar in Seo
Paulo. Or the young Australian

ilot Haines has just written o
k ahout who in 1978 re-
ported e strange craft in his vicin-
ity, then disappeared, while
Nying in @ Cessna to huy some
crayfish for a party

Hainea heard about the JAL
sighting end proceeded to edu-
cote himsell about the relevent
reder systema and the dynamics
of the Boeing 747. He got hold of
wind aloft charta end weather
photngraphy. He worked the
phones: Flmendorf, Steucke,
Derry, JAL, the pilnt and first
officer of the United jot. And he
interviewed Capt Terauchi for
three hours by telephone with the

-Ap!
is hobby for 20

balp of a Japanese friend who ks e
plot with e Ph.D. in eng 1

When Haines esked Tersn
how the two objects he first saw
had woved in space, the captain
said, “They move together as W
they have 8 common center of
gruvity, and they oscillate slightly
with e random wevering motion.”
The instant he flashed his landing
lights at the United jet, whatever
was [ollowing him dissppeared

“Whaddye meen, disap-
peared?” Halnes asked. And Ter-
auchi sald: W,

“The lights went out.”

Halnes spoke with the cap-
tain that Philip Klase, en-
other noted independent UJFO
investigator, sdvanced o widely
ished theory that the csptain
actiially been looking st Jupi-
ter, and maybe Mars.
It wes late in January by then.
For many years, until his semi-
retirement last June, Klase hed
been the senior evionics editor of
Ausation Week and Spoce Technol-
agy Magarine. And for more than
20 years, his hobby hes been !ln
h 5 “ e 3

IT WAS ROMETTME AFTER

FAA. When esked if the Nov. 17
sighting was the captains “first
experience,” the captain told of
two Once, from
his bome, he had observed bright
lights for 10 minutee et what he
judged to be 10.000 feet And five
yeoars ago, on e cargo (light south
of Formana, “when we start dimb
wn saw lefthand side big mother-
ship.” But he said it wes too
“weird,” he wasn't feeling well,
and be ignored it.

Asked to corment on these
remarka, Steucke said, “The fact
that he a couple of other
things, 1 think, is averweighed hy
the balance of the fact that he's a
captain for e larga airline and has
flown for a long time and has o
great deal of responsibility.”

AT A CERTAIN POINT, THE
FAA decided not to release eny
more information until ell the
meterial had been gathered and
scrutinized. While the lid wes on,
Flins, the air-traffic manager,
handcerried the radar disc pack
to Washington and picked up
Harvey Saffer, the FAA's director
of Air Treffc Evaluations end

[ Y
ous or famous UFO casen,” he
.

“l have emerged — it sounds
immadest, but 1 think it's trve —
83 probably the leading sheptical
UFO inveatigator in the country,
if not the world,” he saya. “After
21 yeare, | have yot to find a case
that [ did not believe could be
explained in prossic or earthly
terma Recause of this preition,
theta is en important new UFO
cnse, | cannot sfford to ignorelt, if

ou will. It's sort of as If Sharlock

lolmes were a real person living
today, he couldn't afford mron
Jimmy Hoffe's complete disap-
pearsnce or other such seemingly
mysterious crimea.”

Klam didn’t Interview the pi-
Int, becausne after hearing him on
larry King's late-night redio
show, he says, “it was evident
that be is not too skilled in Eng-
lish, and | don’t apeak Japanese.”
Rut his FAA contacts enabled
him to “read and make extansive
nolan” of 8 tranactipt of the taped
converaation hetween the cockpit
ond the ground. Then he epprori-
mated the southenasterly direction
in which the captain end crew
were looking, consulted “a profes-
sional astronomer,” and worked
out e theory:

Jupiter was extremely bright
and viaible in the direction of the
reported UFO, and Mare was junt
below and Lo the right of Jupiter,
which could explain the pilot's
initial report of two lights.

“Jupiter wan only 10 degrees
ebove the horizon, making it ep-
Env to the pilnt to be roughly at

is own 35000 font altitude,”
Klass wrota in a report for the
Buffalo based Committee for the
Scientific Inveatigation of Claims
of the Paranormal, of which he is
o founder

AINFS COULDN'T
H buy the theory . It focuned

only on the very end of
the 60-minute epiacda, and did
nol take the crew's entire experi-
ence into arcount.

“There's no way it could be o
plenet” he says. “The autopilnt
wan flying tha asirplane in o
straigbt line. Tesauchi tells me
that the ohject firnt appeared ot
12 o'clock, then moved out rather
quickly tn 10 o'clock or 1030
before it came back again."

That's not Jupiter, he eays,
becaime Jupiter doean’t mova. “If
the airplane is stahle ... and
Jupiter ia stshia, it doesn’t ex-
plain this husinese™ of the objecia
moving back and forth. Baaides,
he rays, the abjects wera way tno
big to be pianets

When the story shout Klass®
Jdupiter theory came over the
wires ot the Anchorage Daily
News, Hal Rarnton called up Ter-

Their mission wes o
take a fina) good look ot the rader
returna, with the help of the staff
at the FAA Technical Center in
Atlantic  City. The computer
there could regenerate the signala
intn s pattern by ging them
together like pearls.

They looked and looked and
lonked at it They pleyed the
redio lapes, trying to re.creatls
the actual scenario. Five times
they lonked ot it.

“We come to the conclumion,”™
says Flins, “thal, uh, you know
... we can’'t confirm nor deny. If
the |crew| had never said any.
thing, we would have wsid, ‘We
sne that every day’ ™ It would
have been pessed off as o oplit
heacan or “uncorrelated Large

This occurs when tha
comiog off the skin of the air
plane and the aignal coming out
of the nirplane’s trensponder
don’t hit the ground at exactly
the aama moment. “It’e just like
an echo,” aays Elias On the radar
acope, it lonks like a little dot next
to the slash that represents the
sirplane. Fliaa noticed one ndd
thing: The dota jumped around in
relation to the alash. It wasn't
unheard of, hut it wasn't uyauel
either.

\What may have caneed the
split heacon was not determined
But both Steucke and Eiias
sgreed that the coincidence ume
ertrantdinary — acrew reporting
something outaide their window
and on their corkpit radar, at the
same timea that both the military
endthe FAA were receiving inter.
mittent rader signals in the
plene’s vicinity. Steucke pasaed

... The FAA is not saying
it poaitively, ahanlutely, without o
shadow of e doubt, is & eplit
beacon.... We neither confirm

lias returned to Alaska with
is inconclwive resulta. “The Ad-
mirai,” FAA administrator Don.
old Fngen, an old jet pilot,
wanted to be kept shreast of what
wat whatl, 30 Flian and the con
troller hriefed him by phone. And
someone on Harvey Saffer's stafl
briefed the pn!ir‘iyonliul arience
adviser

NY THIS TIMF., Al 1. THF MA
terials relatad to the Nov. 17
sighting were trichling intn Panl
Stencke’s office from hall a dozen
different places, and he sched.
uled a news conference for March
5in Anchorage

He also draw up en extraordi
naty order form of meterisis re
inted to the sighting
Terauchi's narrative repart, for
instance ($1.10), or tapes of con

suchi. The pilot wan
he had recognized Jupit
the fligh end wha
tailed him waa no planet.

Klase laughed when tnld thet
the pilot h-:rujnded his explana-
Gon: ""This is per for the course.
When o person ia o dedicated
UFO balisver, as the pitot is and
wae, he'll elways deny o romaic
expianation. You know, of course,
thet he's & UFO nPu!n."

Klans was referring tn the s
tain’s second interview with J:

t v het ground con
duint  The pilot was
adamant —

whatever had
tailed him was

no planet.
S TSR M R RS
trol end the JAL (350), or



. insgrutable 8-by-10 glossy blow-

ups of rader (810). The
deluze package eost $194.30 —
the ultimate inside look st this
increasingly hizarre little inci-
dent A story about it ran over the
wires.

There were hundreds of re-
quests (o various parts of the
package. More than a few wanted
the wl thing. And everybody
wanted it right sway.

HE FULL AND FINAL

I news cnnference that was

intended (0 kil this story
once and for oll was an enticli-
mactic event st which the FAA
released two pounds of docu-
ments and no conclusiona. It took
place in @ spacious room with sn
American flag i corner, and
unfathomeble rams of ale-
planes and rader signals up on the
white hoards that lined the room.

Steucke was the only FAA per-
son available to answer questiona.
He had called up the Air Force
people, and “they told me three
things to sey": Their radar signal
was clutter, there was no scram-
ble, and there is no investigation.
And none of the FAA’s technical
people would be there to answer
questions, he seaid, because,
“frankly, they're gun-shy as hell
ahout it

Resides, the FAA was not in the
UFQ husiness, sould not he in
the UIFO business in the future,
snd did not intend to conduct o
scientific investigation; he said.
“We pursued this from what I
would csll an operational systems
view. ... We were out tn deter-
ine if there was anather sircraft
there, which we were not able to
do one way or the other.”

He did mention o couple of
other unususl, far less-dramatic
pilnt sightings above Alaska, but
the hottom line on this one wes
that the ssfety of the air traffic
control system had not been com-
promised — case closed.

RICHARD HAINES HAS
moved on to other nightings b‘yl
pilots. The Alaska sighting "wil
£0 down as a gnod case,” he says.
“Not the best But a gond solid
case” for which “there is no logi-
cal esplanation.” But he's afraid
the publicity it generated will
discourage pilots from reporting
unususl phenomens — if they
realize thet whatever they tell
ground control could bhe turned
over to the Amerian public, for &
fee.

Rack in February he received o
post card from Capt. Terauchi,
who spologized (or not answering
Haines' follow-up letters. “Sorry
for the delay,” the captain wrote,

“but things are getting hot” —
don't call me, I'll call you

Frland Staphena, the shift su-
pervisor in the control room the
night of the sighting, has hed
some medicel problems and is on
sick leave. He says that if he had
been in Capt. Terauchi’s position,
he would have kept his mouth
shut, or told what he hed to tell as
o humorousstory.

Carl Henley, who hendled the
JAL Night that night, wants you
to know he's just an sir treffic
controller who likes his job. Hae'd
like to talk to Capt. Terauchi one
day -- he feels they've been
through something together —
ond find out whether there was
anything he could have done for
the pilot that he didn’t do.

Paul Steucke and his wife went
out to dinner to celebrate on the
night of the final news confer-
ence. Life was good. Two galleries
in Alaska were carrying his
artwork, he was firting with o
third in Honolulu, and he wes
about to be named o federal em-
ployee of the year in a competi-
tion involving 30 U.S. egencies in
the Anchorage ares.

And Capt. Kenju Terauchi, the
veteran pilt who did his duty
and reported what he saw, has
rooved back to Tokyo after three
years in Anchorsge, whers he had
liked to fish for red and silver
salmon. The easy ulation s
that he decided to distance him-
sell from an event that hed
caused him more harm then good.
But JAL insista the move wan o
routine rotation. The captain left
instructions with the airline to
tell anyone who calls thet he
stands by his sccount — and does
not wish to glve it agsin. Anchor-
age Daily News reporter Hal
Rernton was left with the impres-
sion that Terauchl felt he got
hung out to dry. The pilot grew
more reticent with each conversa-
tion; he reemed frustrated. But
he remained convinced thet
Flight No. 1628 had indeed en-
countered something highly ad-
vanced technologically, and
unlikely to have originsted on
Earth.

“} can't understand the tech-
nology,” he told Bernton, “but it
was not dangerous.”

10 thera is 8 next time Tersuchi
said, he might try blinking his
wing lights four times, then twice
more — “Hi” in Morse code. And
perhaps one day, someone else
will see what he saw, he said, and
his controversial esperience will
take on new mesning.

“[ think,” said the captain, “we
have o keep this record.™ o
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MARGUERITE DEL GIUDICE is an
Inqudrer staffuriter.
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A STATISTICAL LOOK AT LIFE IN MELBOURNE
UFO sightings

Within 50 km's of Melbourne

1979 1981 1983 1085 1987
Unexplained 4 4 7 3 2
Explained 29 16 24 22 27
Total 33 20 31 25 b

NB: Approximately 60% of UFO sightings are immediately explained
and unrecorded
Source Victonan LIFQ Research Socety

AN APOLOGY: The qQquality of this press article is not the best and its
print size is very small,

report was still worth re-producing.
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PREWARNTING

we have little control over our material
as we get it from the USA. We felt that with all these problem,

the

AS OF THE 1st JANUARY 1988, THE COST OF MEMBERSHIP IIAS NOW GONE UP
BY $1 AUSTRALIAN AND $1 U.S. THE FIRST RISE FOR

THREE LONG

YEARS.

(SEE EDITORIAL PAGE TFFOR THE NEW LEVELS)

TIME
WHERE

COST

DISCUSSION NIGHT

For

your Diary

6th JUNE
5th . SBPT
5th DEC

8:00pm

88 MEETING
88 MEETING
88 A.G.M.

'"The Royal Society of Victoria'
Victoria St., Melbourne (SEF MAD)
$1.00 donation (for

per person.

supper)




